
Welcome to our Term 4 Newsletter! 
 

 

 

This term in Reading, the students will continue to explore our CAFÉ Whole School 
Approach to Reading. We will begin with a focus on Accuracy using the strategy 
‘beginning, middle and end’ sounds. The focus will be tuning into interesting 

words with an end goal of expanding the 
student’s vocabulary. Students will have to 
opportunity to investigate the main idea of stories 
and identifying supporting evidence to determine 
their importance. The students will be looking at 
the different text features. They will be creating a 
mental image while focusing on becoming 
voracious readers. Each learner has their own 
personalised reading goal to practice and achieve. 

With the Prep Prom on the horizon, there is much preparation to be done. For 

Writing, each Prep class will be applying strategies from the VOICES menu to write the most amazing and 

unique song lyrics. Through this collaborative process, learners will be utilising student voice and will have the 

opportunity to explore writing strategies using rhyme, repetition and rhythm. Preps will be learning to create 

more complex sentences containing pizazz and punch and will be utilising their Seeds book as they 

consolidate all their learning from the year. It will be a rewarding time for Preps, their teachers and parents 

as we will all look forward to seeing their published writing. 

 

 

At Glen Waverley Primary school we are implementing our very own 
Mathematics focus using the Victorian Curriculum proficiency strands, 
under the acronym – S.U.R.F. 

S - Problem solving         U - Understanding          R - Reasoning       F – 
Fluency 

In Foundation, the learners will be exploring Mathematical concepts that 
target each of the four areas of S.U.R.F. The students will also be focusing on 
their personalised learning goals which are specific to one of the proficiency 
strands such as ‘Use pictorial, concrete and abstract representations’ or 
'Show, prove, explain’. 

This term, the Prep learners will continue to build their knowledge of 
numbers by investigating, ‘How else could you solve addition and subtraction 
problems?’ and ‘Can you create your own skip counting patterns?’ Both these 
units will promote number sense and will engage the learners in authentic 
problem solving tasks that have more than one answer. Towards the end of 
term, the learners will be collecting data from the 2018 Prep Prom and will 

explore the Mathematics Inquiry unit, ‘How can we collect and represent measurement data?’ 
As a quick reminder, for extra Mathematics learning at home your child can participate in the assigned 
Mathletics tasks, by logging in with their unique username and password. These details can be found in their 
school diary. 



YOU CAN DO IT 

'You Can Do It' (YCDI) at Glen Waverley Primary School 
moves a step beyond creating success at school, but looks to 
support children's continuous achievement in life. In 
Foundation, we see success and achievement in terms of our 
Learning Pit. This is a reference that we use each day to allow 
children to reflect on themselves and be aware of their 
emotions throughout different moments. The model looks at the way our emotions shift, sometimes within 
seconds and effect the choices we make.  Through this visual, the children connect to their changes in thinking; 
creating a language for them to share their feelings internally and externally with others.  
In each moment, we are faced with choices and challenges. By building learners self-awareness of the choices 
they have, we give them opportunity to step back from the emotion involved in their decisions, allowing them to 
make clear steps to the goals (small or large) that they would like to achieve.  
Self-regulation is language that has been an underlying driver within our YCDI learning. As a Foundation team, 
we define it as displaying self awareness, understanding their emotions and verbalising strategies that may suit 
that particular moment.  
 
So what will this look like for my child? 

 Self-Talk - Term 4 sees the continuation of building children's 'self-talk' by making their thinking visible; using 

their hands to communicate, verbal sharing and writing it down. 

 Coping strategies - building a bridge between the classroom, playground and home by giving children 

strategies to receive and respond to their emotions appropriately in a given moment. 
Home Learning - strategies for self-regulation will be communicated within Home Learning each week to give 
learners opportunity for the deepest form of learning 'transfer' which is when the apply their learning from the 

classroom into their home environment. 
    INQUIRY  
Term 4 is a very special time for our Prep students.  They 

have learned so much and grown into their place in our 

school, showing development in their personal and social 

skills, while also becoming accomplished academic members of our learning 

community.  Our Inquiry unit this term focusses on creating a Prep Prom - 

celebrating the milestone of completing their first year of schooling.   

With a Design Initiative thread across the school, our Prep students will be 

using the guiding question “How can we make our best Prep Prom?” to help 

guide their thinking as they develop a celebration of learning.  Students will learn about performance elements, 

such as dance, song, costume, lighting and sound – then use this learning to create their own performance.  

They will conduct scientific inquiries into light and sound, and apply this to their own performance, to help 

improve the audience experience.  They will explore choreography and song writing as they create a 

performance that communicates their experience of a year in school for a Prep student.  Design processes will be 

explored as we develop our costumes and set, as well as rehearsing and preparing our performance.  All of this 

will culminate in our annual celebration of learning – Prep Prom.  This will be the ultimate assessment of our 

learning, as our goal is to create a performance, which communicates our thoughts and ideas to our audience.   

Not only do we look forward to a stimulating term of learning, we look forward to seeing you at our Prep Prom! 



 

Classroom Pets 

Last Term the Prep students undertook a unit of Inquiry in 

which they explored ‘How do we create empathy?”. Through 

our deep inquiry, learners were inspired by the RSPCA, in 

taking care and showing empathy for animals. The Preps 

have collected blankets and towels that have been donated 

to the RSPCA. We have also adopted class pets which consist 

of Stick Insects (Pinky and Crystal Max), Leaf Insects (Leafy and Goldie) and a Worm 

farm. Ask your child about their classroom pet and how they show empathy towards 

their pet. Please feel free to come and visit our classroom pets and learn more about 

them 

Parent Volunteers 

We would like to thank our wonderful parent volunteers who have come to help out in 

the classroom, we value your efforts and time. If you are interested in volunteering  in 

the classroom please let your classroom teachers know. A current Working With 

Children’s Check will be required. 

2019 Year One Classes 

Each student will have the opportunity to create a 

Sociogram of friends who they will like to be with for 

their Year One classes. Teachers will meet as a 

collective and create a spread amongst the cohort 

ensuring that each student has at least one friend 

that they requested. If you have any further 

questions please let your classroom teacher know. 

Icy Poles 

As the weather is warming up, each Wednesday the 

year sixes will be selling Icy Poles at lunch time for the 

school. Each icy pole costs 50cents and there is a 

maximum of two per child. Please remind your child to 

put their money in a safe place or ask their classroom 

teacher to help take care of it.  

Hats  

During Term  4 students will be permitted to wear their 

hats during play times. Please ensure that all hats are 

labelled and that the hats are ‘Sun Smart’, being either a 

broad-brimmed, bucket or legionnaire hat.  

Foundation  

Term 4 2018 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Melbourne Cup Public 
Holiday 

6th of November 

 

School Disco 

9th of November 

 

Hands On Science 
‘Light and Sound’ In-
cursion 

14th of November 

 

Prep Prom 

30th November  

 

2019 Day  

19th of December 

 

Reports Distributed 
on Compass 

19th December 

 

Last day of school -  

1:30pm dismissal  

22nd December 

 


