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English
There are three areas that are targeted within the English curriculum, all of which are well structured and 
aimed to improve the students’ understanding and learning experiences. The following is an overview of 
what to expect in Term Two English for Year 6 students.
 
Reading
Students will continue building upon a variety of reading strategies throughout Term 2. These strategies 
will assist in the Poetry and Scientific Reports that the students will be producing during writing sessions. 
These strategies will include sequencing, interpreting scientific reports, predicting, inferring, questioning, 
synthesising, determining importance, summarising, comparing and contrasting, determining cause and 
effect, analysing diagrams, graphics results and information and linking the analysis back to the hypothesis.
 
Writing
During writing sessions throughout Term 2, students will be learning a variety of writing structures, 
including poems and scientific reports. During the Poetry unit, students will learn how to identify, structure 
and write different types of poems including haikus, limericks and sonnets. Students will be producing 
a ‘Poetry Anthology’ that will incorporate their own poems as well as poems they have researched and 
analysed. During the Scientific Report unit, students will learn how to structure a scientific report, and 
the features and purpose of this writing. They will conduct experiments and produce their own scientific 
reports based on their findings.
 
Speaking and Listening
Students will be provided with many opportunities to build upon their speaking and listening skills. They 
will regularly participate in whole class and small group discussions to enhance their communication 
and critical thinking skills and gain knowledge on the learning experience. Students will also produce a 
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Mathematics) project in which they will communicate 
their learning to peers, teachers and parents during Education Week which will be held in week 6. Students 
will also be asked to present a ‘Book Talk’ to the class, where they will need to select a text of chocie and 
prepare a 3 minute speech explain why it is a fantastic read.
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Inquiry
Inquiry is one of the more fascinating learning opportunities afforded 
to Year 6 students, and Term 2 will see students deepening their 
understanding of some of the more powerful forces that affect our planet 
– natural disasters! We often hear about natural disasters occurring 
around the world, and the impact that they have, but we rarely think 
about how humans can influence these weather events, and how a society 
can best prepare for these disasters. 

Beginning with a focus on climate change, students will investigate how 
this issue has become more prevalent in the late 20th century and into 
the 2000’s, and how decisions can be made to tackle the issue. Following 
this, students will be examining a number of natural disasters, how and 
why they occur, and how humans can lessen their impact. Beginning with 
earthquakes, students’ focus will then move onto cyclones, tsunamis, 
bush fires, and other disasters. 

Last week, students took part in an incursion from Prime Sci that helped 
them to understand how the composition of the Earth causes earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions. They will also be attending an incursion to 
IMAX and the Melbourne Museum in Week 9. They will be viewing a 
documentary called Forces of Nature, and visiting the Dynamic Earth 
exhibition. 

Through all of this, students will be building their ability to conduct 
meaningful inquiry, and to formulate deep questions to help build 
research skills, and their ability to apply what they have learned to suggest 
a change of action, or solution, using the SOLO Taxonomy introduced in 
Term 1. 

Mathematics
In Term Two this year, Year 6 students have started with a focus on Statistics and Probability with a series 
of learning tasks revolving around the ten ‘biggest’ earthquakes in recorded history. This has included 
developing skills around graphing including side-by-side graphs, stem-and-leaf plots and dot plots, and 
students developing their understanding of the strengths and optimal uses of these and other styles of 
visual data representation. 

We will next be moving on to strengthening students’ skills and knowledge in Fractions and Decimals where 
we will explore the four operations and how they work with both fractions and decimals, ensuring that 
students understand not just the rules which drive our algorithms, but also the concepts which underpin 
those rules.  Students will develop their understanding of the practical uses of fractions and decimals 
including how they are used in probability. 

Finally, we are excited to have all students involved in the Mathematics Olympiad. This is specifically 
designed to stimulate and challenge students at primary school level across Australia and New Zealand. It 
teaches major problem solving strategies and strengthens students' mathematical intuition prior to starting 
secondary school.  There are five competitions between May and September.  Please see the notice which 
went home last week for further details.

Throughout the term, we will continue to focus on fostering supportive and effective Mathematics learning 
environments, where a growth mindset and Jo Boaler’s ‘Seven Positive Maths Norms’ are embedded into 
learning. If you have any questions relating to Mathematics in Term Two, please don’t hesitate to contact 
your child’s classroom teacher.



Transition
All Year 6 Families will have received a Transition Information Pack in Week 1. These documents detail the 
time line and process for Year 6 students transitioning into Year 7 for 2018. 

The pink notice is your Application for Year 7 Placement. This will state your child’s designated zoned 
government school based on your residential location. You are then able to preference up to 3 other 
government schools. This is to be returned to school before Friday 12th of May. Parents and families will be 
notified of successful placements on Wednesday 9th of August. 

In Term 3 and 4, your child will participate in a variety of transition activities to help prepare them for Year 
7. The purpose of these activities will be to aide in answering any student questions and to lower the stress 
or anxiety students may feel. Students will be invited to attend an excursion to Glen Waverley Secondary 
School to view Year 7 Math projects, which will also serve as an opportunity to ask current Year 7 students 
questions about their transition experiences. We will also attend Community Links Day, a sporting event 
designed to build peer connections with other 2018 Year 7 students. On Tuesday 12th of December, every 
student attending a government secondary school will attend an Orientation Day at their 2018 secondary 
school where many questions will be answered.

We appreciate that this transition process can be stressful for both students and families as there are 
many unknowns. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Lizzie Rennie, our transition 
coordinator, or your child’s classroom teacher.

Digital Technologies
During term two, the school continues to embed the 1:1 iPad program with the Year 6 students, and have 
continued to use the online learning platform of ‘Edmodo’. 

The students will continue to participate in a variety of research tasks, which require them to use their 
knowledge and skills to use technology effectively. In addition to this program the students will be receiving 
some digital coaching. This will assist students in organising their iPad programs, setting up Office365 
and developing their understanding of safe online learning. These sessions, will also play a vital role in 
developing students’ understanding of collaborative online learning, and how we can effectively use this to 
support our learning in the classroom. Year 6 students, will also learn the importance of safe and respectful 
behaviour while using online facilities and develop their understanding of coding.



Dates to remember
Friday 12th of May- Application for Year 7 form to be returned
Friday 19th of May- GWPS Fun Run/Cross Country
Friday 26th of May- Syndal District Cross Country
Friday 26th of May- Year 6 Camp Expression of Internet to be returned
Wednesday 14th of June- Year 6 Melbourne Museum Excursion
Wednesday 9th August- Notification of 2018 Year 7 Secondary Schools
Wednesday 9th of August- Family Life Education Parent Information Night
Wednesday 16th of August- Year 6 Camp Information Night
Monday 11th- Friday 15th September- Year 6 Camp
Thursday 7th of December- Year 6 Graduation
Tuesday 12th of December- Year 7 Government Schools Orientation day

Interschool Sport
Interschool Sports has provided our students with an excellent opportunity to continue their physical 
development. While participating in a variety of sports they have been able to form connections and 
friendships, show great sportsmanship and develop their hand-eye coordination. These sports have 
allowed our students to interact with other schools in the community and display their competitive edge. 

Throughout Term 2, the Year 6 students have been participating in Netball, Mixed Netball, AFL, Volleystars, 
Soccer Rounds and Kickball. Each week they will be competing against the schools within our district; such 
as Syndal South, Holy Family, Park Hill and Pinewood.

Some of the students’ responses to sport:
Netball: When the girl’s netball team played against Pinewood, in their first ever game, we had a BLAST! 
Though we lost 3-20, we had fun and showed great sportsmanship. We all tried a variety of positions and 
found positions that we all really enjoy. - Binadie

Mixed Netball: On Friday the Mixed Netball team lost to Pinewood 12-1. We had fun playing against 
Pinewood but they were too good. We all had a great time and tried our hardest. – Cao-Tri

Soccer Rounders: Soccer Rounders last week was really good. Out team showed great sportsmanship and 
we enjoyed the game. - Sanjay

Volleystars: We all had a great time, playing against Pinewood in Volleystars. The score was 17-8. 
Unfortunately Pinewood won, but they gave us some good advice on how to improve. – Nicole and Enuri

Kickball: In kickball our team lost 20-25, however we all enjoyed the game and were great sports. I saw a lot 
of engagement and encouragement while playing and we all enjoyed oranges at half time. - Vinu


