
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Important 
Dates 
 
Maths 
Twilight 
Tutorial 
 22/10 at 
6.15pm in the 
Staff Room 
 
Melbourne 
Cup Day 
Public Holiday 
6/11 
 

Mini Book 
‘Science Lab’ 
Incursion 
8/10 or 9/10 
(see Compass 
for details) 
 
Parent 
Information 
Night - 
Interrelate 
‘Moving into 
the Teen 
Years’ 
13/11 at 7pm 
 
Interrelate 
‘Moving into 
the Teen 
Years’ Session 
1 
19/11 
 
Interrelate 
‘Moving into 
the Teen 
Years’ Session 
2 
26/11 
 
 
 

 
Level Five Newsletter 

NOVEMBER, 2018 

Welcome 

 
Welcome back to all Level Five learners and families for the final term of 2018. The year 
seems to have just flown by with many fantastic school events taking place every term. 
We also wish a warm welcome to our newest students and families who have begun 
their journey with us at Glen Waverley Primary School.  
 
Term Four is a very important term for students wishing to apply for leadership 
positions next year. There will be many opportunities for students to write applications 
and showcase their leadership credentials as the term unfolds. We are so proud of all 
the budding leaders we have in our community, and wish all students the best with this 
process. Information regarding the application process has been made available directly 
to students via Edmodo and to families via the Compass Newsfeed. This includes a 
range of important dates throughout the application process. 
 
We are looking forward to our two fabulous incursions this term, with ‘Mini Boss- The 
Lab’ Science Program taking place in Week 5 and the Interrelate ‘Moving into the Teen 
Years’ program from Week 7 – 9.  
 
Through the ‘Mini Boss – The Lab’ Science Program students will investigate the 
properties and behaviours of chemicals and materials, and develop their scientific 
inquiry skills through observation and experimentation. They will explore reversible and 
irreversible changes that occur when chemicals are mixed, and extend their knowledge 
of matter and chemical properties. 
 
The ‘Moving into the Teen Years’ program will support students in their preparation for 
upcoming changes as they move into puberty. ‘Moving into the Teen Years’ explores a 
range of adolescent issues and offers a comprehensive education program designed 
specifically for this important time in life. 
 
More information about these incursions as well as methods of payment and 
permission can be found on Compass.  
 

Inquiry  

This term, students will explore the question ‘How do business and consumer choices 
about the use of chemicals in products impact the world around us?’. Their learning 
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‘Moving into 
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3 
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Senior Choir 
perform at 
Carols 
10/12 
 
2019 Day 
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journey begins with hands on learning tasks that allow them to analyse chemicals and 
the way they interact with each other.  Students will apply their learning to the world 
around them by researching the chemicals found in their household cleaning products. 
As we know, a lot of what enters our waterways finds its way into rivers, lakes and the 
ocean. Students will develop their Global Empathy by describing the impact these 
household chemicals have on aquatic life. Based on their findings, they will design an 
alternative, eco-friendly product that will serve for the same purpose. Students will 
inquire into the ethics of businesses that knowingly produce harmful products and 
consider the consumer choice vs. business priorities. As a result, they will develop a 
business plan about the production of their own environmentally safe product.   

Digital Learning 

Year Five Digital Technology Project – 'Designing Apps for Good' 

In Term 4, as part of their classroom teaching and learning program, Year Five learners 
will be undertaking an 'App Design Challenge' to support learning. With a focus on 
understanding the impact of design features on the effectiveness of a user interface, in 
small groups they will investigate how to use information about a target audience to 
modify content to appeal to a specific demographic. Following this, learners will create a 
working demonstration of their app using the program ‘AppLab’, utilizing drag-and-drop 
command blocks to allow users to navigate their app and access content that addresses 
a school, local, national, or international need. Gaining valuable skills related to the 
design process, learners will also build their understanding of the ‘behind the scenes’ 
coding that exists in their favourite apps.   

English 

In Term Four, our units of focus are application writing for 2019 leadership positions, 
persuasive speeches, theatre scripts and performance, and procedural texts. We will be 
integrating our learning with new understandings from the Victorian Curriculum and 
form strong connections between reading, writing, speaking and purposeful 
performances.  
 
Level Five students will engage in a number of reading (CAFE) strategies to further 
develop and deepen their comprehension skills. Students will analyse model texts from 
a variety of sources to further develop their own voice and style of writing that fits in 
with their specified audience and purpose. Key reading strategies we will target this 
term include ‘determining the author’s purpose’, ‘recognising cause-and-effect 
relationships’, ‘tuning in to interesting words’, ‘recognising literary elements’ and 
‘comparing and contrasting within and between texts’.  
 
Students will continue to work towards their personal reading goals through thinking 
tracks in independent reading time, goal reviews in student-teacher conferences and 
whole class discussions of model texts. An example of a student’s reading goal may be 
‘identifying purposeful contrast within an imaginative theatre script’ or ‘recognising 
persuasive devices within effective speeches’. We strongly encourage all families to 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

become familiar with your child’s reading goal and ask how they are progressing 
towards achieving it.  
 
In Writing, students begin with a focus on developing their persuasive language by 
writing application letters for leadership positions within the school in 2019. Students 
will then develop persuasive speeches that either support their applications or suit their 
personal passion. This will involve learning about letter structures and formality 
differences in the language of applications and speeches. It also promotes students to 
reflect on their personal skills and qualities, how they could transfer these skills as a 
leader within the Glen Waverley School community. Not only does this experience help 
develop students’ maturity, sense of responsibility and resilience, it provides them with 
an authentic context to enable their best English knowledge and skills before 
transitioning into Year Six and secondary school. 
Students will also develop performance writing in the form of theatre scripts and enact 
these through dramatic play. It aims to promote students’ creativity and understanding 
of literary elements such as changing characters, plots, tones and themes. The learning 
experience is also targeted to enrich students’ fluency and expression in reading aloud.  
 
Furthermore, spelling and grammar will be targeted on a weekly basis through explicit 
lessons and Spelling Inquiries. In Spelling, students will explore various spelling patterns 
for homophones, affixes, and common sound blends. They will practise personal and 
class words each week at school and through home learning, they will be tested on 
these words each Friday. 
Speaking and Listening will be intertwined across Reading and Writing experiences. 
Opportunities will be provided for learners to critically listen and analyse others’ 
speeches as well as deliver formal and informal speeches to their peers.  
 
What can I do at home to help build my child’s Mathematical skills?  

 Encourage your child to select reading material that varies in genre, literary style 
and author to allow her to build their knowledge of different reading and writing 
types. 

 Reading to your child is one of the most important things you can do, no matter how 
old they are. This could be a fantastic opportunity to share texts in languages other 
than English, if you speak another language with your child.  

 When your child comes across new words, they could continue to and record 
meaning. 



 

 

 Continuing to encourage them to explain the meaning of new words that they come 
across. 

 Practising the spelling of unfamiliar or unknown words to continue building a rich 
vocabulary. 

 Paying attention to how authors have used tense throughout their writing. 

 Listening to audio books, focusing on how authors read aloud with fluency and 
expression. 

 Continuing to encourage your child to read a wide selection of book by borrowing 
books from the local library. 

 Share enjoyment of their writing. Read and talk about the writing that your child 
does and celebrate their achievements and improvements. 

Mathematics 

The four mathematical thinking proficiencies (Fluency, Understanding, Reasoning and 
Problem Solving) is continuing to be a thread throughout our Mathematics learning in 
Term Four. We will be having a large focus on developing reasoning skills to help 
students articulate their learning. Some other strategies that will be addressed include 
using mathematical language to explain thinking, applying number facts with flexibility, 
and using prior knowledge of concepts to plan an approach to a challenge. 
 
In Measurement and Geometry, learners will build on their understanding of shapes, 
volume and capacity. They will explore the connection between different units of 
measurement, use estimation and calculation strategies to find solutions for 
measurement and create three-dimensional shapes from nets they design themselves.  

In Number and Algebra, students will focus on algebra and the order of operations. 

Students will identify additive and multiplicative patterns and apply this to algorithms, 

balance equations and use algebraic expressions to predict future terms and solutions.  

In Statistics and Probability, Level Five students will examine chance events, the 
language of probability and the relationship between probability, fractions, decimals 
and percentages. Learners will conduct probability experiments and scenarios, and 
analyse the difference between observed and theoretical frequencies of certain 
outcomes. Learning tasks will require them to construct formal ways of collecting and 
representing their predictions and outcomes. 

The Advanced Mathematics Program will continue to provide approximately twenty 
Level Five students with the opportunity to participate in learning tasks aimed at 
extending those students that are particularly passionate about and gifted in 
mathematics. 

What can I do at home to help build my child’s Mathematical skills?  

 Encourage your child to identify how measurement is used at home. 

 Discuss common conversions of measurement and how they are used in real life, 
including how to estimate length, capacity and volume.  



 Play family strategy games that involve patterns or chance and builds fluency of 
the four operations. 

 Provide your child with supervised opportunities to measure volume and 

capacity of common household objects, such as when cooking. 

 Continue to build understanding of the relationship between fractions, decimal 
and percentages, for instance, having student calculate the discount on shopping 
items and encouraging them to describe it using mathematic language. 

 Continue to build fluency and automaticity with times tables. Encourage your 
child to make links to division.   

 

Home Learning 

Home Learning continues to see Level Five 
students bringing concrete examples of their 
thinking outside the classroom. This term we 
look to build learners ability to give Feedback 
and move towards Self-Regulation through our 
‘Learning Walks.’ 

Children viewing others Home Learning tasks 
using the digital platform of Edmodo and 
leaving comments around Feedback and 
Feedforward. ‘Steps to Success’ have been developed that allow learners to challenge 
themselves to give more effective feedback. A sample of the ‘Steps to Success’ that 
were developed as a class can be seen on the right. 

 
Mathematics- Each week students will be required to complete learning tasks relevant 
to learning in class. This may be either a Mathletics unit, hands-on mini project or open-
ended problem on the topic we are covering in class at that time. The intention is to 
consolidate learning and enable students to reinforce their mathematical knowledge 
and skills in a different format.  
Reading- Students are to read for 15 minutes per night, often to an adult or older 
sibling. Even for confident readers it is still important they have the opportunity to read 
out loud to develop expression and fluency. Conversations around your child’s reading 
will reinforce their understanding and help them develop critical literacy skills that are 
introduced at this level.  
Social and Emotional Learning – Students may be assigned learning tasks that require 
them to reflect on Social and Emotional Learning experiences from that week. Although 
not traditionally ‘academic’ learning, these are incredibly important as they shape our 
children as a whole. 
Spelling- Each week students select ten spelling words to investigate at home. Theses 
words vary from concentrating on spelling generalisations, class focus words and their 
own personal words from their writing. Students will need to practise these words 



nightly and complete a related learning task. Each Friday, students will complete a 
spelling test on these words to monitor their progress. 
 
Social and Emotional Learning 
 
In Term Four, students will focus on their understanding of social and emotional 
blockers and achievement.    
 
This will dive into ways of thinking and feeling that hinder effective learning, using the 
‘You Can Do It’ program as a springboard. They will develop and practice new strategies 
that allow them to reduce unhelpful patterns of thinking, manage emotional responses 
and approach learning with confidence. Students will develop an understanding of how 
positive self-talk can improve achievement, and develop phrases that they can use on 
their journey through the Learning Pit.  
 
Students will continue build their knowledge of how a growth mindset strengthens 
resilience through breaking fixation and highlighting strengths. This cognition allows 
awareness of the feeling of challenge and reflection on how to approach tasks.   
Thinking strategies and ideas for increasing our learners' resilience and ability 
to overcome conflict:  

 Accepting myself – being honest, showing integrity (school value) towards 
mistakes, whether with friends or learning tasks, is an excellent first step to future 
improvement.  
 Accepting others – identifying strengths of others and seeing success in each 
other’s accomplishments to assist in building and nourishing relationships with others. 
(global empathy) 
 Follow rules - setting clear expectations when playing games and conducting 
ourselves in the local community to ensure that everyone understands our values and 
perspectives. 
 Think before you act – increasing our self-management and self-monitoring  one's 
words and behaviours when one feels a surge of emotions.  
 Calming – staying calm or finding time to settle can help in the face of tough 
situations, people and events.  
 Bouncing Back - talking positively with others and deep reflections can broaden 
your understanding of past challenging events.  

Glossary 
Feedup – A statement that refers back to the original goal. 
Feedback – An overarching term referring to something a learner has done, said, made 
or written. 
Feedforward – Pinpointing the next step in learning for greater achievement or depth of 
thinking, 
Reflection – The deepest form of learning, analyzing a future, present or past experience 
and shifting your thinking to grow from it. 
Self-Monitoring – Using your metacognition to keep track of your thoughts and choices. 



 

Global Empathy – First seeing and then understanding the perspectives of others and 
connecting it to your own with self-awareness. 
Integrity – Being honest and consistently trustworthy. 
Self-Management – As we conduct ourselves on a daily basis we check-in with our body-
language, words and what we are projecting to the outside world. 
CIS Recommendations – With accreditation from the Council of International Schools 
come preferences that were created during our visit, taken from a set of rigorous 
standards for members.  
Learning Intentions – Learning Intentions guide our learning through creating a visible 
objective for thinking that is followed by a success criteria to achieve this class goal. 
 
Level Five Team 
Elisha Park, Ivana Krsteska, Jeff Chen, Kate Wheeler, Claire Disseldorp and Nicole Pryde 
 

 


