
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Important 
Dates 
 
Maths Olympiad 
25/7 
 
ICAS English 
31/7 
 
Australian Maths 
Competition 
9/8 
 
Melbourne 
Museum 
Excursion 
13/8 or 14/8 
(refer to event on 
Compass) 
 
ICAS Maths 
14/8 
 
Maths Olympiad 
15/8 
 
Book Week  
20/8 – 24/8 
 
Open Night 
22/8 
 
Father’s Day Stall 
29/8 – 31/8 
 
Maths Olympiad 
12/9 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Level Five Newsletter 

AUGUST, 2018 

Welcome 
 
A warm welcome to Term Three! Students, parents and teachers all look so comfortable returning to 
our school, a tribute to our school community. 
 
On Day One, as you walked around the school there was a buzz, an excitement, but as the 9am bell 
rung and there were settled students, focused teachers and an absolute calm across the school. For 
our Level 5 community who are accustomed to this process, we saw respectful and collaborative 
learning occurring from our first session. 
 
We are looking forward to our excursion to the Melbourne Museum this term, a highlight for the 
children as they learn… 

Inquiry  
In Term Three, our learners will focus on the history topic of 'How did Australia's national identity 
develop from colonisation to Federation?' This topic will refresh and build on the knowledge that 
students gained about the Gold Rush in Term One.  They look at the significant events that took place 
in the time that followed the Gold Rush, and the influential people involved in the process.  
 
The four overarching Learning Intentions that will be developed in this term are:  

 To understand colony development  

 To describe rising tensions of colonisation and federation  

 To compare and contrast becoming or not to being a Federation  

 To reflect on the impact on Australian Torres Strait Islanders (ATSIs) 
 
Learners will discover the face of Australia at the beginning of its time; how the colonies developed, 
the conflicts that arose, the reasons for Federation and the effects this had on Aboriginals and 
Australian Torres Strait Islanders peoples.  
 
Students will find themselves exploring history, understanding variety of perspectives, develop their 
own opinion and display it through debating opportunities, as well as further developing their ability to 
empathise with individuals from different walks of life.  
 
In the classroom, we will continue to follow the SOLO Taxonomy Framework to individually develop 
deep and meaningful questions on a chosen focus based on the topic, and research information that 
will allow learners to create their own conclusions.  
 
On Monday, August 13th and Tuesday, August 14th learners will attend Melbourne Museum, where 
they will engage in the “Melbourne Story” and “Our Shared History” exhibits and have the opportunity 
to solidify the learning that has taken place in the classroom.  
 
 
 

http://www.johnbiggs.com.au/academic/solo-taxonomy/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/melbournemuseum/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/melbournemuseum/whats-on/the-melbourne-story/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/bunjilaka/learning/school-programs-and-resources/our-shared-history/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://portal.cois.org/&ei=W3PmVOL9CoaP8QXPtIDwBA&bvm=bv.86475890,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHJ_SevhF33WC7r2lnxoR_5Yx7ReA&ust=1424475315496300


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English 
At Glen Waverley Primary School, our English learning is based around research on ‘best’ 
literacy practice, the Victorian Curriculum, our CIS recommendations and holds the children at 
the centre of all that we do. Each learner has personalised goals that are supported through 
targeted teaching as well as one-on-one Literacy conferencing. Our Learning Intentions in Term 
3 are biographical memoirs and poetry. We will be exploring these genres through the lens of 
the reader and author, as well as creating strong links to our Inquiry learning.  

Through the CAFÉ and VOICES programs, learners will explore skills such as identifying literary 
elements with a focus on persuasive techniques, recognising the main idea and synthesising 
information. Students across our school will continue to undergo sustained, open-choice 
writing each week. This has been highly effective in developing intrinsic passion and 
engagement in writing for pleasure as well as for learning, and is informed by research.  

Our whole school approach to spelling, ‘Spelling Inquiry’ involves students undergoing research 
of words in the English language, investigating spelling patterns, word etymology and language 
features. Research suggests that when learning spelling, lists and spelling tests alone may not 
lead to transfer into student’s writing. It is the making of multiple connections to vocabulary 
that makes a difference. Level 5 are deepening these connections in Term 3, by conducting 
spelling inquiries with new vocabulary from our Historical Inquiry Unit, with words such as, 
democracy, colonisation and referendum being investigated.  

With many of the Level 5 learners looking forward to exploring leadership opportunities in 
Level 6, we recognise that it is an important time for practicing not only active listening and 
classroom discussion skills, but to extend all learners in their public speaking skills. Learners will 
be participating in daily ‘Topic Thunder’ presentations, with each child being given the 
opportunity to research and present information to the class based on a topic of interest, with 
a global empathy lens, exploring ideas around science and engineering, the environment and 
social awareness. Level 5 learners will also be engaging in deeper levels of Peer Feedback this 
term, aligned with what the GWPS teaching and learning team have been exploring with a 
leading educational expert around the effect of effective feedback in raising the achievement of 
all learners.  

Digital Learning 

In 2018, Level 5 students will continue to utilise the 1-to-1 iPad program in order to extend and enrich 
students’ learning. The iPad user agreement will ensure that the students use their iPads responsibly. 
Students will learn about digital citizenship and their responsibilities in cyber safety. Students will use 
their iPads in a range of ways to keep up with the constantly evolving landscape of information, design, 
communication and technology. Students will share and connect to their learning using applications 
such as Edmodo, Seesaw and Socrative. They will create and plan presentations using applications 
including Keynote, Book Creator, Prezi and Show Me. This will allow them to participate in the global 
community by accessing digital resources from around the world. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

The use of the four mathematical thinking proficiencies (‘SURF’ - Solving problems, 
Understanding, Reasoning and Fluency) has been pivotal to deep learning at our school and 
will continue to harbor across our mathematics units in Term Three. Some key strategies that 
students will focus on include making connections between related concepts, describing 
features with mathematical language, implementing appropriate and efficient strategies, and 
generalising a pattern or rule.  

Learning Intentions 

In Measurement and Geometry, learners will build on their understanding of shapes, 
transformations, angles and time. They will focus on describing specific transformations of a 
shape with appropriate mathematical language and develop their visual spatialisation skills by 
plotting their own shape transformations. Students will learn to read, interpret and draw 
different angles as well as investigate angle relationships with various shapes and parallel line 
sets. Students will also further their numeral fluency by tackling problems with 12- and 24-hour 
time, including real world timetables and time zones.  

In Number and Algebra, students will focus on financial mathematics. This involves creating 
financial plans, investigating percentages and discount sales, and making connections 
between budgets, needs and wants. Learning tasks will require students to calculate 
percentage discounts and tax of items, and to manage clear spreads and tables of monetary 
information.   

In Statistics and Probability, Level Five learners will examine chance events, the language of 
probability and the relationship between probability, fractions, decimals and percentages. 
Learners will conduct probability experiments and scenarios, and analyse the difference 
between observed and theoretical frequencies of certain outcomes. Learning tasks will require 
them to construct formal ways of collecting and representing their predictions and outcomes. 

All Level 5 students will continue to take part in the Maths Olympiad – an opportunity only 
usually provided to students in Level 6 in Australia and New Zealand. This program will be a 
fantastic way for students to maximise their problem solving skills and make connections 
between different mathematical concepts, as well as giving them an opportunity to challenge 
themselves.  

The Advanced Mathematics Program will continue provide approximately 20 Level 5 students 
with the opportunity to participate in learning tasks aimed at extending those students that are 
particularly passionate about and gifted in mathematics. 

What can I do at home to help build my child’s Mathematical skills?  

 Encourage your child to look for mathematical transformations in real life, for example 
tessellation designs and business logos.  



 

 

 Hold conversations with your child about how congruent pictures or objects may have 
transformed in a real life situation (for example, of animated GIFs) – whether translated 
(moved), rotated (turned), reflected (flipped), enlarged or reduced.  
 Play family strategy games that involve coordinate systems, for example ‘battleship’ 
and emphasise the importance of the Cartesian (x- and y-) planes. 
 Hold discussions about time of travels and predicted arrival times when travelling in 
personal or public transport, for example engaging your child with questions about the bus 
timetable.  
 Provide your child with supervised opportunities to read and construct angles with a 
protractor, for example drawing regular hexagons with 120 degree angles. 
 Provide your child with opportunities to manage a simple financial plan involving gain 
(profit) and loss. Discuss the importance of budgeting in everyday life.  
 Have your child assist with decision-making at the supermarket – look for the ‘best buy’ 
between different brands of the same item and different sizes of the same item.  
 Encourage your child to assist in calculating discounts of sale items.  
 Encourage your child to broaden their mathematical language by using alternative 
phrasing in different scenarios. Some examples: ‘quarter to’ with time, ‘three quarter clockwise 
turn’ as opposed to ‘270 degrees’ with rotation, and describing 15% of a sale item as ‘three 
twentieth’ of the original price.  
 Look at the nutrition table on food labels – how much fat, sugar, salt - and deciding on 
the healthiest choice  
 Continue to build fluency and automaticity with times tables. Encourage your child to 

make links to division.   

 

Home Learning 

Home Learning continues to see Level 5 students bringing concrete examples of their thinking outside 
the classroom. This term we look to build learners ability to give Feedback and move towards Self-
Regulation through our ‘Learning Walks.’ 

What does this look like? 

Children viewing others Home Learning tasks using the digital platform of Edmodo and leaving 
comments around Feedback and Feedforward.  

 

What does this sound like? 

Tamanna 
“I liked how you put depth and quality, but maybe next time you can put photos and examples of what 
and where you were at the learning pit” 
Saanjh S. 
“I really like how you justified your thinking in inquiry and literacy.” 
“I really like how you showed your thinking and how your thinking shifted in inquiry and literacy” 
Sissi H. 
“I like how you wrote the question and showed your working out. Next time you should label the 
ways.” 
Vinuki L. 
“Feedback : I like how you added pics to support your idea.” 
Saanjh  
“Next time you could be more specific when showing your strategies in Maths.” 
 
 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=3VWJ27YY2_UieLlunho39KRejnumPbCAG_2Ujszhu8bqdZPhUPPVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.edmodo.com%2fhome%23%2fuser%3fuid%3d138394116
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=LVzLy-qfE28_mysyl8LRUSS93DP3tLBjaRK46E8DecLqdZPhUPPVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.edmodo.com%2fhome%23%2fuser%3fuid%3d102869899
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=5smhMyJvlm4fRfm6VN4EZKk0qnIp3eP7_zg0EbL4srrqdZPhUPPVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.edmodo.com%2fhome%23%2fuser%3fuid%3d135162509


Inquiry – Inquiry is an integrated as a complement to classroom learning areas of Mathematics and 
English. It aims broaden students’ engagement with our term focus and their global awareness. Our 
Inquiry learning this term is based on developing students' understanding of HISTORY with a particular 
focus on local to global.  
Mathematics- Each week students will be required to complete learning tasks relevant to learning in 
class. This may be either a Mathletics unit, hands-on mini project or open-ended problem on the topic 
we are covering in class at that time. The intention is to consolidate learning and enable students to 
reinforce their mathematical knowledge and skills in a different format.  
Reading- Students are to read for 15 minutes per night, often to an adult or older sibling. Even for 
confident readers it is still important they have the opportunity to read out loud to develop expression 
and fluency. Conversations around your child’s reading will reinforce their understanding and help 
them develop critical literacy skills that are introduced at this level.  
Science of Learning- While exploring the Science of Learning, students extend their knowledge of how 
their brains function and what helps us with our learning.  
Spelling- Each week students select ten spelling words to investigate at home. Theses words vary from 
concentrating on spelling generalisations, class focus words and their own personal words from their 
writing. Students will need to practise these words nightly and complete a related learning task. Each 
Friday, students will complete a spelling test on these words to monitor their progress. 
 

You Can Do It 

In Term Three, students will focus on their understanding of relationships. This will dive into 
resilience and respectfully overcoming conflict using the ‘You Can Do It’ program as a 
springboard.  

They will develop and practice new strategies that allow them to resolve issues with others, such 
as restorative conversations and self-awareness. Students build their knowledge of how a growth 
mindset strengthens resilience through breaking fixation and highlighting strengths. This 
cognition allows awareness of the feeling of challenge and reflection on how to approach tasks.   

Thinking strategies and ideas for increasing our learners' resilience and ability to overcome 
conflict:  

 Accepting myself – being honest, showing integrity (school value) towards mistakes, 
whether with friends or learning tasks, is an excellent first step to future improvement.  
 Accepting others – identifying strengths of others and seeing success in each other’s 
accomplishments to assist in building and nourishing relationships with others. (global 
empathy) 
 Follow rules - setting clear expectations when playing games and conducting ourselves in 
the local community to ensure that everyone understands our values and perspectives. 
 Think before you act – increasing our self-management and self-monitoring  one's words 
and behaviours when one feels a surge of emotions.  
 Calming – staying calm or finding time to settle can help in the face of tough situations, 
people and events.  
 Bouncing Back - talking positively with others and deep reflections can broaden your 
understanding of past challenging events.   

 

 

 



 

 

Glossary 
Feedup – A statement that refers back to the original goal. 
Feedback – An overarching term referring to something a learner has done, said, made or written. 
Feedforward – Pinpointing the next step in learning for greater achievement or depth of thinking, 
Reflection – The deepest form of learning, analyzing a future, present or past experience and shifting 
your thinking to grow from it. 
Self-Monitoring – Using your metacognition to keep track of your thoughts and choices. 
Global Empathy – First seeing and then understanding the perspectives of others and connecting it to 
your own with self-awareness. 
Integrity – Being honest and consistently trustworthy. 
Self-Management – As we conduct ourselves on a daily basis we check-in with our body-language, 
words and what we are projecting to the outside world. 
CIS Recommendations – With accreditation from the Council of International Schools come 
preferences that were created during our visit, taken from a set of rigorous standards for members.  
Learning Intentions – Learning Intentions guide our learning through creating a visible objective for 
thinking that is followed by a success criteria to achieve this class goal. 
 
Level 5 Team 
Elisha Park, Ivana Krsteska, Jeff Chen, Kate Wheeler, Claire Disseldorp and Nicole Pryde 
 

 


