
IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Open Morning 
9-11am, Tuesday 21st of August  
 
Embody a character day 
Tuesday the 21st of August 
 
Open night  
6-7pm Wednesday 22nd of August 
 
Last Day of Term 3 
Friday 28th September 2018 
(2:30pm dismissal) 
 
 
 
 

As we continue another wonderful term of learning at Glen Waverley Primary School, 

our newsletter aims to guide home learning intentions and purpose. We are lucky to 

have learners that are interested and hungry to learn, it is fantastic to hear the deep 

thinking and learning they continue to transfer outside of school. 

What Went Well? 

• Camp! What an absolute success it was to have 117 learners at Cave Hill Creek. The 

children showed resilience and initiative throughout our three-day stay, I’m certain 

they would have shared their rich experiences with you. 

• Student-Led Conferences were full of energy and deep thinking. It was inspiring to 

hear the way in which Level 4 reflected on their learning and are now setting goals 

for what they would like to achieve for semester two. If you have questions around 

learning and how you can support at home please don’t hesitate to ask your class-

room teacher or better yet prompt your children to share their learning pit goal 

charts with you at home!   

• Feedback throughout Level 4! We have commenced a rigorous journey  towards 

building a deeper understanding of how our learners can lead their own learning in 

their learning spaces. It is wonderful to see Level 4 providing each other with Feed 

up, Feedback and Feedforward during our TAG conferences and home learning 

walks. This learning was also  transferred to their Student-Led Conferences as they 

asked their parents for these three levels of feedback. 

• Dash Robots and Coding. This term Level 4 will be utilising Dash Robots to provide 

our learners with authentic coding experiences. This learning is linked to our Inquiry 

question ‘How do communities remain sustainable throughout the world? Our 

learners will think of innovative water saving ideas and present their findings 

through a shark tank presentation towards the end of this term.   



 

 

 

 

My name is Dilan Ratnayake and I'm a fourth year student 
teacher from RMIT University. I have the pleasure of spending 
six weeks from the start of term three with Miss Singh and 4A 
where I will be teaching lessons and developing myself as an 
educator. For the past year and a half I have been working with 
the after school care program at Glen Waverley Primary so it 
has been nice to have that prior familiarity and positive rapport 
with some of our valuable family members, staff and students. 
I'm excited to continue my progression as a teacher and be 
involved in this inspiring and supportive environment that is 
Glen Waverley Primary School. 

 

 

 

 

This term, our learners have been exploring sustainability 

across the world and why practices vary based on culture 

and society. Our learning begun with a coding based experi-

ence, in which learners investigated different methods of 

coding a robot to create sustainable solutions. 

We have interweaved our inquiry focus into Literacy and 

Mathematics. These experiences include researching global 

links to water, as well as building data collection skills in 

line with this learning. Learners will develop an in-depth 

understanding of global empathy for those that need clean 

water, the process that’s involved with producing safe 

drinking water and how we can support those without clean 

water. Level Four are already incredibly interested to make 

new learning discoveries in this realm! 



 

 

The wonderful learners in Level 4 will continue to pursue a rich program of Reading this term with a firm focus on nurturing and ad-

vancing the CAFÉ skills of Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Extending Vocabulary. As learners become growingly skilled at read-

ing on a literal level, it is necessary to extend the rigour by ensuring they can interpret a text not just by summarizing and reading flu-

ently. A learner analyzing ‘Beyond’ a text makes rich predictions, deep connections and inferences, drawing on evidence from the text 

and their own experiences. At the next developmental level, a learner who is interpreting ‘About’ a text will critique and analyse as-

pects of an author’s craft and form their own opinion about the author’s agenda. It is at the Beyond and About levels that teachers will 

be working hard to support your learners to consolidate and extend their skills this term.  

Strategies to support your child at home will consist of listening to your child read aloud for at least 20 minutes four to five times a 

week and asking the following questions to prompt beyond the text thinking;                                                   

-          What do you think the character is thinking at the moment/would like to happen next? How do you know? 
-          What strategies is the author using to make the book interesting? Can you show me some examples? 
-          What do you think the author’s message is to you? How do you know? 
-          Do you agree with the author’s message? Why or why not? 
-          What do you think of the text? Do you like it? Why or why not? 

In Writing, we will be working on writing narratives before moving onto explanatory texts to support our Inquiry learning. As our learn-

ers move deeper into their understanding of VOICES and each learner has a goal related to VOICES we aim to see growth in inferential 

uses of language. This learning can be supported at home by unpacking metaphors such as ‘as cute as a button’ and informal uses of 

dialogue such as ‘How’s it goin?’. 

We have planned our spelling unit around supporting our writing units for this term. For example when working on creating narratives 

we will be focussing on spelling ‘ous’ words as these words helps us describe people and places (e.g adventurous). Learners will again 

be inquiring about their misconceptions during spelling lessons and will be practising these words during Home Learning.  



Level 4 Home Learning is created as a tool for our learn-

ers to reflect upon their classroom understanding from 

the previous week. The Home Learning tasks will be in-

spired by our learners allowing them to have a deep 

connection and ownership of the tasks. Each week one 

class will view and learn how to create rigorous, engag-

ing tasks and fill out our Level 4 Home Learning tem-

plate. 

Each week we will give out the new template on Friday 

and is due the following Friday. The Leaners of Level 4 

will then conduct reflective ’Gallery Walks’ in which 

leaners are required to read over and provide positive, 

constructive feed up, feedback and feedforward to each 

other. 

Level Four learners are diving deeper into their thinking and proficiencies 

this term; focussed on working towards Level 5 concepts.  

Our Mathematicians have begun learning about multiplication and division. This has seen learners explore 
the connection between these two concepts and how we can transfer our knowledge to bigger and more 
rigorous questions. As our term progresses, we will be exploring features of different regular and irregular 
shapes, as well as three-dimensional objects. We will also be developing the skill to identify locations on 
maps with important landmarks and directional language. We will also be continuing our exploration in frac-
tions and decimals.  

Throughout this term, we will continue our Maths Talk, which focuses on building mathematical computa-
tional skills in an open and collaborative forum. Children discuss their metacognition and track their thinking 
with the intention on sharing them to extend whole class thinking.  

Parents can support your child in mathematical learning by asking them questions like “What strategy(ies) 
did you use to get your answer?”, “what was your thinking behind this question?” as well as using direction-
al language and identifying important landmarks as you travel. These conversations with your child will help 
build their proficiency in Reasoning and Understanding, so that they can further extend and transfer these 
skills to other contexts.  

For more details see the Victorian Curriculum at: 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/mathematics/curriculum/f-10#level=5 



Once again this term we are incredibly grateful to have the 
dedicated Ms. Tran working with our team as part of the 
‘Targeted Student Learning’ program. TSL in Level 4 looks 
like small groups of learners being guided by Ms. Tran in 
the classroom and in quiet areas of school. 

The Level 4 teachers have reflected and analysed the data 
collated from last semester, choosing an English focus this 
term. We created focus groups of learners to start the 
term that will extend and consolidate their spelling gener-
alisations, sentence fluency and processing thoughts from 
verbal ideas to written concrete writing.   

The same process can be applied at home with a focus on 
the VOICES Framework. Ask children to focus on the con-
ventions, sentence fluency or excellent word choices in 
their writing. As we focus on narratives, it is beneficial to 
read our texts with a new lens each time. 

Class 4A 4B 4C 4D 

Day Wednesday Tuesday Thursday Wednesday 

This term our Curriculum Day fo-

cussed on the impact of feedback on 

our learners. As an element of our 

Annual Implementation Plan, it was 

wonderful to see GWPS practitioners 

come prepared with open minds and 

growth mindsets towards building 

capacity. 

The learning intention for our staff 

was to create a way to measure teaching and learning impact, to 

understand surface to deep  learning intentions and success crite-

ria while build learner resilience. Luke Mandouit hosted the pro-

fessional learning, taking practitioners on a journey that was en-

gaging and student-centred. Just like in the classroom staff created 

anchor charts to present, talk moves were seen across the room 

and sharing of learning was prevalent. 


