
IMPORTANT DATES 

SMART8 Begins 
Tuesday 3rd May 
 
ScienceWorks Excursion 
Wednesday 10th May 
 
School Fun Run 
Friday 19th May 
 
School Council  
Monday 15th May 
(including Community Relation Committee 
meeting) 
Monday  12th June 

What an asset our devices have been during Term One!  

It has been wonderful to see the children using a variety of applications this year so far. Here is some innovation 
we have seen across Level 4; 

 See-Saw—children uploading photos of their learning to a class page and commenting their personal reflec-
tion on the quality of work. This will also be something we share with parents during our Student-Led Con-
ferences next term. 

 Office 365—allows every student to have an email account in which they can use to communicate with their 
peers as well as their teacher. This unique login also gives students the whole Microsoft Office suite, most 
used this term include Microsoft Word. 

 Office 365 Shared Documents—ideal for group learning. Students have been writing into a shared document 
during projects to ensure each learner is contributing to the learning and can do so at the same time! 

 Timestables Quiz—an application that builds automatic recall of multiplication facts. It has been wonderful 
to see the confidence growing among learners within their multiplication facts. Automatic recall directly 
relates to the efficiency at which students can move through mathematics problem solving. 

As we continue another wonderful term of learning at Glen Waverley Primary School, 

our newsletter aims to guide home learning intentions and purposeful study. We have 

learners that are interested and hungry to learn, it is fantastic to hear the thinking and 

learning they continue to do beyond school hours. 

What Went Well? 

 We have presented our Term One Inquiry presentations, ’The Impact of the First 

Settlers on Indigenous Australians,’ to the whole level in the style of a learning walk 

(much like our Science Fair). We saw the children grow in confidence, organisation 

and reflective thinking. 

 As a cohort we have built our sustained reading time. The children are 

reading independently with focus and tracking their metacognition with 

minimal prompting. A research-based approach to extending our reading 

comprehension and metacognition. 

 Students have created organised and explicit financial plans, based 

around the life skill of budgeting and managing money. 

(Our powerful reflective question in Level Four; What Went Well, aims to 

build critical thinking and positive education. Why not try it at home?) 



 

 

Our learners are passionate about Literacy learning and enjoyed commencing the term with a focus on Poetry in 

Writing. Our purpose in studying poetry was to encourage students to extend their vocabulary to include richer 

language in their writing pieces and also to further investigate the VOICES approach. VOICES is a framework 

through which we discuss and structure our writing, with each letter standing for a different key concept (Voice, 

Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent Word Choice and Sentence Fluency). In Week 4, we will start our 

study of how to write Information Reports. This will support students to be able to present their inquiry learning 

in an organised format. 

At Glen Waverley Primary School we want to instil in our students the importance of active reading and 

therefore are focusing upon the development of several key reading skills this term. Firstly, our students will 

focus on refining their skills at summarising in order to support them to research information effectively. 

Inferring is a higher order skill connected to predicting which students need in order to understand the 

underlying themes and ideas in a text. Therefore this skill will be a key focus for several weeks mid way through 

the term. The skills of questioning and visualising will also be addressed so that students have a wide repertoire 

of strategies to use to engage them in their reading at a deep level. 

In Level Four, we have been exploring numerous approach-

es towards building our spelling knowledge. This has been 

valuable in developing our awareness towards the im-

portance of purposeful spelling thinking, as well as the jour-

ney we are heading towards creating a whole-school ap-

proach to learning spelling. 

We have begun exploring the connections between spelling 

and writing. Some learners have created individual spelling 

booklets to detail words that they are learning to spell, as 

well as words they have successfully learnt to spell with con-

fidence. Level Four are mindful that selecting words we 

have made misconceptions about in our writing, are practi-

cal when using in real-life contexts and personal writing. 

We will begin experiencing the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write, 

Check’ approach to learning spelling in Term Two and ex-

plore its benefits towards developing our spelling skills. We 

have really valued this opportunity to explore our evolving 

Whole School Approach to Spelling and look forward to see-

ing where this experience takes us! 

Throughout Level 4 we have been discover-
ing how our school value of ‘Respect’ can in-
fluence our levels of thinking and under-
standing of a lesson. We have completed a 
sequence of Wellbeing Lessons focused 
around Respect; respect for each other, re-
spect for ourselves and respect for our 
learning and the learning environment. 

The learning journey progressed with clas-
ses creating a display that shares the 
knowledge learnt collaboratively throughout 
our unit sequence. The displays have the 
theme ‘How Does Respect Grow’.  Try to look 
out for these visual anchor charts, discuss-
ing each learners unique perspectives. 

As a Level 4 community we are proud of the 
high level of respect the children have es-
tablished and aim to continue to stretch 
this thinking with consistent wellbeing; ’You 
Can Do It,’ lessons and reflecting the expec-
tations produced in our colourful creations! 



In Inquiry, our curious learners will investigate ‘Earths Place in 

Space’. They will begin their learning journey by brainstorming 

thought provoking questions driven by their interests. Their val-

uable thinking will be primed as they visit ScienceWorks and fo-

cus on exploring the planetarium. During this session, our learn-

ers will also view a 45-minute presentation called ‘TILT’ which 

discusses Earth’s TILT and how this affects our seasons! Follow-

ing this excursion, learners will begin to draw links between 

Space and concepts that tie into physical, biological and chemi-

cal Sciences. All learners will learn to question, shift their think-

ing, collaborate, debate and discuss key concepts at every op-

portunity.  

Alongside this, learners will have a clear focus on Space and digi-

tal advances that we have currently made in robotics. We can’t 

wait to collaboratively explore ‘Earths Place in Space’! 

 
In Term Two, our mathematics curriculum has begun with project-based learning with a focus on mon-

ey. This has seen student explore and create a financial plan, that includes a budget, to their ideal holi-

day destination. It has been wonderful to see the children organise the layout of where money is spent, 

how it is spent and keep a running tally as the spend and save dollar values. As our term progresses, we 

will be looking deeper into time, raising the big question of “Why do we use time?” and then connect-

ing time to angles by asking, “Why do we need to identify angles?” These core mathematics themes are 

important life skills as they set the foundation for elapsed time, 24-hour time and organisation.  

Throughout this term, we will continue our Maths Talks, which focus on building mathematical com-

putational skills in an open and collaborative forum. Children discuss their metacognition and track 

their thinking with the intention on sharing them to extend whole class thinking. 


