
 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Welcome to another exciting term of learning in Level Three at Glen Waverley Primary School.  
We had an amazing Term Three with many highlights including the CERES excursion, Book Week 
and the very popular sleepover.  It was amazing to see the learners apply skills such as 
independence and initiative in these instances, with the sleepover preparing them for the 
camps they will attend in their future years at GWPS. This term we look forward to exploring an 
exciting inquiry unit, where the students will delve into the world of materials, and receive a 
visit from ‘Mad About Science’ to further their skills and understandings in this area. 
 
The end of this school year will see reports go live to families via Compass on December 19th.  
The Level Three teachers will be informing you about the successes in your child’s learning, 
including their achievements and areas of growth this semester. 
 
We would also like to remind the students about the importance of sun safety in Term Four. 
Hats will be required to be worn during recess, lunchtime and sports sessions.  Please encourage 
your children to bring a water bottle to school so they can refill this throughout the day to stay 
hydrated, especially on those very warm days. This will ensure their brains and bodies are 
always ready for optimal learning.  
 
We are certainly all looking forward to a very productive and rigorous term with a great deal of 
very exciting learning taking place. 
 
Debbie Hunter, Wageesha Silva, Ashley Jacobs, Christine Marotti, Bianca Liburti and Lindy Tran. 

 

 

 



I am the oldest of three brothers. When not teaching, I love to read, with my favourite genres 

being fantasy and sci-fi. At the moment I am reading the Mortal Engines quartet of books. This 

love of the imaginary also applies to films and I really enjoy going to the movies. My favourite 

films of all time are the Star Wars series. I have two dogs, Archer and Harry who were both 

rescues. I adopted them together as they would not 

leave the Lost Dogs Home without each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday November 6th –  Melbourne Cup Day 

(no school) 

Friday November 9th - School Disco

Wednesday November 14th – ‘Mad About 

Science’ Incursion 

Wednesday  December 19th – 2019 Day 
- School Reports Go Live  
 
Friday  December 21st - Last Day of Term 

(1:30pm finish)  

 

 

ARCHER 

HARRY 



What a spectacular year it has been so far, with wonderful progress being made with the 

learners’ reading abilities and attainment of goals and strategies. This term we will continue to 

deepen their Reading and Viewing skills through the lens of our whole school CAFÉ approach. 

(Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency, Expanding Vocabulary). 

We will begin the term by reviewing the goal of ‘Expanding our vocabulary.’ This will be 

completed through the accurate use of dictionaries and thesaurus’ and by tuning into the 

interesting words read in personally selected ‘good fit’ books. ‘Good fit’ books are essential to 

developing the learners reading abilities and allowing students to read books that provide 

challenge and academic growth. By tuning into interesting words while reading, the learners will 

begin to implement new vocabulary through both speaking and writing.  

The students will then move onto revision of the CAFÉ goal of Fluency, further developing their 

abilities to read texts accurately and with expression. Building on their Fluency skills, the 

students will increase their awareness of adjusting their reading rate depending on the theme, 

situation and/or dialogue of the text. This will be practised through reading and performing 

plays in groups. Focus will be on the importance of the use of different character’s voices, to 

present engaging, fluent and expressive plays to their classmates. These presentations will 

coincide with school’s You Can Do It program, focusing on the keys of Confidence, Persistence, 

Organisation, Getting Along and Resilience.  

By working on their Comprehension, the learners will continue to build their inferential and 

literal knowledge of texts through the following strategies:  

- Ask questions before, during and after reading.  

- Infer using our schema and text clues.  

- Comprehension through deep level questioning. 

These strategies can also be used when listening and discussing books with your children at 

home.  

The students will also be reviewing the features of procedural texts which will include reading 

the texts accurately and then following the steps to make what is the expected goal. This will 

include following 

procedures 

to make items such as 

paper hats and edible 

tea cups. Links will be 

made through the 

Reading program and 

planned Writing 

experiences 

throughout 

Term Four.  

 
 



 
 
 
 

Our Level Three learners continue to make wonderful progress in their personal writing. 
Throughout Term Four they will continue to work on our whole school VOICES approach (Voice, 
Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent word choice, Sentence Fluency). Associated 
strategies within each of these VOICES areas will be reviewed, which will in turn assist with one 
on one teacher/student conferencing. During this process the learner’s writing is discussed, 
feedback and feedforward presented and then relevant personal writing goals set for future 
learning.  During the first half of Term Four the students will review the features of Procedural 
Texts which will include experiences such as reading, sequencing, testing and writing 
procedures. They will explore the structure of procedures in terms of organisation and text 
features. Throughout the second half of the term the students will engage in ‘free choice’ 
writing where they will choose the text types and topics they would like to write about, thereby 
practising and refining the writing genres that have been investigating throughout the year. We 
are looking forward to seeing continued successes in regard to the students written expression. 
 
 

As in previous terms, the students will be encouraged to continue to expand their vocabulary, 
and this process will continue to be assisted with the Spelling Inquiry. They will identify words 
misspelt in their writing or words they are interested in learning and will then research these 
words/letter patterns, developing a rich understanding of the origin and other important 
elements which are relevant. The structure of words will be investigated to understand how to 
use prefixes, suffixes and base words and investigations will take place regarding what makes a 
compound word and a contraction.  Various letter patterns will also be reviewed relevant to the 
student’s needs. Both, when working in the classroom and for their Home Learning, the 
students will complete the Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check approach. After completing an Inquiry 
about a specific letter pattern, a list of words will be formulated which both follow this pattern 
and are exceptions to the rule. Students will continue to choose words from this list that are 



‘good fit’ words for them. These are words that they may use in their writing in the future so 
would like to learn how to spell and words that are appropriate to their current level of learning. 

Opportunities will continue to be provided throughout Term Four to encourage the students to 

further develop their speaking and listening skills. This should occur through presentations of 

their learning, group discussions, collaborative group experiences, circle time and also through 

oral presentations of Home Learning and other topics with which the students need to prepare 

a talk to present to the class. Active listening will continue to be an expectation, with the 

audience being encouraged to question the presenter following sharing. We encourage the 

sharing of thoughts and information through confident, clear speaking and active listening at all 

times.  Respect for others and taking turns continue to be paramount to any speaking and 

listening learning tasks implemented in the class. The students will be encouraged to continue 

to use ‘Talk Moves’ to show their understanding and interaction with topics being discussed. 

 

Level three teachers and students is are excited to be launching into a rigorous term of 
mathematics learning. This term, we will be exploring a range of areas including location and 
transformation, geometry and number. With the guidance of Lizzie Rennie, the Learning 
Specialist for mathematics, we have been able to create rigorous, engaging and hands on 
learning tasks that students have been thoroughly enjoying. 

Location and transformation: the learners have been working with Dash robots and the 
application Blockly, to create algorithms using the language of transformation. Students tapped 
into their spatial reasoning and understanding of positional concepts to help them formulate 
and reflect on their ability to program their robots from one end of a grid to another, (as can be 
seen in the photo below!) 

Geometry: students will be exploring angles in the real world with the aim of again utilising 
digital technology to help consolidate their understanding of angles, but connecting it to coding 
skills. The students will create pathways with different angles to navigate their Dash robots from 
one end of the grid to the other. 

Number: towards the end of this term, students will consolidate their understanding of number 
through revising previously encountered topics such as the four operations, 
fractions, decimals and place value. They will also focus on investigating patterns 
in number. 

Throughout all of these topics, students will be working towards their proficiency 
goals of Problem solving, Understanding, Reasoning and Fluency. They will also 
strengthen their understanding of these proficiencies, particularly problem solving and 
reasoning, by participating in analytical Maths Talks, generally taking place at the beginning of 
Maths sessions. 



 

In Term Four, students in Level Three will be learning about materials and investigating the 

question, ‘How can Materials be changed for a different purpose?’ This topic will have strong 

links to the term Three Inquiry topic of Sustainability as students will be repurposing household 

and common objects for different purposes.  

 

Areas covered in this Inquiry unit will include the properties of materials and how these impact 

on how these resources are used and the differences between products which are natural and 

man-made (synthetic). Students will also conduct research and compare and contrast materials 

in the construction of objects created from repurposed materials. These experiences will involve 

hands on learning relating to the goals of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering Art and 

Manufacturing.) 

    

‘Material World’ will be a hands on and engaging unit of learning which will develop the 

following skills within our learners. 

 critical and 

creative thinking 

 problem solving 

 analytical thinking 

 scientific observation 

 getting along 

 design technologies 
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To build on the student’s interest and learning within this Inquiry the following activities could 

be completed at home: 

 Discuss with your children, the materials that household objects are made of and why 

that particular material was chosen. 

 Encourage children to analyse the properties of materials they experience, for example 

stretching, tearing, and applying water to various substances to conclude what they 

would be best used for. 

 Collecting interesting materials found at home to present to class and for use in the 

construction of an item.   

 

 

 

Just a couple more reminders for you: 

 Home Learning – Home learning will continue to be distributed on Friday and will be due 
the following Friday.  It is expected that it will be fully completed and to a high standard.  
Presentation should be neat with legible handwriting and should include colourful 
supportive illustrations where applicable. Parents should sign the weekly information 
sheet after ensuring that Home Learning has been completed.

 Home Reading – It is important that the students read for at least fifteen minutes each 
evening.  Please sign their diaries after they have read and encourage them to read a 
wide variety of material at home.  The students may choose their take home books from 
the classroom, library or home.  To ensure they choose ‘good fit’ books encourage them 
to apply the ‘five finger test’.

As always, if you have any other queries or matters you would like to discuss with your teachers 

please don’t hesitate to organise a meeting.  Your students well being is always at the centre of 

our thoughts and actions. 

Again, thanking you for your ongoing support and assistance and looking forward to a 

productive Term Four, 

Kind Regards, 



Debbie Hunter, Wageesha Silva, Ashley Jacobs, Christine Marotti, Bianca Liburti and Lindy Tran

 


