
 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
  
Welcome back to another fantastic term of learning at Glen Waverley Primary School. Term One 
brought many highlights for the level including our school swimming program and Cultural 
Diversity week, which saw the learners produce a wonderful project about their cultural 
heritage through project based learning. 
This term will again bring many highlights, such as the 
excursion to the Royal Botanic Gardens in Week Eleven, 
which will provide a wonderful conclusion to our inquiry 
unit ‘Plants in Action.’ During this Inquiry, the students 
will make discoveries about plants and their life cycles. 
This inquiry will be supported in the classroom with a 
number of exciting learning experiences, including 
growing our own broad beans and closely following the 
changes that occur in a plant after germination.  
 
During the second week of May, students will sit the National Assessment Program of Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) where they will be tested on the key learning areas of reading, writing, 
mathematics and language conventions.   We are currently completing NAPLAN practice 
assessments to ensure the students feel comfortable about the format in which NAPLAN is 
presented.  Please ensure your child is feeling comfortable about completing this Australia wide 
assessment.  The main intention of the NAPLAN data is to compare schools around Victoria and 
Australia to see where teaching and learning can be improved. 
 
We are all looking forward to a very productive, rigorous and interesting term of learning, 
 
Debbie Hunter, Wageesha Silva,  Ashley Jacobs, Christine Marotti, Bianca Liburti and Lindy Tran. 

 

I love to spend my spare time reading and going to the football to support my AFL team, St 

Kilda.  I also enjoy spending time with my eight month old grandson, Koby and on the weekend I 

like to watch my adult children play sport.  I love to travel, especially going on cruises, 

particularly to the islands of the South Pacific 

where my husband and I enjoy snorkelling and 

swimming in the beautiful, clear, blue water! 



Stay tuned for the Term Three newsletter when we will profile Mr Ashley Jacobs! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

In Reading and Viewing, students will be using a range of different texts on a daily basis to help 
reinforce the CAFÉ strategies. The CAFÉ program helps students become effective readers by 
providing them with reading strategies to assist with decoding, understanding and analysing 
texts.  This is implemented to a deeper level than in the earlier years.  
Various areas of reading to be covered this term will include continuing to establish the 
difference between literal and inferred information in a text and how to most effectively answer 
different types of questions.  The learners will also review how to effectively summarise the text 
and recognise strategies the author has used to encourage the reader to feel various emotions. 
It is important to remember that children in the modern world access texts in a range of 
different ways and sometimes a Reading and Viewing lesson could include watching video clips 
and completing a variety of reading tasks using digital devices. One of the best ways to support 
your child’s reading in the classroom is by listening to them read for at least fifteen minutes 
each night at home and taking the time to discuss the book with them. The following questions 
are a great way to start a conversation:  

Wednesday May 9th – ICAS Exam – Digital Technologies. 

May 10th -  Mothers Day Stall 

Tuesday May 15th – NAPLAN – Writing 

Conventions/Writing 

Wednesday May 16th –– NAPLAN - Reading 

Thursday May 17th  – NAPLAN – Mathematics 

Monday May 21st and Tuesday May 22nd – Book Fair 

Monday June 11th – Queens Birthday Holiday 

Tuesday June 12th – Curriculum Day – No School for 

Students. 

Tuesday June 26th – Royal Botanic Gardens Excursion 

Monday June 25th and Wednesday June 27th – Student 

led conferences 

Friday June 27th – Last day of Term Two.  Early dismissal 

at 2.30 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday April 17th – First day back for Term Two 

 



 
 “ What did you just read about?  What were the main ideas, in sequence?” 

 “What does the author want you to feel when you read this text?”  

 “Are there any words on the page that you don’t know?  Can you work out their 
meaning by using text clues?” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In Writing this term, learners have been focusing on analysing and creating narratives and 
persuasive texts. As a thought provoking beginning to the study of persuasive writing, students 
reviewed visual advertisements, concentrating on the particular strategies that are used to try 
to convince people to buy or use a particular product.  
Following completion of their learning on advertising, Level Three students are writing their own 
persuasive essays. They are being encouraged to write texts which include an opening 
paragraph stating their opinion on a topic, then support their opinion with three or more valid 
reasons (assigning one paragraph to each reason) and then finishing with a conclusion.  
Approximately half way through the term, the writing focus will be shifted from persuasive 
writing to informative writing, to support the learning we are 
completing in our inquiry: “Plants in Action”.  Learners will be 
required to research their information in various ways and create 
their own interesting and comprehensive texts. They will use non-
fiction characteristics such as headings, captions, diagrams and 
graphs to provide the reader with information in multiple ways. 
You can support your child at home by reading information 
reports regarding their favourite topics and discussing the 
strategies that the author used to convey information such as 
graphs and diagrams.  
 

As part of the Spelling program in Term Two, the students will be encouraged to continuously 

expand their vocabulary, and this process will continue to be assisted with the Spelling Inquiry. 

They will identify words misspelt in their writing, and then research these words, developing a 

rich understanding of the origin and other important elements relevant to their spelling words. 

The structure of words will be investigated to understand how to use prefixes, suffixes and base 



words (e.g. re, dis, mis, un, under, ly) and investigate what makes a compound word and a 

contraction.  Various letter patterns will also be investigated relevant to the student’s needs. 

Both, when working in the classroom and for their Home Learning, the students will complete 

the Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check approach with their selected spelling words. The students 

may bring home the same words several times.  This will occur if they have not fully mastered 

the ability to spell them independently.  They need to continue to practise the word until they 

can spell it four times independently when tested, without any errors.  Students will complete 

partner testing each Friday regarding the words they practised for Home Learning.

Every opportunity will continue to be given for the students to further develop their speaking 

and listening skills through presentations of their learning, group discussions, 

circle time when each student contributes to a particular topic being reviewed 

and also through oral presentations of Home Learning and other topics with 

which the students need to prepare a talk to present to the class. Later in Term 

Two, we will introduce ‘Newstime’ when learners will be encouraged to bring an 

article/item to present and discuss with the whole class or a small collaborative group.  Active 

listening will be expected with the audience being encouraged to question the presenter, 

following their sharing. We encourage confident, clear speaking and active listening at all times.  

Respect for others thoughts and taking turns continue to be paramount to any speaking and 

listening learning tasks implemented in the class. 

 

Throughout Term Two, Level Three students will be completing 
learning experiences covering a variety of topics in the field of 
Mathematics. Areas to be focused on include:  

 Measurement — Length, Mass and Area.   
Learning tasks will include estimating, measuring, 
ordering and comparing different objects using familiar 
metric units and scaled instruments.  

 Time and seasons. 
The learners will use various types of analogue and digital 
clocks to tell time to the minute and investigate the 
relationship between units of time.  This will include 
using am and pm notation and will lead to the solving of simple time problems. 

 Data and Graphing  
Learning tasks will include, independently collecting data by questioning their peers 
about a topic of their choice and then recording this information in tabular form.  The 
learners will transfer this data into several pictorial representations including picture, 
column and bar graphs.  Comparison and analysis of the suitability of different data 
displays and the information gathered will take place. 

  Number – Multiplication and Division 
The students will explore multiplication and division by representing and solving 
equations and problems using a variety of efficient mental and written strategies.  Using 
concrete materials and through pictorial form, they will investigate the relationship 



between multiplication and division. This will lead to the solving of relevant real life 
problems where they will apply their understanding, fluency and reasoning skills. 

 
Before preparing for each topic the teachers across the level will conduct a formative 
assessment which will allow us to teach each student at their point of need based upon where 
they are in their learning. Research shows that children best learn mathematics through real life, 
concrete experiences, so if you wish to help you child in the area of mathematics the following 
tasks at home may be beneficial.  
 

 Measurement — Mass, weight and length. Cooking with an adult can often be a great 
way to help children to learn the concepts of calculating grams and kilograms in 
addition to litres and millilitres. When helping children learn length there is nothing 
better than sitting down with a ruler and measuring some objects around the house, 

converting between centimetres and millimetres.  
 

 Time and months — A great way to support your child 
with learning to tell the time is quite simple, buy them a watch. 
For some children, learning to tell the time on an analogue clock 
can be quite tricky. By purchasing your child a watch you give 
your child plenty of opportunity to practice telling the time. It is 
really easy to teach your child the skills they need to tell the time 
and ask them three times a day, “Can you please tell me the 
time?”  
 

 Data and Graphing - There are many ways that data can be represented in graphs and 
tables. The best way to support your child in this area is to show them real life examples 
of graphs that you may receive in a water or electricity bill and discuss the features of 
the graph and what important information it is telling you. 

 
 Number (Multiplication and division) –  Provide some real life examples for your child 

to calculate requiring them to apply multiplication and division skills.  For example, use 
AFL football scores to encourage use of the processes.  Students can calculate how 
many points a particular number of goals would be – Five goals would be thirty points.  
If a team kicked 60 points, how many goals could that be? 

 
In Mathematics, the students will continue to extend their thinking by applying the four 

proficiencies (SURF – Problem solving, understanding, reasoning, fluency).  This will  ensure that 

as well as understanding and applying a particular concept with speed and fluency, the students 

are also able to problem solve and reason to solve real life problems.  This is building the 

students’ capacity to take their mathematical thinking and application to a higher level outside 

the classroom.  In all topics, students will be given real life problems to solve to ensure they are 

able to apply the skills and concepts they are mastering. 

Throughout Term One, the Level Three learners unpacked and 
focused on the implementation of the very important 3 Foci, 



introduced to the school and community by Mr Catalano at the beginning of the year.  As a year 
level and as students and teachers we will continue to implement: 
 

 Academic Rigour – the effort we place in teaching and learning, which ensures that all 
learners are challenged and working towards success in their learning. 

 Orderliness – the importance of ensuring everything is in order, organised, neat, tidy, etc., 
including the students learning experiences. 

 Educating the Whole Child – academic education is one element of raising happy, healthy 
children, however it is important that we also focus on concepts, values or skills such as 
persistence. 
 

During Term Two, the Level Three teachers will provide targeted learning experiences to ensure 
these foci are implemented and demonstrated rigorously. These learning tasks will include 
continual review and how we can best apply the school values and the ‘You Can Do It’ Keys to 
Success. (Persistence, Organisation, Getting Along, Respect and Resilience). 

Just a few more reminders for you: 

 Hats – Students will not be required to wear hats after May 1st.  However it is always a 
good practice to keep hats at school and continue to wear them until the warmer days 
have passed.

 Home Learning – Home learning will be distributed on Friday and will be due the 
following Friday.  It is expected that it will be fully completed and to a high standard.  
Presentation should be neat with legible handwriting and should include colourful 
supportive illustrations where applicable

 Home Reading – It is important that the students read for at least fifteen minutes each 
evening.  Please sign their diaries after they have read and encourage them to read a 
wide variety of material at home.  The students may choose their take home books from 
the classroom, library or home.  To ensure they choose ‘good fit’ books encourage them 
to apply the ‘five finger test’.

If you have any other queries or matters you would like to discuss with your teachers please 

don’t hesitate to organise a meeting.  Your students well being is always at the centre of our 

thoughts and actions. 

Thanking you for your ongoing support and assistance and looking forward to a productive Term 

Two, 

Kind Regards, 

Debbie Hunter, Wageesha Silva, Ashley Jacobs, Christine Marotti, Bianca Liburti and Lindy Tran

 


