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Important Dates 

 

6/9 Melbourne Cup Day (No 
School) 

9/11 School Disco 

19/12 2019 Day & School Reports 
go live on Compass 

21/12 Last day of the Year 
(1:30pm) 

Level One 

Newsletter 
Term 4, 2018 
Welcome back to our final term of the 2018 year at Glen Waverley Primary 

School. We hope you’ve had a fantastic break and your children are ready to 

make new learning discoveries. The Level One team are excited and are 

anticipating a wonderful term of teaching and learning. 

As a part of their learning, students have already begun updating and refining 

their personalised goals. Our focus this term is to support the students with 

creating a personal ‘tool box’, preparing them for what’s to come this term and in 

Level Two next year! Additionally, Term Four is an opportunity for students to 

consolidate the knowledge and skills they’ve developed throughout the year, as 

well as explore additional learning areas across the Victorian Curriculum. 

We have an exciting and busy term of learning planned for Level One. We have 

included some important dates you can add to your diary. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and we look forward to an engaging Term 

Four of learning and successes! 

 

 

Lauren Anderson (Teaching and Learning Leader), 

Manuela Pertile, Joshua Lowe,  Anna Meng, Nicola 

Dean, Lyn Clugg (Reading Recovery), Penelope 

Polydoros (TSL), Arezou Javidi (TSL) 

 

 



Reading 

We can’t believe it’s the fourth term of CAFÉ Reading! The emphasis 

at this time of year is placed on consolidating reading and to focus on 

applying a range of strategies from comprehension alongside Accura-

cy, Fluency and Expanding Vocabulary. The children have been given 

a variety of personal reading goals and have had opportunities for one 

on one conferencing with their classroom teacher.                            

CAFÉ Reading is a whole school approach; each classroom in the 

school has a CAFÉ menu displayed in the classroom to demonstrate 

the particular reading skills. You are invited to see your child’s class-

room and ask your child about their learning represented on the CAFÉ 

wall, in addition to their personal reading goals. You will notice the 

depth of learning that your child has achieved in reading throughout 

the year. The students will be focusing on fiction texts and exploring 

Fairy tales. They will be taught the following CAFÉ strategies in Term 

Four:  

 

 Determine the author’s purpose  

 Identify literary elements in texts  

 Revising I-PICK strategies to select Good fit Books for independ-

ent reading 

 Questioning, Summarising, Comparing and Contrasting 

 Predict and Infer 

 Tune into interesting words   

 

To complement our whole school approach to reading, each student 

is expected to have a take home book to practice their independent 

and shared reading skills at home. Parents can support their child’s 

reading at home and help consolidate their learning by asking these 

supporting questions. What was the main idea of the story? What was 

the author’s purpose? In addition, asking your child whether the book 

they are reading was written to inform, persuade or entertain? We 

encourage you to ask your child about their 

individual reading goal to help their reading 

progress and it is important that each child 

continue to log their reading as it occurs in 

their diary each day (with parent’s initials) 

for the classroom teacher to check when 

appropriate. 

  

  

What you can do to help at 

home 

Reading 

 Listen to your child read 

every night and sign their 

diary 

 Discuss characters and their 

emotions 

 Ask your child to “retell” 

you the story focusing on 

the most important parts  

 If your child is stuck on a 

word, ask them what 

strategies they could use 

before helping them with 

the correct word 

Writing 

 Ask your child to 

summarise a story in 

writing 

 Ask you child to write a 

letter/email to a friend or 

family member 

 Create a story plan 

together using a graphic 

organiser 

 Ask your child to write 

down any interesting words 

they encounter  

 Ensure that your child 

writes using appropriate 

posture (sitting up straight, 

feet on the floor and 

tummy touching the table) 

and pencil grip (tripod grip) 



  

Throughout the year students have been given writing goals which they will continue to work on 

throughout the remainder of the year. Setting these goals includes one on one conferences with their 

classroom teacher as a reflection of their literacy progress. We will also continue to use the VOICES 

strategies: Voice, Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent Word Choice and Sentence Fluency to 

enhance the students writing.  

Students will begin the term by using their metacognition focusing on narrative texts and learning 

about the different aspects of writing in this genre. Students will learn about 

the importance of planning their story before they begin writing, as well as 

the conventions of narrative writing such as including setting, characters, 

problem and solution. The setting will set the scene or the mood and 

introduce the main characters in the story. Following this students will 

introduce a problem or complication that causes an issue, giving the story a 

purpose. The challenge for students will be to captivate the audience and 

keep them engaged  throughout the story.   

Students will be explicitly taught the following VOICES strategies in Term Four:  

 

 Draw pictures to express and idea or event  

 Writing with a clear beginning, middle and end 

 Using a Writer’s notebook to generate ideas 

 Using a Capital letter and full stop to signify the beginning and end of a sentence 

 Adding words that give writing punch and pizzazz 

 Rereading own writing to check Does It Make Sense ?(DIMS) 

 Sequencing ideas in a logical order 

 

Students will continue to develop their writing through ‘Free Choice Writing’ and sustained writing 

workshops where students will have the opportunity to choose personalised text types and  move 

through the writing process. This will give students the opportunity to  consolidate and review the 

various text types they have been exposed to throughout the term. 

The students will also continue to revise spelling the various sound/letter patterns they use regularly in 

their writing and also High Frequency words. Handwriting will be revised through learning tasks 

involving practice of accurate letter formation and positioning on the dotted thirds. 

 

.  

Writing 

  



Spelling 

Each student is challenged to improve their knowledge of spelling 

patterns and generalisations through explicit spelling lessons each 

week. Spelling with meaning and investigating strategies to improve 

accuracy are key components of the program. Students will 

consolidate their understanding of their spelling through our weekly 

Home Learning. They are required to spell a list of words (inquiry /

sound based/or personalised words) using the Look, Say, Name, 

Cover, Write, Check approach and will be monitored for progress each 

Friday  

Speaking and Listening 

Students have the opportunity to improve their speaking and 

listening skills through presentations of their favourite book in the 

first few weeks of learning. Students 

were asked to bring in a favourite book 

and discuss why the book was 

important to them. 

In addition to oral presentations, 
students will be participating in 
“Reader’s Theatre” later in the term as a 
way to consolidate their fluency and 
accuracy skills as well as building their 
confidence to speak in front of a larger 
group using appropriate tone, pace and 
volume. 

You Can Do It (YCDI) 

As a part of our ‘You Can Do It’ learning, we have continued to explore 

strategies linking to our school values of ‘Respect, Initiative, Integrity 

and Global Empathy’. In addition, the 2018 foci are also on the 

forefront of our teaching and learning within this space. Students will 

reflect on their personal goal and update it according to their areas of 

learning for the term. They can be applied within the learning space, 

as well as transferred into day-to-day contexts. 

We have also drawn connections to our inquiry unit by building 

students’ mindfulness towards global empathy and gratitude for the 

resources we have ready access to. These links allow for deep learning 

to occur, as well as opportunities for students to experience authentic 

learning opportunities in the classroom. 

  

 

What you can do to help at 

home 

Maths 

 Discuss the difference in 

temperature each day 

 Ask you child “what ‘s the 

time”? 

 Ask your child practice skip 

counting by 2,5,10  

forwards and backwards 

from different starting 

points 

Eg– count up by 5’s starting at 7 

(7,12,17,22 etc) count back by 

2’s starting at 31 (31, 29, 27,25) 

 

YCDI 

 Encourage your child to use 

a strategy before asking for 

help. 

 Discuss the Learning Pit 

with your child and ask 

them to reflect on their day 

using the language of the 

Learning Pit. 

 Encourage independence 

by allowing your child to 

take on a role or 

responsibility at home eg 

pack their own bag or make 

part of their lunch. 

 



  

This term, Year One learners will continue to extend their skills and knowledge by applying their understanding 
of the Mathematical Proficiencies of Problem Solving (S), Understanding (U), Reasoning (R) and Fluency (F).  
Throughout the term, learners will be provided various opportunities to explain their thinking and identify 
strategies they are using when completing mathematical problems in order to justify their chosen strategy and 
mathematical understandings of the three content strands of Mathematics: Number and Algebra, Measurement 
and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. In keeping with Glen Waverley Primary School’s whole school 
approach to Mathematics, all learners will continue to explore each concept  by participating in Math Talks where 
learners are provided an opportunity to work towards their personalised math's goal and explore 
misconceptions. 

Learners will begin the term by exploring Chance and Probability, identifying practical activities and everyday 
events that involve chance. The children will learn to describe outcomes as ‘likely’ or ‘unlikely’ and identify some 
events as ‘certain’ or ‘impossible’ and describe their reasoning.  

Next, learners will consolidate their learning of Time, with an emphasis on reading both analogue and digital 
time with speed and fluency. They will build their understanding of time by representing o’clock, half past and 
quarter past/to in analogue and digital form and applying their understanding of time to predict what the time 
will be in 4 hours, 45 minutes and 24 hours.  

Learners will then have the opportunity to revisit number concepts and explore the connection between 
multiplication and division. They will be introduced to the concept of recognising and representing multiplication 
and division as repeated addition, groups and arrays. They will be challenged to manipulate numbers into smaller 
groups to solve problems efficiently and effectively, justify their chosen strategy and show their understanding 
by applying their knowledge of skip counting to calculate the number of objects in several identical groups. Our 
focus will then be on recognising and representing division as grouping of objects into equal sets and solving 
simple problems using these representations. This could include dividing the class or a collection of objects into 
equal-sized groups as well as identifying the difference between dividing a set of objects into three equal groups 
and dividing the same set of objects into groups of three.  

Next, learners will explore the relationship between Mass and Capacity, making comparisons between different 
items and using appropriate units to describe their measurements. They we will compare masses of objects using 
balance scales to determine whether the mass of different objects is more, less or about the same. They will 
describe these measurements using appropriate uniform informal units eg. the pencil weighs the same as 14 
counters.  

Finally, learners will be consolidating their understanding of all concepts covered by focusing on problem solving 

at the end of Term 4. Learners will apply their mathematical knowledge and language 

to explain their thinking. They will be encouraged to use a range of problem solving 

strategies such as using concrete materials, as well as pictorial and abstract 

representations to plan an approach to an open-ended question that may have more 

than one answer. Learners will be encouraged to use their talk moves to agree or 

respectfully disagree and to use higher order skills such as justifying to explain their 

approach to the problem and convince each other that their chosen strategy was 

effective.  

 

Mathematics 

  



 

During Term Four, the Year One students 

based their Inquiry on Water. This unit of 

study required the students to use their 

metacognition and focus on the ethical 

capability about understanding the 

importance of water, where it comes 

from and how to preserve it. Through 

investigation, the students were engaged in collaboration, asked deep 

thought provoking questions and researched new information. By using 

a variety of resources and interactive devices the students’ 

independently completed hands on learning tasks to deepen their 

understanding of the topic. 

This unit commenced with a simple everyday question which we take 

for granted that is, ‘What is water?’ This encouraged students to think 

about ways they would explain this vital ingredient of life. Following on, 

the students continued their investigation on the different uses of water 

which encouraged them to interact with each other and share their 

thinking by comparing and contrasting their ideas. From here we 

started to explore and understand how water is obtained. The students 

were visited by a representative from Yarra Valley Water who engaged 

the students with his interactive approach through storytelling and sing

- a -long to explain the different types of water systems, and the process 

called the ‘Water Cycle’.  

As Global Citizens, we continued our learning by making connections to 

other countries and places in the world that do not have an accessible or 

adequate water supply. Through investigation the students were able to 

develop empathy and develop a deeper understanding of the important 

and precious liquid we call ‘water’. 

 

  

Inquiry 


