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Important Dates 

11th Oct  to 20th Oct  Swimming  

 Program 

1st November ‘Yarra Valley Water ‘ 

 Incursion 

7th November—Melbourne  Cup Day 
Holiday 

20th December—2018 day— 

 Students spend the day in their 
2018 grade.  

21st December—Class parties;  

 Reports  electronically go home. 

20th December—Last day of school. 
Early dismissal—1.30 pm. 

 

Level One Newsletter 
Term 4, 2017 

Welcome back to another exciting  term at Glen Waverley Primary 

School.  We hope you had a wonderful holiday break and your 

children are ready for a productive and enjoyable Term Four. We 

are certainly looking forward to continuing to work with your chil-

dren and guide and facilitate the amazing gains they are making in 

their learning. 

 

Thanking you for your ongoing support! 

 

Debbie Hunter (Teaching and Learning Leader),  

Manuela Pertile, Samantha Rich, Olivia Devitre,  

Joshua Lowe, Lyn Clugg & Penelope Polydoros 
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 2 Reading 
Glen Waverley Primary School uses the CAFÉ reading strategies to teach read-
ing. This program emphasizes the importance of comprehension alongside 
accuracy, fluency and expanding vocabulary.  
 
This term we will continue to focus on understanding what we read focusing on 
the accuracy strategy of  ‘Skipping the tricky word and finishing the sentence’.  
The students will then ask themselves—What word could it be?  What word 
would make sense.   Students will be encouraged to try different words that 
would make sense as well as using beginning middle and ending sounds to as-
sist with decoding the tricky word.  

In addition, we will be learning about and practising the strategy of fluency.   
Fuency is not only reading with a talking voice and  ‘not reading like a robot’ it 
is so much more! Fluency is important because it provides a bridge between 
word recognition and comprehension. Reading with fluency doesn’t necessari-
ly mean that you understand what you are reading, but it can help.  If a student 
is constantly stopping to sound out multiple words the meaning can break 
down. The overall process of reading also becomes long and laborious. 

There are 3 main components of fluency: 
Accuracy: It refers to the person’s ability to read words in a text automatically. 
Rate: The speed a person reads. Not too fast, not too slow, but just right. You 
must make your reading rate suit the purpose of the text. 
Prosody: Refers to stress, intonation, and pauses.  
 
Reread a book to practice fluency 
Re-reading a familiar book is a great way to improve fluency. We encourage 
the children to use fun voices for each character they encounter. 
Practice sight words and high frequency words 
Knowing these words at a glance will help your child read more fluently.  They 
will not have to stop and sound out commonly used words. 
Adjust and apply different reading rates to match text 
Good readers notice action and dialogue as they read. These cues let you know 
what speed to use as you read. 
Use punctuation to enhance phrasing 
Pay attention to periods, commas, question marks, and exclamation points as 
you read. 
 
Read ‘Good Fit’ books 
Students have learned to choose books that are just right.  For readers to have 
high success in reading, they must spend time reading material they can read 
with 95 to 100 percent accuracy. This will help them become fluent readers.  
After your child reads a book to you at home, ask how they felt about the 
book.  Did the book feel too easy, too hard, or just right?  Why?  If your child is 
bringing home books that are NOT just right, have a conversation about why 
he/she chose that particular book.  Encourage your child to select books that 
are a good fit for ability and interest.  These should be provided in the coloured 

book boxes your child has been matched to.  Reading a range of ‘Good Fit’ 
books and also consistently reading helps to Expand our Vocabulary.   
Finding, knowing and using interesting words will also be a focus this 
term.  
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In Writing, during Term Four, we will continue to use the VOICES 
strategies: Voice, Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent 
Word Choice and Sentence Fluency to enhance the students writ-
ing.  

We will begin this term by focusing on the Text Type of  Narratives. 

We will  explore character and setting development , narrative 
structure and vocabulary use.  Editing and revising their writing will 
also be a teaching focus. We are looking forward to seeing the 
wonderful literature that we know our Level One authors are going 
to produce!  

Following this, our focus will be on letter and email writing. We will 
investigate the correct format of writing letters and emails and the 
students will have practical experience with these important forms 
of writing.  

Students will continue to develop their writing through ‘Free 
Choice Writing’ workshops where they will have the opportunity to 
choose the topics they would like to write about and the text types 
that will best suit their writing. This will give them the opportunity 
to practice all of the text types, they have worked on throughout 
the year.  

The students will also continue to revise spelling the various sound/
letter patterns they use regularly in their writing and also ‘High 
Frequency’ words. Handwriting will be revised through learning 
tasks involving practice of accurate letter formation and position-
ing on the dotted thirds.  

 

Writing 
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This term, Year One students will continue to extend their skills 
and knowledge relating to the three content strands of Mathe-
matics: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and 
Statistics and Probability. Throughout the term, students will be 
challenged to explain their thinking and identify strategies they 
are using when completing mathematical problems in order to 
deepen their thinking and mathematical understandings. In 
keeping with Glen Waverley Primary School’s whole school ap-
proach to mathematics, all students will continue to explore each 
concept using concrete, ‘hands-on’ materials, pictorial examples 
and then abstract representations.  

Students will begin the term, exploring Chance and Probability, 
identifying practical activities and everyday events that involve 
chance. The children will learn to describe outcomes as ‘likely’ or 
‘unlikely’ and identify some events as ‘certain’ or ‘impossible’ and 
describe their reasoning.  

Next, students will explore the relationship between Mass and 
Capacity, making comparisons between different items and using 
appropriate uniform informal units to describe their measure-
ments. They we will compare masses of objects using balance 
scales to determine whether the mass of different objects is 
more, less or about the same. They will again learn to describe 
these measurements using appropriate uniform informal units 
eg. the pencil weighs the same as 14 counters.  

Our focus will then be on recognising and representing division as 
grouping of objects into equal sets and solving simple problems 
using these representations. This could include dividing the class 
or a collection of objects into equal-sized groups as well as identi-
fying the difference between dividing a set of objects into three 
equal groups and dividing the same set of objects into groups of 
three.  

Finally,  students will be introduced to the concept of recognising 
and representing multiplication as repeated addition, groups and 
arrays. This will involve representing array problems with availa-
ble materials and explaining reasoning as well as visualising a 
group of objects as a unit and linking this with skip counting 
knowledge to calculate the number of objects in several identical 
groups.  

 

 

Mathematics 
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Our Term Four Science, ‘Water Works’ focuses on gaining an 
understanding of why water is important to us and around 
the world.  Children will complete many varied learning 
tasks, including developing research skills, to assist them 
with forming the following understandings: 
The students will be investigating the following guiding 
statements: 

 Earth’s resources, including water, are used in a variety 
of ways;  

 Science involves asking questions about, and describing 
changes in, objects and events;  

 People use science in their daily lives, including when 
caring for their environment and living things.  
 

The unit began with each class looking at the different ways 
we use water and access water both locally and  globally .  
On the 1st November the  Level one students will attend a 
water incursion run by “Yarra Valley Water’  where they will 
conduct hands on science experiments.  In the following 
weeks the students will  investigate the water cycle  Thanks 
again to Manuela Pertile  (1E) for organising this water  
incursion. 
 
The Home Learning for Term four will continue to include 
some Science tasks  to consolidate understandings.  
 

Learning Goals 

As a means of further engaging the children with their 
learning, they have personalised learning goals in 
Reading, Writing, Maths and Learner Resilience 
(Wellbeing). The Level One Team encourage all par-
ents to ask the children to elaborate on their learning 
goals regularly with a particular focus on how the goal 
was developed, the progress they are making towards 
achieving their goals and what the children think their 
next goal may be.   

Science 

  


