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Important Dates 

18/8 Book Week 

21/8 Open Morning 

21/8 Book Week dress up day 

22/8 Open Night 

29-31 /8 Fathers day stall   

6/9 Level 1 Late Night at school 

21/9 Last day of Term 3  (2:30pm 
finish) 

Level One 

Newsletter 
Term 3, 2018 
Welcome back to another exciting term at Glen Waverley Primary School. We 
hope you had a wonderful holiday break and your children are ready for a 
productive and enjoyable Term Three.  

We are certainly looking forward to continuing working with your children, 

We have another busy and engaging term ahead of us. Level one have already 
started their learning journey, visiting Chesterfield Farm where we experienced 
hands on contact with live farm animals. Learners fed various animals and were 
able to gain real like experiences relevant to farm life.  

This will lead us into our learning areas where we will be use our new-found 
knowledge to deep our understanding of our Reading, Writing and Mathematics 
programs.  

We  have an exciting term ahead preparing for late night, where level one will be 
preparing for camps later in their school life. We also have book week to prepare 
for with our theme being ‘Find your Treasure– Australian Literature in our 
Curriculum..  

As usual it will be a busy and exciting term and we have included some important 
dates you can add to your diary. 

Thanking you for your ongoing support and we look forward to an engaging 
Term Three.  

 

Lauren Anderson (Teaching and Learning Leader), 

Manuela Pertile, Joshua Lowe,  Anna Meng, Nicola 

Dean, Lyn Clugg (Reading Recovery), Penelope 

Polydoros (TSL), Arezou Javidi (TSL) 

 

 



Reading 

This term learners are beginning to refine and apply complex reading skills 
utilising the CAFE approach with the aid of personalised reading goals. As 
accuracy skills are consolidated, it is important that learners use a variety of 
thinking skills and strategies to monitor the meaning of their texts. It is vital 
that learners understand what they are reading and why. 

 

Learners are beginning to analyse texts as ‘authors’ and are able to broaden 
their understanding by making self to text and text to world connections. 
The learners will be able to identify the features of different text features and 
compare and contrast these types by applying their comprehension skills. 
Later this term the learners will be able to utilise their Fluency skills by ad-
justing reading rates to match the texts that they read.  

 

The CAFÉ reading program is a whole school approach and each Level one 
classroom includes a CAFÉ menu and displayed is the particular reading skills 
that we have been learning about in our classrooms. You will see this grow-
ing throughout the year in every classroom.  

Some of the strategies that we will be learning in our reading sessions this 
term are: 

 Check for understanding 

 Sequencing 

 Questioning throughout the reading process 

 Making text to self and text to world connections 

 Inferring and supporting with evidence 

 

Reading sessions are comprised of the following: a mini lesson – where the 
reading strategy is introduced, a collaborative task (turning and talking or 
partner reading) and an independent learning experiences such as independ-
ent reading or a reading group with a focus. There is an opportunity at the 
end of each lesson for the learners to share their thinking with the class and 
for the class to reflect on their learning. 

Each learner will also be provided learning time to create, work towards and 
reflect on their individual learning goals specific for each learners particular 
area of need. 

To compliment this program, each child is expected to have a take home 
book (new books have been added recently for a larger variety of choice) to 
practice their independent reading skills at home. We recommend that your 
child discuss the story with you to ensure understanding of the text. 

Happy reading!    



  

In Writing this term, learners in Level One have been consolidating their knowledge and application of 

the ‘VOICES’ elements within different contexts. These include learning how to write a procedure using 

accurate structure, explicit language and steps. Upon completion of this learning experience, we’ll 

begin to explore different types of poetry such as cinquains, rhyming poems and acrostic poems. 

Additionally, learners will be able to transfer their knowledge and writing craft towards ‘Free Choice 

Writing’ opportunities, which allow them to showcase their creativity and express their thinking using a 

medium of their choice.  

We’ll also continue to build our knowledge of new vocabulary through rich 

Spelling Inquiries. These also complement the learning experienced 

within writing. Much of our learning connects directly to our Inquiry focus 

of ‘Farm to Table’, which provides the learners with authentic and 

meaningful learning opportunities to help them develop strategies for 

authorship. 

Through conferencing, learners will choose a writing trait from the  

VOICES menu (Voice, Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent Word 

Choice and Sentence Fluency) to develop and improve. Each learner will 

then work towards a personal learning goal through sustained and free 

choice writing.  

 

You Can Do It (YCDI) 

The Level One team are excited to implement the newly updated YCDI 

program. The Program will be tailored to the learners needs and will 

endeavour to keep the learners healthy by developing their social-

emotional thinking and self regulation. The NEW 

Program Achieve is a comprehensive framework 

that incorporates the latest research into the social 

and emotional characteristics of learners and how 

social skills influence their outcomes (e.g., 

achievement, relationships, wellbeing) 

Learners will be identifying personal strengths 

(Social and Emotional Skills) and developing a social 

and Emotional goal based on personal need. 

Writing 

  



What you can do to help 

at home 

Maths 

 Ask your child to 

count the change in 

your piggy bank 

 Discuss the weather 

 Discuss key family 

events by looking 

at a calendars 

Reading 

 Listen to your child 

read every night 

 Discuss characters 

and their emotions 

 Ask your child to 

“retell” you the sto-

ry 

Writing 

 Ask your child to 

write a list for  

shopping  each 

week 

 Ask you child to 

write a letter/email 

to a friend or family 

member 

  

This term, Year One learners will continue to challenge themselves and apply 

their knowledge in Mathematics relating to the four proficiencies of Problem 

Solving, Understanding, Reasoning and Fluency (SURF).  Throughout the 

term, the Year One learners will be exploring Mathematical concepts with a 

focus on Problem Solving and Reasoning. They will have opportunities to 

continue demonstrating their Fluency and Mathematical Understanding 

through exploration of Money, Measurement and Geography, Probability 

and the four operations (Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division).   

Each learner will be working on a personalised learning goal, specific to a 

proficiency skill (SURF) such as “Justifying my answer” or “Using multiple 

strategies to solve a problem.” 

 

The learners have already started this term learning about the value of 

money, ordering the value of coins and notes, while also recognising the 

coins and notes of Australian currency and even other world currencies. The 

learners have been working on demonstrating an understanding through 

multiple representations of their Mathematical thinking in pictorial, concrete 

and abstract forms. The learners have been making strong links from their 

‘Farm to Table’ inquiry and learning about the different methods to pay for 

different products and items.  

 

Over the upcoming weeks,  learners will then explore chance and probability, 

identifying activities and events that involve chance. They will learn how to 

Reason by identifying and describing outcomes as ‘likely’ or ‘unlikely’ and 

‘certain’ or ‘impossible’. Furthermore, they will be using calendars to locate 

specific information and identifying personal or culturally significant dates.  

 

Learners will explore Measurement and Geography by investigating length 

and area, while learning about location and mapping. Later on in term, the 

learners’s early exploration of Multiplication and Division shall 

prepare them for Term Four. The focus will be on repeated 

addition, groups of and arrays, while also investigating the concept 

of division and the grouping of objects into equal sets.  

Mathematics 



Our Term Three Inquiry unit focuses on learning about ‘What does farm to table mean’? This question 

will provide an insight about where the origins of our foods come from and its sources. The focus of 

this unit is to help learners understand why farms are important to us and the world. Through this 

inquiry the learners will be working on extending their ability to pose questions, conduct research and 

present new knowledge across a variety of hands on and written learning tasks. 

The unit begins with learners learning to recognise and classify the foods they eat from their own 

lunchbox. Through identification and application of  “The Five Food groups’ the learners gain a better 

understanding of what they eat and make valuable connections to the different food groups and 

healthy choices. From here we start to explore and understand the features and functions of farms by 

making connections to the foods we eat. Through investigation and research we look at different types 

of farms and how the weather and human interference play an impact on our food needs. We continue 

our learning journey as ‘Global Citizens’ by investigating farming around the world and the equipment 

they use to harvest and manufacture, transport their products, to shops and finally landing on your 

dinner table.  

To complement this unit of learning, the learners attended an excursion to Chesterfield Farm. Learners 

were actively engaged in many learning experiences such as animal feeding (emus, goats, deer, 

kangaroos), visiting and handling many farm animals, participating in fun ride on a tractor-drawn 

wagon, observing a sheepdog at work, cow milking and a shearing demonstration. The learners visited 

the Discovery Education Centre where they spoke to farmers and broaden their knowledge and 

deepen their understanding by asking questions about Australian farming and produce.  

  

 

Inquiry 

  


