
Specialist Newsletter

Welcome back to 2019. We hope you are well rested from the summer break. This
year, we look forward to Term 3 in which we prepare for the whole school concert .

We welcome new and existing families to another fantastic year of learning that will
challenge and excite our learners.

We have expanded our Specialist Team this year with new staff joining us. We would
like to welcome Ben Welsh who will establish the STEAM classroom and Year Two

Physical Education. Also, welcome Cherie Peele and Melinda James, who will
teach V isual Art and Performing Arts respectively. Jess Wood, Sam Laffy, Esther

Wang and Tracy Jom will continue their impactful teaching and learning in their

2018 areas.

This year we will be continuing the tradition of celebrating our students’ outstanding
learning in their Specialist spaces through the Monthly Specialist Learning

Certificates at assembly. A special display is located in the corridor of the main

building that consists of a photo of the latest award recipients for each Specialist
area.

The Specialist teachers are very proud of the planned learning path for Term One.

We hope you enjoy reading our Specialist Newsletter as you discover all the

wonderful skills your child will be engaging in during their time in specialists this term.

Thank you,

The Specialist Team

Term One 2019

TERM ONE IMPORTANT 
DATES

After School Mandarin Classes
When: From 11th of February Monday (3:30-

4:15)
Who: Students in Year 1 to Year 6

Where: The language classroom and Prep 

E (ELC end)
When: Every Tuesday from 3:30pm to 4:15pm

Year 4-6 Swimming: 15th, 18th, 20th, 22nd, 
25th, 27th February.

Year 4-6 Athletics Day: 1st March, Bill Sewart 

Athletics Track

District Athletics: 22nd March

Cultural Diversity Week: 18th-22nd March

Prep-Year 3 Swimming: 27th, 29th March, 1st, 
2nd, 3rd April

Twilight Sports: 3rd April



Language(Mandarin)
Welcome back to Term 1, we sincerely hope everyone relished their holiday break! This term, learners will engage in language 
acquisition associated with their Inquiry units of study, and the Lunar New Year Festival. Learners will begin or further 
consolidate their Language skills and begin a new Inquiry-based unit of learning.

Foundation

Learning Intention: To understand Numbers in Chinese.

Learners will be introduced to the celebration of Lunar New

Year, and learn about the Lion Dance. During this term,

they will engage with Chinese language and culture

through song, dance and games. They will begin to learn

basic greetings in Mandarin and be able to introduce

themselves. Learners will also learn how to count, read and

write numbers 1-10 in Mandarin.

Year 1

Learning Intention: To understand Family in Chinese .

Learners will reinforce their knowledge of the language for

labelling family members in Mandarin, and begin to

describe their family members using sentences. They will

be also create a “My Family in Australia” poster. Students

in Year 1 will also focus on the Lunar New Year, and

develop an understanding of why Chinese

people celebrate certain traditions.

Year 2

Learning Intention: To understand transportation In 

Chinese.

Learners will explore words and sentences related to

transportation, traffic rules, and types of vehicles, and study

basic sentence structures in Mandarin to build on the

awareness of rules and road safety Learners in this level will

also be introduced to Chinese New Year celebrations

through videos, crafts and songs to develop their

understanding of Chinese culture.

Year 3

Learning Intention: To understand the Chinese Zodiac

Learners will focus on the Chinese zodiac animal calendar.

They will not only learn the legends and traditions of the
Chinese Zodiac, but also be expected to read the calendar in

Mandarin and talk about their own Zodiac animal sign. As a

summary of their learning, students will design a poster about

the Chinese zodiac calendar. Year 4

Learning Intention: To understand and articulate different nationalities in 

Chinese

Learners will build their ability to introduce themselves, including their

nationalities or country of origin through a focus on the vocabulary of

countries and sentence frames. Learners will also use spoken and written

Chinese to construct simple personal interactions with their peers. By the

end of the term, students create a booklet about their family in Mandarin.
Year 5

Learning Intention: To understand traditions and celebrations of Chinese New 

Year.

Learners will investigate the traditions and customs of the Lunar New Year with 

a focus on legends, superstitions, and celebrations. They will also develop a 

cultural understanding of the lives of people in the past, and the settlement of 

Chinese immigrants to Australia in the Gold Rush era. At the end of this unit, 

students will create mining maps and posters for the Chinese miners, and 

make a presentation about the Lunar New Year.

Year 6

Learning Intention: To understand different occupation in Chinese.

Learners will explore the vocabulary of occupations in Mandarin, practise writing

sentences that are relevant to the topic, and have opportunities to practice oral

fluency talking about the occupation of their parents. During this term, Year 6

students will also research the traditions of Lunar New Year and share completed

tasks across the whole school during cultural diversity week.



Physical Education
Welcome to 2019! Term 1 is a fast-paced time of year within Health and Physical Education with many exciting events scheduled including 

Twilight Sports – a highlight for our school community and the a six-day intensive swimming program for all students at Swim World. We 

would also take this opportunity to welcome all parents to be involved in as many events as they can, as the more helpers we have the 
deeper and more profound the experience for their children.

Foundation

Learning Intention: To develop and apply skills achieve our 

Movers License.
Learners will be introduced to fundamental

locomotor skills such as skipping, jumping and
hopping, and will be encouraged to develop

these skills at home to achieve their Mover’s License.

Learning Intention: To cooperate in a safe 
learning space using fundamental motor skills

Learners will work both independently and in small groups to 
develop their hand eye coordination.

Year One

Learning Intention: To develop the fundamental motor skills for effective 

movement in team games
Learners will be encouraged to develop their running, leaping and 

dodging skills and transfer these to game situations.
Learning Intention: To understand the correct technique to perform an 

overhand throw

Leaners will work towards personal goals designed to develop their abilities 
with throwing and catching.

Year Two

Learning Intention: To further develop effective movement strategies to 

participate in tagging and evading games
Learners will work cooperatively with their peers and use trial and error 

to develop more effective strategies when participating in minor 
games.

Learning Intention: To understand skills to consistently perform an 

overhand throw and transfer these skills to minor games
Learners will create personal goals to develop their technique for an 

overhand throw and further develop their skills in team games.

Year Three

Learning Intention: To understand the multi-faceted skills of athletics

Learners will begin their introduction to athletics. They will focus on improving their running 

technique, and learn skills such as long, high, and triple jump.

Learning IntentionI: To develop safe practices and control of a bicycle in traffic free 

environments (with ‘Lets Ride” with Cycling Victoria)

Year Four

Learning Intention: To understand the purpose of apparatus for athletic skills

Learners will develop specific skills using apparatus to assist in better performance during 

athletics

Learning Intention: To develop bike control and skills in riding in traffic free, and low traffic 

environments

Year Six

Learning Intention: To understand high level coordination in athletics needed within ourGlen 

Waverley Primary Athletics Day

Learners will develop specific skills using apparatus to assist in better performance during athletics

Learning Intention: To understand and apply transferable skills between games whith similar 

characteristics.

Learners will begin focusing on 'invasion games;' consisting of rugby, European handball, AFL and 

speedball, the unit will assist Year 6’s to achieve success in Winter Interschool Sports by improving 

both skills and tactical strategy in a game situation

Learning Intention: To develop bike control and skills in riding in traffic free, and low 

traffic environments with a high level of skill and confidence

Year Five

Learning Intention: To understand the multifaceted skills needed to achieve success within 

our Glen Waverley Primary Athletics Day

Learners will develop specific skills using apparatus to assist in better performance during 

athletics

Learning Intention: To develop bike control and skills in riding in traffic free, and low 

traffic environments with a high level of skill and confidence



DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY & MULTIMEDIA
 Radio Committee (Learning Intention - To understand an effective communication 

creation (audio): As DJ’s for the hit  stat ion GWPS FM, students will be exposed to the ‘tricks of 
the trade’ in script ing and broadcast ing quality audio. Throughout 2019 learners will 

produce daily broadcasts to the school community, as well as delivering special extended 
broadcasts throughout the year (e.g. for ANZAC Day, International Children’s Day, Cultural 

Diversity Week etc.)

 Podcasting (Learning Intention - To understand an effective script, recording and thus 
editting audio): Learns will be exposed to the ‘ins-n-outs’ of radio broadcast ing, and build 

their skills in researching, planning, script ing, recording, and edit ing a variety of podcasts to 
be broadcast to the ent ire school community! With the chance to record mult iple episodes 
of their Podcast, learners have the opportunity to build an authentic audience across the 

school.

 GlenTV (Learning Intention – To create effective recordigs through audio-visual broadcasts 
(BTN-style TV news stories): Learners will study how to be an effective TV Journalist  –

researching, planning, script ing, recording, and edit ing school and community-based new 
stories to be broadcast to the entire school community. They will hone their skills in identifying 

what is newsworthy, the role that copyright and ethics play in TV production, and how to 
effectively film and edit  footage.

 Online Newspaper (Learning Intention – To understand what makes an effective journalist, 
and to apply this knowledge to produce quality written news reports): Learners will study how 

to be an effect ive Print Journalist  – researching, planning, and writ ing school and 
community-based stories to be published in an online newspaper. They will hone their skills in 

identifying the sections of a weekly newspaper, understanding the process of researching 
and interviewing to ensure accuracy, and also improving their photography skills to add 

digital content to the newspaper.



Visual Arts Prep

Learning Intention: To understand warm and 

cool colours to create art. Learners will experiment 
with different materials and techniques to make 

artworks. They will partake in observational and 

directed drawing activities, and utilise painting skills 
to create artworks with contrasting warm and 

cool colours.

Year 1

Learning Intention: To understand elements 
of colour theory to create art. Learners will 

investigate elements of colour to develop a deep 

understanding of primary, secondary, warm and 
cool colours. This knowledge will be applied to 

create artworks that incorporate these elements.

Year 2

Learning Intention: To understand aspects of a 
basic colour wheel and how to apply thinking 

artistic choices. Learners will apply their knowledge 
of the colour wheel to create unique artworks. 

Students will then reflect on how they can transfer 

this knowledge of the colour wheel in future 
artworks.

Year 3

Learning Intention: To understand colour theory 

including the purpose of mixing tints and shades. 
Learners will demonstrate an understanding of the 

colour wheel including primary secondary and 
tertiary colours. They will then apply their skills in 

mixing tints and shades to create their artworks.

Year 4

Learning Intention: To understand elements of an 
advanced colour wheel including primary, 
secondary and tertiary colours with a focus on 
contrasting colours.

Learners will demonstrate an advanced 
understanding of colour theory with 
the colour wheel, creating artworks 
that utilise contrasting primary, secondary and 
tertiary colours.

Year 5 and 6

Learning Intention: To evaluate various artworks to 
inspire and inform their own artistic practice.

Learners will develop a detailed exploration and 
investigation into a selected artwork. This will lead 
into a deep exploration and experimentation into 
multiple materials and techniques to inform their 
personal artistic choices.

Art Innovation

Learning Intention: To create a series of textile 
based artworks focused on colour and shape.

Learners will be investigating the artworks of 
Melbourne based artist Troy Emery, to identify 
elements and techniques in his textile based 
artworks. Learners will apply this knowledge in 
creating their own series of textile based fashion 
and sculptural artworks.

Hello and welcome to a new year of learning 

and creativity in Visual Arts! My name is Miss 

Peele and I am incredibly excited to join the 
fantastic team here at Glen Waverley Primary 

School. In Term One, learners will be 

investigating colour theory and applying this 

knowledge to their own creations. The senior 

students have begin to inquire using various 
artists to inspire and inform their own artistic 

practice.



Music

Foundation

Learning Intention - To understand high and low sounds in melodies and songs.

This term, Foundation learners will develop their singing voice and be 

introduced to class songs. They will begin identifying high and low sounds and 
develop strategies to identify pitch. Learners will also be introduced to 
beat through body percussion.

Year 1

Learning Intention - To understand the melodic contour in songs.

Learners will continue to identify high and low sounds and show their 
understanding of pitch by pitch pointing on their bodies. They will explore 
sound and silence within music and develop their anility to sing in a round. 
Learners will also be introduced to ukulele tab in order to play melodies and 
songs.

Year 2

Learning Intention - To understand music has strong and weak beats.

During Term One, learners will investigate singing and movement that music 
has strong and weak beats. They will begin to make connections between 
strong and weak beats, time signatures and bar lines. Learners will also 

continue to develop their understanding of silence and rests and be 
introduced to chord progressions and reading tab on ukulele.

Year 3

Learning Intention - To transfer the hand stave to notes on the stave.
Learners will go deeper into steps and skips and transfer their knowledge of the 
hand stave to ledger lines. They will be writing short songs and melodies using 

solfa and notation, applying time signatures and bar lines. Learners will also be 
introduced to semiquavers (tika-tika) and ostinatos through tuned and 
untuned percussion.

Year 4

Learning Intention - To understand the harmonic structure of a 
piano.

In Term One, learners will engage in a piano unit and will make 
connections between the names of the keys, order of notes and 
notation. Learners will study and perform melodies, songs and 
ostinatos. They will also be introduced to a new rhythm, ti-tika, while 
continuing to develop their understanding of tika-tika.

Year 5

Learning Intention - To anaylse and perform rhythmic patterns.

This term, learners will undertake a 'Cup Song' unit. They will be 
presented with a choice of Cup Song routines and in small groups 
choose one to learn and perform. Learners will also develop 

practice strategies and work collaboratively to learn a Cup Song. 
Learners will document their growth by filming their rehearsals.

Year 6

Learning Intention - To understand pentatonic harmony

Learners will be introduced to pentatonic harmony through singing 

songs and transcribing rhythms and short melody lines. To develop 
a deep understanding, learners will be introduced to crotchets, 
quavers, rests and the first three notes from the Major Scale.

Welcome back to another exciting and engaging year in Music. I hope everyone had an enjoyable and restful break. This term, learners will have the opportunity to audition for the 
Victorian State School Spectacular Mass Choir and Mass Dance. We will also be offering Senior Choir, Junior Choir, School Band and Year 4 Drum Ensemble.

Music Innovation

This term, learners from Year 1 
& 2 will be undertaking Music 
Innovation, formally known as 
Advanced Music.

Learning Intention
To understand compositional 
techniques.
Learners will transfer their 

knowledge of rhythm 
to compose their own songs. 
They will explore form, 
phrasing and texture by 
deciding on their 

instrumentation. Once their 
compositions are completed 
they will be recorded.



Performing Arts

PREP

Learning Intention: To understand how movements can convey emotions.
In Prep, we will be learning how to use facial expression, voice and body 

language to represent and perform different emotions through song and 
movement. 

We will also be building our understanding of
how to move safely in the Performing Arts

space, as we explore movement and dance
in different ways.

Year 1 and 2

Learning Intention: To understand communicating emotions through dance and 

performance.
In Year 1 and 2, there will be a strong focus on Speaking and Listening and 

Interpersonal Learning as we create a supportive environment, where learners feel 
safe and comfortable to express themselves in a way that may be new and different. 

They will be introduced to the concept of characters and taking on ‘roles’ that 

represent real-life and imagined situations. When acting, we will use facial expression, 
voice and body language to represent and perform different emotions and to role-

play different social stories and situations.

In Dance, learners will begin with singing songs which require actions that act out the 

lyrics. During this process, we will learn basic dance skills and movements, which 
students will later use to perform a choreographed dance.

Year 3 and 4

Learning Intention: To understand performance skills to communicate ideas.
Learners will be introduced to acting and displaying different emotions using 

facial expressions, voice and body language. They will be given opportunities 
to explore dramatic skills, such as improvisation through a range of drama 

games and will be given the tools to support and enhance each other’s self 

esteem.

In Dance, learners will study a class dance to an age-appropriate pop song 
that utilises basic, but effective dance moves. They will have opportunities to 

become involved in the process of choreography by taking learnt skills and 

transferring them to a different context.

Year 5 and 6

Learning Intention: To evaluate how the elements of dance and drama communicate 
ideas and intentions.

In Drama, learners will be encouraged to take risks and show support to their peers. 
We will explicitly analyse how to be an effective audience member and provide 

meaningful feedback and feedforward in the Performing Arts classroom. Learners will 

also engage in dramatic and improvisation activities, focusing on using emotion, 
expression and movement to engage our audience.

Through Dance, learners study how to incorporate emotion and story-telling as 

choreography to different types of music. Students will also analyse the lyrics of 

selected songs, make inferences about their meaning, and use this to guide their 
movements.

Hello everyone, my name is Mel James and I am so pleased to be adding a Performing Arts program to the already
wonderful music program at Glen Waverley Primary School. This year is a production year and I can’t wait to get
involved in such an exciting showcase of the amazing talent at this school. As a new subject area, all levels will begin
with an inquiry into what Performing Arts means, as well as its purpose in different communities and cultures. Learners

will also examine the importance of dance, movement and role play in the way stories are told and communicated
across generations.


