
 
 

 

Important 
Dates 

 

Swimming 
15th February 
18th February 

20th February 

22nd February 

25th February 

27th February 

 
Athletics Day  
1stst March  
 
Beechworth 
Camp  
Departure:  
5th March  
Arrival:  
8th March  
 
Labour Day 
Public Holiday 
11th March 

 
Curriculum 
Day  
12th March  
  
NAPLAN 
Practice Test  
March 28th 

 

School Photos  
Twilight Sports 
April 3rd  
 

End of Term 
2.30pm finish 
Friday 5th 
April  
 
Term 2 
Commences  
April 23rd  
 
ANZAC Day 
Public Holiday 
April 25th  
 

 
Level Five Newsletter 

FEBRUARY, 2019 

Welcome 
We would like to welcome existing families back to our school and extend a warm 
welcome to the new families of the Glen Waverley Primary School community.  It has 
been a fantastic start to the year with our learners settling into their orderly learning 
spaces with deep interest and enthusiasm in their learning.  With our three foci of;  

 Self-Regulation 

 Healthy Connections and 

 Evidence in Learning  
At the forefront of our learning and teaching, we are sure to have a fantastic term 
ahead.  

New Staff at GWPS 
 

This is my first year teaching at Glen Waverley Primary School, and I am very 
enthusiastic about teaching 5D! I have a passion for providing meaningful 
learning experiences and aim to develop a supportive classroom 
environment in which all students feel safe, happy and have the 
opportunity to learn and grow.  My goal this year is to motivate and inspire 
each and every child in my class to achieve positive growth in their 
academic, social and emotional development.  
 

I strive to be an approachable teacher, so please don’t hesitate to contact me or come to 
see me if you have any questions, concerns, issues, or need support. 
 

 
Hello, I am Ms. Daws and I feel extremely privileged to be given the 
opportunity to learn alongside 5C and the Glen Waverley community this 
year. It has been the most positive start to the year and I look forward to 
striving for excellence in student achievement throughout the year. Please 
feel free to come and say “Hi” to me in the school yard!  
 

Curriculum 

Social and Emotional Learning 

Through the GWPS preferred social and emotional development program You Can Do It!, 
our learning is going to encompass the 2018 focus of ‘Educating the Whole Child’ as well as 
the 2019 focus of ‘Self-regulation’. Students will have the opportunity to expand on their 
abilities through social stories, group discussions and practical learning tasks.  



 
Curriculum 
Day 
April 26th 
 
 
NAPLAN  

14th May 
Writing 

15th May 
Reading 

16th May 
Language 

and 
Conventions 

21st May 
Numeracy 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Term One thread of Respect is ensuring that students have an understanding of the 
concept, as well as practical strategies to display respect towards themselves and others in 
the classroom, the school community and transfer this to their local communities.  

Mathematics 

In Mathematics, Level 5 students will be addressing all three standards of the Victorian 
Curriculum this semester; focusing on Number and Algebra in Term One, and 
Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability in Term Two. 
 
Our first focus this term is establishing students’ understanding of the place value 
system and number relationships. This involves connecting concepts of ‘base ten’, 
decimals, the language behind numbers, estimation and rounding. Students will also 
explore a variety of strategies around number operations, including addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division. They will focus on answering and creating 
problem solving questions in verbal, written, pictorial and numerical form. During the 
last segment of Term One, students will investigate the purpose and function of factors, 
multiples, primes and composite numbers in number sequences and problem solving 
contexts.  
 
The Mathematics Innovation sessions provide 20-30 Level 5 students with the 
opportunity to participate in enriching, investigative tasks. The program aims to extend 
students’ creativity, reasoning skills and ability to solve open-ended problems. Mrs 
Kathy Williams and Miss Elizabeth Rennie are particularly passionate specialists who run 
this program. 
 

English 

Our Level 5 students have been engaged in a variety of ‘Respect’ focused learning tasks 

during the beginning of Term One. This has required them to set expectations for deep 

thinking, reflection and themselves as successful readers. By following our Whole School 

Approach to Reading (CAFÉ), students may learn new reading strategies, develop and 

expand on prior knowledge to become self-motivated learners. Each student will 

develop Personalised Reading Goals that will enhance their individual growth. 

  

In Writing, students will develop their understanding of our Whole School Approach to 

Writing (VOICES), which involves the development of a Writer’s Notebook. In their 

Writer’s Notebooks students will collect ideas and practice writing strategies to build 

their authorship. To ensure students are extended, they will regularly conference with 

their teacher to discuss their progress on their Personalised Writing Goals, as well as 

identify opportunities for transfer between reading and writing. This term, we are 

focusing on persuasive writing. 

  

Students will also be exposed to opportunities to grow their Speaking and Listening skills 

during Term One. As the focus of the start of the school year is on ‘Building Healthy 

Connections’ and predictable routines, students are already practicing their 

communication skills by learning about their new teacher and peers. They will also have 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

opportunities to present in a formal manner during Home Learning presentations, class 

discussions, reflections and engage in critical debates of historical issues and scenarios. 

The English Innovation program run by Ms Tran aims to challenge and engage students 
as developing authors through collaboration and deep consolidation of writing practices. 
It will be conducted in small groups where students will be building analytical and 
transferable skills of authorship in English.  

Inquiry  

In Term One, during Inquiry lessons students will explore the big question, “How did 
Australia develop a national identity?” This focus allows a greater understanding of 
Australian history including significant events and figures that drove change in the 
development of the country.  

More specifically, students will gain understanding of the lifestyles lead by the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as well as the lifestyles of the British 
migrants before and after the European Settlement in Australia. 

Our learning will be extended beyond the classroom in Beechworth, where students will 
be able to make connections to their prior learning through personal experiences and 
collaboration with their peers. Upon our return to school, they will learn about the 
development of democracy in Australia and its current government systems. Students 
will be learning to transfer their knowledge by participating in an authentic voting 
experience through which they will understand the power that comes with voting.  

NAPLAN 

As a Victorian government school, students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are assessed on the 
same dates each year using national tests in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. This year the NAPLAN Online tests 
will take place from Tuesday 14th May – Friday 24th May in Term Two.  
 
It is important to note that our school has taken on the initiative to conduct assessments 
‘online’ this year. Benefits include allowing students to draft and revise texts with more 
flexibility, raising attention to completion of questions and providing consistency of tools 
for mathematical assessments. Please be aware that whilst the tests provide parents 
and schools with an understanding of how individual students are performing at the 
time of the tests, the NAPLAN do not replace the extensive, ongoing assessments made 
by teachers about each student’s learning, thinking and curriculum understanding.  
 

 
Level 5 Team 
From left to right:  
Ivana Krsteska, Kirsten Daws, Celia 
Williamson, Claire Disseldorp,  
Kylie Bailey and Jeff Chen.  
 
   
 
 
 



 


