
 

 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
A warm welcome to the 2019 school year!  The students have started the year with great enthusiasm and commitment to 
their learning and we know it will be a wonderful, action packed year.   
 
A special welcome to all the new students who have joined us from other schools.  We are sure you will thrive on the learning 
and friendship at Glen Waverley Primary School.  We take great pride in our supportive and friendly school community and 
celebrate the diverse multicultural background that is the fabric of our very proud school.   
 
The Level Three Teaching and Learning Team are Mr Peter Shen (3A), Miss Christine Marotti (3B), Miss Alana Curro (3C), 
Miss Stacey Cupo (3D) and Mrs Laura Liddy (3E). A very warm Glen Waverley welcome to Miss Cupo who is also new to our 
school this year. Please check out her short biography 
attached to this newsletter. Mrs Debbie Hunter will also be 
working with our team in the area of Targeted Student 
Learning, which will support some of our Year 3 learners. 
 
We believe that your child’s education is a partnership 
between both school and home. The more you are 
involved as a parent, the better your child will learn. It is 
important that we continue to promote open and honest 
forms of communication so we achieve our aim of 
providing the best possible learning environment for your 
child. We also welcome you to pop in and make an 
appointment with your child’s teacher to discuss any 
concerns, no matter how big or small, or simply come in 
and say “Hello”. 

Stacey is the youngest of 4 siblings, having 2 brothers and 1 sister. She also welcomed her very first niece to the family in 

2017. Stacey enjoys spending her time reading new books, bouldering, and exploring pretty places on the weekend 

whether that be beaches, forests or mountains. She enjoys going out for brunch with family and friends and loves taking 

her brother’s dog, which is a Cocker Spaniel, named Charlie, to the park. Stacey has lived in 2 Australian states and 1 

territory and is ecstatic to be back home, in Melbourne. 

 



 

 

 

As part of the whole school approach to Reading at Glen Waverley Primary School in Level Three, we continue to use the 

CAFÉ strategies to improve the students’ reading abilities.  CAFÉ represents the goals of: 

 Comprehension – I understand what I read.

 Accuracy – I can read the words

 Fluency – I can read accurately, with expression and understand what I read.

 Expanding Vocabulary – I know, find and use interesting words. 
 

This term the students will be focusing on such comprehension strategies such as 

determining and analysing the author’s purpose and recognising literacy elements (genre, 

plot, character, setting, problem/resolution and theme) in texts.  Students will also be 

summarising texts through inferring with supportive evidence and asking questions 

throughout the reading process.  

VOICES (Voice, Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent word choice and Sentence 

fluency) will continue to be implemented as part of our whole school approach to teaching 

writing.  VOICES consists of strategies that aim to develop the students to become better 

writers.  The strategies are explicitly taught and the learners will implement these 

strategies during their personal writing.  Writing sessions throughout the week will be 

made up of: 

 Genre learning experiences where the students will be explicitly taught a 
particular text type and then build up their skills when editing their work; For 
Term One we are focusing on Narratives and Persuasive texts in preparation for 
the Naplan Assessment in Term Two.   

Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 20th February- ‘Getting to Know You Interviews’ 

Tuesday February 26th – ‘Smart 8’ begins 

Friday March 1st – P- 3 Swimming begins 

Monday March 11th – Labour Day Holiday 

Tuesday March 12th – Curriculum Day 

Monday 18th – Friday 22nd March – Cultural Diversity Week  

Wednesday April 3rd- School Photo Day & Twilight Sports 

Friday April 5th – End of Term One: Dismissal at 2.30pm 

Monday April 22nd – Public Holiday (Easter Monday) 

Tuesday April 23rd – First day back for Term Two 

*For Whole School Events please refer to the Whole School Newsletter 

 

 

 



 Sustained writing where learners will write for a period of time 
(approximately 40 minutes), freely on topics and genres of their own 
choice.  

 A Spelling inquiry session   

 A handwriting session focusing on accurate formation of letters, joining of 
letters using cursive script and writing fluency.   
 

Students will participate in individual writing conferences with their teacher 

where personal writing goals will be formed through the use of VOICES, and 

will be completed collaboratively for the learners to work towards. 

  

As part of the Spelling program, the students are encouraged to continuously expand their vocabulary, and this process is 

assisted with the Spelling Inquiry. They will identify words misspelt in their writing, and then research these words, 

developing a rich understanding of the origin and other important elements relevant to their spelling words. The structure 

of words will be investigated to understand how to use prefixes, suffixes and base words and discover what makes a 

compound word and a contraction.  

Occasionally when focusing on new topics within our Inquiry units, learners will undertake research to find words that 

relate to our topic. With these words the learners will inquire within them.  

Both, when working in the classroom and for their Home Learning, the students will complete the Look, Say, Name, Cover, 

Write, Check approach with their selected spelling words for the allocated week. 

Every opportunity will be given for the students to improve their speaking and listening skills through presentations of 

their learning, group discussions and circle time when each student contributes to a particular topic being reflected upon. 

Also through oral presentations of Home Learning and other topics the students will be required to prepare a talk to 

present to the class. For example with our Home Learning for Week One, the students 

presented their cultural celebration to their peers, confidently.  

We encourage confident, clear speaking and active listening at all times.  Respect for others 

thoughts and taking turns are paramount to any speaking and listening learning tasks 

implemented in the class. 

 

This year, the Level Three students will be learning and applying their skills, knowledge and 

understanding to the content strands of Mathematics:  Number and Algebra, Measurement 

and Geometry as well as Statistics and Probability.   

Throughout Term One the Level three learners will be exploring the concept of Place Value 

in order to deepen their understanding of the value of a number. They will be investigating 

numbers up to and beyond 10,000, focusing on the name of each unit and transferring their 

understanding from digits to words. The concept of Place value is essential for 

mathematical learning and acts as the foundation for many other strands of Mathematics. 

Students will investigate multiple strategies to solve problems, focusing on developing their 

conceptual understanding and reasoning.  They will then apply these understandings to 

solve a range of problems, connecting to real life situations such as working with 

money.  Learning tasks are personalised to ensure all students are working at their zone of 

proximal development and are followed up with Home Learning tasks relevant to the areas 

of study in class. 

In addition, the Learners will continue to extend their understanding of the four 

proficiencies of Mathematics; Problem Solving, Understanding, Reasoning and Fluency and 

how to apply these strategies within their learning. As the learners move to independence, 



the students will be selecting a Mathematics goal to drive their focus during Maths sessions and build their capacity to 

take their mathematical thinking and application to a higher level. 

 

The theme of our Inquiry topic for Term One is Respect. More specifically, students will investigate ‘How can we respect the 

past to pave the way for the future?’ and also look at how can we work towards a fair and inclusive society. The main 

objectives of this unit are... 

 Sequencing significant events. 

 Identifying aspects that have changed or remained the same. 

 Describing experiences and perspectives of individuals or groups. 

 Identifying cause and effect or comparing the impacts of significant events. 

 Reflecting and explaining the change and its impact. 

We have begun this learning journey by looking at the history that formed Australia Day and the impact from the First Fleet 

to the Indigenous Australians. Throughout this unit, student will explore numerous significant events that have shaped 

Australia today, describe the different perspectives people have, and examine the effect and impact of those events.  

To transfer our learning, students will create different forms of presentations, to inform our community of the importance 

of Australian symbolism and the purpose of Australian celebrations. In the same time, we foster Intercultural Education to 

develop individuals who take action and promote the values of empathy, equality, open-mindedness, inclusiveness and 

respect. 

In Level Three we are very excited to ensure we are all developing the areas of the 3 Foci that our school introduced this 
year.  As year levels and individuals and as students and teachers we are all focused on ensuring we implement: 
 

 Healthy Connections: Building positive relationships between our parents and learners and creating connections 
throughout our learning community. 

 Evidence in Learning: Paying attention to the evidence within our learning to help us succeed.  

 Self-Regulation: The ability to regulate emotions in regards to our learning and be able to respond to them in a 
positive way. 
 

These foci will be at the forefront of our planning and actions to ensure Glen Waverly Primary School and the school 
community continue to be the best that we can be! 

 

Just a few more reminders for you: 

 Hats – As we are a sun smart school hats must be worn at all times when the students are outside in Term One.

 Home Learning – Home learning will be distributed on Friday and will be due the following Friday.  It is expected 
that it will be fully completed and to a high standard.  Please refer to the expectations inside the student’s Home 
Learning book for further information.

 Home Reading – It is important that the students read for at least fifteen minutes each evening.  Please sign their 
diaries after they have read and encourage them to read a wide variety of material at home.  Again for further 
information, please refer to the notice sent home earlier in the term.

If you have any other queries or matters you would like to discuss with your teachers please 

don’t hesitate to organise a meeting.  Your child’s wellbeing is always at the centre of our 

thoughts and actions. 

Thanking you for your ongoing support and assistance and looking forward to a wonderful year, 

Kind Regards, 

Peter Shen, Christine Marotti, Alana Curro, Stacey Cupo, Laura Liddy and Debbie Hunter. 


