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 LEVEL TWO, TERM ONE NEWSLETTER, 2019 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
A warm welcome to the 2019 school year! The students are settling in well and are excited about the year 
ahead with many new and challenging learning experiences. 
 
The Level Two teaching and learning team, Mr Joshua Lowe, Ms Bianca Liburti, Ms Alicia Di Petta, Mrs Lauren 
Lee and Ms Amanda Sierp, promote an open and honest environment for your child’s education. We 
welcome both Lauren and Amanda to the Glen Waverley P.S. community.  
 
We believe a strong partnership between both school and home are important for your child’s learning. In 
our school, we believe that students are at the centre of everything we do and welcome you to come in, to 
see your child’s teacher throughout the year. We are here to discuss any questions, concerns and to 
celebrate successes with you.  
 
We endeavour to plan and deliver high quality learning experiences with the 2019 school foci ‘Healthy 
Connections, Evidence in Learning and Self-Regulation’ at the forefront of our teaching.  

 Healthy Connections will be taught throughout the curriculum and explicitly through the ‘YCDI 
program’ where students will develop strategies for their daily lives by exploring social responsibility, 
personal and social development and relationships between themselves and the community. 

 Evidence in Learning will be explored throughout all areas of the curriculum. Students will reflect on 
their personalised learning goals and track their progress in their ‘Goal Tracking Journals’. 

 Self-Regulation will allow for students to develop an awareness of their learner self, guided by 
metacognition and strategy building throughout the Learning Intentions and Success Criteria. 

 
Please take a few moments to read what we have planned for this exciting term.  
 
We look forward to a rigorous term of learning, 
 
Joshua, Bianca, Alicia, Lauren and Amanda  

 

  



 

 

 
 
 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Monday March 11th – Labour Day Public Holiday 
Tuesday March 12th – Curriculum Day 

Wednesday March 27th – P- 3 swimming begins 
Monday 18th – Friday 22nd March – Cultural Diversity Week 

Wednesday April 3rd – School photos  
Wednesday April 3rd – Twilight Sports 

Friday April 5th – End of Term One – Dismissal at 2.30pm 
Tuesday April 23rd – First day back for Term Two 
Thursday April 25th – ANZAC Day Public Holiday  

Friday April 26th – Curriculum Day 

REMINDERS 
 

Just a few more reminders for you: 

 Hats – As we are a sun smart school, hats must be worn at all times when the 
students are outside in Term One. 
 

 Home Learning – Home Learning will be distributed on Friday and will be due the 
following Friday.  It is expected that it will be fully completed and to a high standard.  
Please refer to the expectations in the letter that was distributed in week three. 

 

 Home Reading – It is important that the students read for at least fifteen minutes 
each evening to consolidate the concepts and strategies they have learnt in class. 
Please sign their diaries after they have read and encourage them to read a wide 
variety of material at home.  
 

 Communication Diary - The students in Level Two have been provided with a school 
diary. This diary can be used to track home reading and aide communication 
between the teacher and parents. It would be fabulous if parents could 
communicate via the diary, which is checked by the teacher daily.  

 

 Before School – Students arriving prior to the 8.50am bell should be supervised 
outside. If you are unable to supervise your child, other arrangements, such as 
Before School Care, should be arranged. Students can enter the classroom between 
8.50-9.00am to organise and prepare for the day and complete morning routine. If 
your child arrives after 9.00am, please take them to the office to sign in, and bring a 
yellow ‘late slip’ to the classroom teacher. 

 



ENGLISH 

Reading: 
Reading during Term One will see students continue to develop their comprehension skills, consolidating 
known strategies in addition to learning new strategies. We will be following the whole school approach of 
CAFÉ to support students in reading and to apply strategies from Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and 
Expand Vocabulary. Students will develop an understanding that they can read for a variety of purposes and 
they will engage in independent and partner reading, where they can practise strategies such as ‘Checking 
for understanding’, ‘Backing up and re-reading’ and ‘Tuning into interesting words’ – just to name a few! 
Through these strategies, students will learn how to interpret, analyse and evaluate the texts they read. 
Students will have regular conferences with their teacher to set, monitor and work on personalised reading 
goals, to further improve their reading. 
 
To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 
• Read with your child each night. 
• Encourage your child to re-read parts of the text that don’t quite make sense. 
• Talk to your child before, during and after reading about the books.  
• Encourage your child to use the program Reading Eggs/Eggspress where they 
can explore digital texts and engage in comprehension and reading tasks.  
• Support the use of chunking when coming across challenging words. 
 

Writing: 
In Writing, students will explore various learning experiences to deepen their love of writing. They will learn 
how to communicate their ideas, share experiences and events through recounts and narratives. We will be 
following our whole school approach of VOICES to support the development of student authorship. Learning 
experiences of Voice, Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent Word Choice and Sentence Fluency will 
support students in their writing journey. Students will also be immersed in a world of writing exploration 
through both ‘Sustained Writing’ to increase writing stamina and ‘Lightning Writing’ to enhance student’s 
ability to write and respond to a stimulus in a short period of time. Students will have regular writing 

conferences with their teacher to set personalised writing goals that are 
tailored to their need and to ensure they are guided and supported 
throughout their journey as authors. 
 
To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 
• Take photos of activities you do at home for your child to use as a stimulus 
for writing at home. 
• Encourage students to plan their writing through drawing pictures and using 
adjectives to deepen descriptive writing. 

 

Spelling: 
In Spelling, students will explore various spelling inquiry sessions to investigate sound 
blends, spelling patterns, generalisations and exceptions. These learning experiences 
are designed to provide our students with hands-on, authentic and interactive 
workshops to develop a deeper knowledge as well as a love of spelling. Each week, 
students will select five words they want to learn from our spelling focus and five 
personalised words which are generated from their writing. Students will be explicitly 
taught how to use Look, Say, Name, Cover, Write, Check (LSNCWC) strategy to learn how to spell their words, 
and will be encouraged to use their personalised words in their writing throughout the week to ensure 
transfer of learning.  
 
To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 
• Practise with your child on his/her weekly spelling words. 
• Ask your child about the generalisation and exception from each week’s spelling focus. 
  



Speaking and Listening:  
Speaking and Listening is incorporated into all facets of the curriculum. Students will be provided with 

opportunities to share their opinions, ideas and learning. Over the next few weeks as a part of our Inquiry 

unit, students will take turns sharing and presenting personal memories to the class in order to develop 

deeper connections and understandings of each other. They will learn the expectations and roles of an 

audience member as well as strategies to give a successful presentation.  

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Our approach to teaching mathematics at Glen Waverley Primary School is 
based on developing our learners’ fundamental understanding of concepts 
taught. As well as teaching the ‘how’ of maths, we also teach the ‘why’, 
encouraging learners to think creatively, embrace challenges and make 
connections to every-day life. Learning is personalised to target zones of 
proximal development, and learning tasks are often open-ended with 
multiple entry and exit points catered to individual mathematics needs. It is for this reason that we give 
students experiences with authentic mathematics tasks that have cross curricular connections. 
 
In addition, we will be focusing on the Mathematics Proficiencies of Problem Solving, 
Understanding, Reasoning and Fluency (SURF) to ensure that every student is learning maths holistically. 
Similar to our Reading and Writing program, personalised Maths goals will be developed and displayed in our 
classroom for students to track their learning and deepen their thinking. This aims to build the students 
capacity to take their mathematical thinking and application to a higher level outside the classroom. 
 
During Term One, students will be expanding their knowledge of Number and Algebra by deepening their 
understanding of Place Value, revising skip counting strategies and practising number patterns. In the 
Statistics and Probability unit, they will have opportunities to conduct surveys to gather information, use a 
range of graphs to present their findings and also interpret data in a variety of ways. 
 
To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 

 Encourage your child to explain his/her thinking and strategies when solving a maths problem. For example, 
you may ask “How did you know 13 + 8 = 21? What strategy did you use? How can you prove that it’s 
correct?” 

 Assist your child with our weekly Mathematics Home Learning task and encourage him/her to apply their 
Maths goal through the task. 

 Make connections with every day Mathematics such as measuring, counting and comparing.  
 

INQUIRY 

Students will explore how to build healthy relationships with others and identify their 
personal characteristics and strengths. Students will learn the importance of belonging and 
build awareness of other people’s feelings. In this inquiry unit, students will learn how to 
self –regulate and have opportunities to demonstrate their persistence.  
 
Students in small groups will develop, design, implement and evaluate a social skills game 
where they will need to apply their self – talk strategies and explain the cause and effect of personal choices 
and actions. Students will reflect on the rules they create for their social skills game and the interactions 
between the participants in the game.   
 
To support your child’s Inquiry learning at home, you could:  

 Explore board games with family members that involve sharing and turn taking. 

 Discuss with your child how they are feeling at school and at home. 

 Ensure that your child is more responsible for their belongings and organising their school bags.  



GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEW TEACHERS 

Lauren 
Hi!  
My name is Lauren Lee and I’m lucky enough to teach the learners of 2D. I’ve been welcomed so warmly by 
the learners, staff and community of GWPS and I am excited to be here! 
 
I was born in Tamworth and I moved to Newcastle for University where I met my 
husband, Adrian. We have a little sausage dog called Marcie who is cheeky, but 
very cute. I would talk about her all day if I could, as 2D can confirm! 
 
I have been teaching for seven years. Hallam Primary School was the first Victorian 
school I worked at and last year I got to teach a class of lovely Grade one and twos.  
 
My hobbies and interests include video games, gardening, cricket, AFL (Go Saints!) 
and dogs. I love to travel – we went all over America for our honeymoon (my 
favourite places were the Grand Canyon and Disneyland) and my husband and I are 
going to Japan for Christmas this year. 
Thank you everyone for making me feel so welcome. I am so excited to be a part of 
the Glen Waverley Primary School Community and look forward to meeting you all. 
 
 
Mandy 
Hello! 
My name is Mandy Sierp and I teach the delightful learners of 2E.  
 
It has been fabulous to start teaching at GWPS, with the learners, the staff and the wider community all 
making me feel welcome. For the last two years I have taught at Camelot Rise Primary School, just down High 
Street Rd, with lovely grade twos. Before becoming a primary school teacher I was a Cartographer for many 

years and I was lucky enough to work for a travel company which also allowed me to 
indulge my passion for travel. 
 
Apart from teaching I love spending time with my friends and family, especially my 
nine-year-old niece. I love travelling and have explored over 30 countries. I try to get 
away somewhere every school holidays, usually to the beach. In my down time I 
enjoy reading and watching Netflix and sport, especially the Richmond Tigers. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has made me feel so welcome. I am excited to be a part 
of the Glen Waverley Primary School learning Community and look forward to 
meeting you all. 

If you have any other queries or matters you would like to discuss with your teachers please don’t hesitate to 

organise a meeting.  Your student’s wellbeing is always at the centre of our thoughts and actions. 

Thanking you for your ongoing support and assistance. We are looking forward to a wonderful year. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Joshua Lowe, Bianca Liburti, Alicia Di Petta, Lauren Lee and Amanda Sierp  
 


