
 

 

SPECIALIST NEWSLETTER 
 TERM 2 2017 

IMPORTANT DATES 

In this Newsletter: 
Overview P.1 

Language– Mandarin P.2 
Digital Learning P.3 

Visual Art P.4 
Physical Education P.5 

Music P.6 
 Advanced Maths P.7 

Welcome back to Term 2. We hope you are well rested from your break. We are in for a 

very exciting term with preparations for our whole school concert underway. We welcome 

new and existing families to another fantastic term of learning that will challenge and ex-

cite our students.  

We have a number of new staff in the Specialist Team this year. We would like to wel-

come Jason McCormic, who will take Years 3 to 6 for physical education and welcome 

back Anna Hardy, who will be taking physical education for Prep to Year 2. Cath Peters 

and Jessica Wood will be taking Advanced Maths and Music respectively. Elisha Park will 

be taking over from Roland Lewis who has moved to the Prep Team. Elisha will be provid-

ing exciting opportunities in Multimedia. This year Kylie Bailey will be moving from P.E to 

take over as Welfare Officer. Esther Wang and Tracy Jom will continue their fantastic 

work in Mandarin. 

  

This term we will be continuing the tradition of celebrating our students’ outstanding    

learning in Specialist areas through the Monthly Specialist Learning Certificates at assem-

bly. A special display is located in the corridor of the main building that consists of a photo 

of the latest award recipients for each Specialist area.  

The Specialist teachers are very proud of what they have organised for Term 2. We hope 

you enjoy reading our Specialist Newsletter as you discover all the wonderful things your 

child will be learning and participating in during their Specialist classes this term. 

  

Thank you, 

  

The Specialist Team 

 

Programs Running 

Throughout the Term: 

Tuesday afternoons 

throughout Term 2: After 

School Chinese classes 

Friday  lunchtime: Chi-

nese Choir  

Wednesday afternoons 

throughout Term 2:    

News Star after School 

Art Classes 

 

Events 

Artist in School Pro-

gram: May 10th-18th 

Advanced Maths: Maths 

Olympiad 7th May 

Brain Training session 

for grades 1&2: 9th May 

F-2 Fitness Challenge: 

24th May 

Cross Country Grades 3-

6: 19th May 



TERM ONE LANGUAGE 
(MANDARIN) 

.   

 

 

 

Term two LOTE – 

Mandarin  

Year 4 

Students in this level will 

focus on planets and the 

solar system. They will in-

vestigate the name of plan-

ets in the solar system in 

Mandarin, and use simple 

sentences to describe the 

characteristics of planets. 

By the end of term, students 

will create a class e-book 

about the solar system in 

Mandarin. 

Year 5  

Linking to the Year 5 Term Two Inquiry Unit, Year 5 stu-

dents will be focusing on essential Chinese sentences and 

vocabulary about a desert 

survivor. They will also re-

search the trade networks of 

the Ancient Silk Roads. At 

the end of the unit, students 

will present a project about 

Ancient Silk Roads. 

Year 6 

The Year 6 students will 

learn essential Mandarin sentences and vocabulary related 

to Natural Disasters. They will learn to pronounce the Man-

darin words and phrases in class, and practice their writing 

in Pin Yin and character forms. At the end of this unit, stu-

dents will demonstrate 

their understanding of 

the Mandarin language 

by completing a Natural 

Disasters learning tasks 

by investigating disasters 

that occurred in China. 

They will have the oppor-

tunity to present their 

findings and create a key-

note presentation using 

the iPad. 

Welcome to 2017 the year of the rooster. 

Last year the students in Glen Waverley 

Primary School were immersed in speak-

ing, writing and reading the Mandarin 

language. Students were engaged in learning tasks that devel-

oped their knowledge and understanding of Chinese culture 

and the Mandarin language. This year we will continue to en-

gage and build students’ knowledge , skills and understand-

ing in Mandarin! 

Prep: 

The Preps have now learnt how to count 1 to 10 

in Mandarin and can use those numbers to say 

how old they are. This term the Preps are learn-

ing how to say names of furniture they see at 

home and at school..  

 

 

Year 1 

Students in Year 1  have been learning how to 

label their family members in Mandarin, and 

will begin to describe their family members in a 

sentence.  Furthermore, they will be learning 

how to say insects in Mandarin.  

 

Year 2 

 The Year 2 students this term have been explor-

ing words and sentences related to transportation 

and traffic rules. They will also learn the names of 

various foods and use simple sentences in Manda-

rin to build their understanding. By the end of 

this term, students will work on a poster to rein-

force the language that they have learnt.  

 

Year 3 

Year 3 students will learn about the life-cycle of living things. They will 

be focusing on the life cycle of plants. 

During their learning, students are ex-

pected to name various types of plants in 

Mandarin and describe their life cycle. 

Students will create a poster about the 

growing stages of a plant.  

After School Mandarin Classes 

The extra-curricular Chinese program has commenced on  

2nd May Tuesday. 

Who: Students in Year 1 to Year 2 

Where:  The Language Classroom (ELC end) 

When:  Every Tuesday from 3:30pm to 4:15pm 

Chinese Choir 

This year we will continue to welcome students to join  

and practise singing in Mandarin. There will be another 

performance coming soon and we looking forward to see-

ing everyone there. 



 

 

 

Digital Learning in Term Two 

Radio Group 

In Radio Group, students’ learning will centre around the key speaking, listening, writing and technological skills needed to 

produce spoken texts. Learners will develop a concept from an initial idea, through to a published piece in the form of a Pod-

cast, using the school's radio equipment.  They will listen to professional podcasts and unpack the key structural, audio and 

spoken elements that make podcasts effective. 

News Group 

Throughout Term Two, small groups of Year 5 & 6 students will continue to have the opportunity to learn about Journalism 

through a specialised multimedia class. Along with technical instruction on the use of cameras and editing equipment, this 

program also includes a meaningful focus on understanding the role of journalism in society, and developing broader com-

munication skills such as, listening, asking questions, public speaking, finding, analysing and evaluating the quality of infor-

mation. 

Dash 

Glen Waverley Primary School  has recently welcomed 45 new Dash robots 

to the school! Last term, students in Years 3 & 4 used Dash as a tool to learn 

about coding and robotics in their classrooms. In Term 2, Years 5 & 6 will 

have the opportunity to include these in their classroom learning! 

Animation Class 

This unit will teach the principles and techniques used in animation, as well as incorporating skills from the VOICES writing 

program as they develop their own project. Beginning with the history of animation, learners will research some of the earli-

est animation techniques that were used before the invention of modern digital technologies. Following on from this, stu-

dents will explore a range of software and ultimately incorporate chosen techniques to create their  own animation.  

‘Coding with Scratch’ Class 

This unit of learning is mainly aimed at students who have had little to no experience coding with Scratch. Whilst 

students will learn specific skills to create programs in Scratch, this unit of learning will focus on the wider pro-

gramming skills of solving problems, testing, debugging, evaluating and improving in their own learning.  

 



   TERM 2 VISUAL ARTS After School Art Classes 
New Star Art School are continuing afterschool 
art classes throughout the term. There are 2 art 
classes, F-2. & Years 3-6. 

Where:  F-2: Art Room $580 

 3-6: 1SR (next door to the Art Room) 

When:  Throughout the term every Wednes-
day from 3:45-5:15. 

For more information please contact Yaping on 
0417 104 975 or e-mail  

yaping.jiang@gmail.com 

Art Displays 

Be sure to regularly look for new displays in 

the main corridor or on display boards 

around the school showing the students’ 

fantastic learning! 

I trust our GWPS community has had a restful Easter holiday, and all our fantastic students are looking for-

ward to a myriad of wonderful Visual Arts learning experiences. 

This year, we are introducing a new tool to all our students visual arts journey; a visual diary. All students at 

GWPS now have their own visual diary. The visual diary aims to enhance our students visual thinking and 

concept building, aid in tracking students learning, and will also provide students with an excellent memento 

when they leave GWPS and onto their next learning journey. 

In Term 2,  I am pleased to inform you that GWPS will continue to offer visual arts learning opportunities that 

extend beyond regular Art Classes. One such opportunity is the continuation of Advanced Art Classes. The 

intent of Advanced Art classes is to provide a small selection of students with the chance to extend their artis-

tic skills through unique learning tasks. During Term 2, as part of our Artist in Schools Program, GWPS will 

also provide our Level 3-6 students with the opportunity to collaborate with a professional artist  in the pro-

duction of toys. Students will have the option of  donating their toys to the Monash toy library. Their kind 

donation will provide our students with the ability to participate in ‘serviced learning’. Our new Art Captains, 

Dulina and Valerie, will play an integral roll in enhancing positive Visual Arts learning outcomes for our GWPS 

students as they promote internal and external poster competitions, and contribute to the day to day running 

of the Visual Arts department. 

Prep (Foundation) 
Students will begin creating a large class rainbow collage mural made from magazine cut-
tings. This project concentrates on refining students’ fine motor skills (cutting), offers 
them choice by selecting colour based on their learning,  and increasing their understand-
ing of colour theory. 

Year 1  
With ‘Schoolyard Safari’ being Year 1’s Unit of Inquiry, they will create various insects em-
ploying a variety of  styles and techniques with a special focus on pattern making. 

Year 2  
Complimenting their Unit of Inquiry ‘All Mixed Up’, Year 2 students will engage in a series 
of learning tasks that allows them to combine various natural materials to produce an 
artwork. They will begin by creating an Indigenous North American ‘Gods Eye’. 

Year 3  
To complement the unit ‘Plants in Action’, students will start the term by making a ‘Mr 
Potato Head’. This will then be taken back to their classrooms where students will plant 
seeds inside their heads, and over the term students will explore their grass hair growing! 
For the remainder of the term, students will explore the structure of trees and various 
decorative elements by creating their own interpretation of a ‘Klimt’ artwork. 

Year 4  
The Inquiry Unit this term for our Year 4 ‘s is about Space. Complementing this, students 
will choose a planet in our solar system to paint with oil pastel. They will paint it in two 
contrasting forms, depicting it in a daytime and a night-time state. The two images will be 
imposed on top of each other. The end result will create the effect that when the painting 
is viewed from different angles, it will appear as day or night! 

Year 5  
Year 5 students will explore the beautiful world of Renaissance art and more specifically 
the chiaroscuro style (extreme light and dark), and will then produce an observational 
drawing of their hands and face using charcoal that is executed in a chiaroscuro style. 

Years 5 & 6  
As students are learning about earthquakes in their classroom, in art classes, they will 
explore some of the effects of earthquakes by creating a tsunami artwork based on the 
famous, ‘Grate Wave of Kanagawa’, a Japanese wood block print. 

Advanced Art Classes 
20 of our Year 5 and 6 students will be creating props for our Term 3 concert. They will ex-
plore set making principles with engineering concepts to ensure our concert has a won-
derful backdrop that is structurally sound.  



Welcome to what is going to be a very busy and exciting year in Physical Education. Everyone is looking forward to doing their personal 

best, being good sports  role models and learning new skills. There are two new PE staff members for 2017. Mr. Jason McCormick is teach-

ing Years 3 to 6 as well as, 2B and 2E . Mrs. Anna Hardy is teaching Prep to  2. Thank you to all the families who came along to participate 

in our annual Twilight Sports event last term. It was great  evening and  it was fantastic to see so many Glen Waverley Primary families. 

We hope you have a fantastic year. Below is a brief summary of  each Year Level’s PE program for Term 2: 

 

 

Year 3: Students will tinue 

with our  unit on  invasion 

games beginning with bas-

ketball. We will have special-

ist coaching from import 

players from the Nunawad-

ding Spectres.  These sessions aim at devel-

oping  skills in dribbling and others basketball skills and jumping, along with their coordination, move-

ment and cooperative team involvement.  Students will also begin assessments on throwing, catching, 

kicking, striking and fitness, including the beep test in Week 8.  

Year 4:  Students will continue with invasion games to prepare them for more advanced sports in Years 

5 and 6. In a unit of invasion games include  basketball, AFL, speedball and endzone, Students will de-

velop  skills and game sense strategy. Students will focus on sportsmanship, working as a team, along 

with individual skill development .  Students will also begin fundamental motor testing from Week 5 

including the beep test.  

Year 5: In  Term 2, Year 5 ‘s will begin a unit on basketball,  along with the start of our unit AFL and 

hockey. This will continue our invasion game unit where we will focus on game awareness and strate-

gies that can be applied to a range of invasion type games such as hockey, AFL, and touch rugby. Stu-

dents will be applying sport-specific skills to games and working in teams to achieve a collective goal.  

Assessments will begin in Week 5 including both team and individual beep testing.  

Year 6: The Year 6’s  will begin a unit on basketball and AFL which will continue through to Week 5. In 
preparation for Interschool Sport , students will focus on invasion games with an emphasis on game 
awareness and strategies that can be applied to a range of invasion type games. Students will be apply-
ing sport-specific skills to games and working in teams to achieve a collective goal. Year6’s will also 
train for their cross country, culminating in the district event for top 8 finishers. Assessments will 
begin in Week 5 in throwing, catching, striking , kicking and fitness. As students will be reassessed in 
Term 4, they will evaluate and reflect on their progress. 

 

Jason McCormick and Anna Hardy 

 

TERM 2 PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT 

Prep (Foundation): During Term 2, Prep students will continue 

to develop their Fundamental Motor Skills, such as catching, 

vertical jump and kicking through a range of learning tasks. Stu-

dents will also participate in a Fitness Challenge where they will 

be encouraged to work in teams and individually to gain house 

points for their house colour team. In the last 3 weeks of term we 

will focus on gymnastics skills, including strength, landing and 

rotations. 

Year 1: During Term  2, the Year  1 students w ill be encour-

aged to demonstrate positive PE behaviours such as participation, en-

couraging others, taking turns and following the rules. They will con-

tinue to develop Fundamental Motor Skills such as Overhand Throw, 

Ball Bounce and Kick. The students will 

work towards achieving individual learning 

goals in these areas through whole class 

and small group learning tasks. Students 

will also partici-

pate in a Fitness 
Year 2: Students in Grade 2 w ill continue to develop 

their Fundamental Motor skills such as ball bounce, over-

hand throw and catching, as well as introducing kicking and 

forehand strike. Students will be encouraged to work towards 

achieving personal learning goals in these areas and work 

towards using these skills in game situations. Students will 

also participate in a fitness challenge where they will be en-

couraged to work in a team or individually to gain house 

points for their house colour team.  In the last 3 weeks of 

term, we will focus on gymnastics skills, including strength, 

landing and rotations. 



CLASSROOM MUSIC LESSONS 

Prep (Foundation) 

Students in Prep are being introduced to music at school through a range of learning 

tasks. Students are singing, using body percussion, playing percussion, ukulele, and 

glockenspiel and focusing on keeping in time with one another. 

 

Year 1  

This term, students in Year 1 will have their first exposure to formal music notation as 

we learn to read and write simple rhythms.  Students are also singing, keeping a beat 

and being introduced to a range of instruments. Including ukulele, keyboard, xylophone and percussion. 
 

Year 2  

In Year 2 students are consolidating their understanding of crotchets (ta) and quavers (ti-ti). Students are continuing to 

strengthen their understanding of high and low. Students are beginning to formally explore some of the Elements of Music, 

(rhythm, beat, pitch, and dynamics). 
 

Year 3  

Year 3 students will learn a new rhythmic element this term, semiquavers (tika-tika) and continue working with crotchets 

(ta) and quavers (ti-ti) from last term. Students will continue to sing and are also learning how to play in an ensemble. They 

will explore beat, rhythm, pitch, melody and dynamics.  
 

Year 4  

This term, students in Year 4 will continue to reinforce semiquavers (tika-tika) and ensemble playing. Students are discov-

ering the Elements of Music and applying them in an ensemble setting. Students will focus on percussion, keyboard, ukule-

le and drums.  
 

Years 5 & 6  

Students in Year 5 & 6 are exploring the ‘Elements of Music’ through ensemble playing by forming a class band. Students 

will be introduced to ukulele, guitar, keyboard and drums and learn common, four chord progressions. After gaining experi-

ence in ensemble playing students will begin to arrange their own versions of songs. 
 

Senior Choir 

Senior Choir (Year 5 & 6) is well underway! With two performances at assembly last term, Senior Choir is looking forward 

to another busy term. Students are continuing to develop their aural abilities and pitch.  

Junior Choir 

Junior Choir (Years 3 & 4) meet every fortnightly. This term students are learning pieces from movies and are working to-

wards performing at assembly. Students are still focusing on pitch and singing in an ensemble. 

School Band 

We are excited to say School Band is beginning this term. Students who have been selected for band need to attend re-

hearsals at 8am in the Music Room on Tuesday mornings. This term students will focus on refining their ensem-

ble skills and work on pieces to perform at assembly. 

TERM 2 MUSIC 

Reminder 

All students in Prep—Year 1 

require a flutophone for Mu-

sic lessons and all students in 

Years 3-6 require a recorder. 

These will be stored in the 

music room throughout the 

year.  

Please ensure that your child 

brings the appropriate instru-

ment to school. Instruments 

can be purchased from the 

Monday Assembly 9:00-10:00am throughout the Term 



Term Two Advanced Mathematics  

Term 2 is a big term for Advanced Maths. Four very lucky students Vinu (6C). Mineli (6E), Priaav (5B) and Harani, (5B) came 

with me last Wednesday 19th April to John Monash Science School. They have been chosen to participate in the Inaugural Mini 

Mathematicians program. This program will be run on four alternate Wednesday afternoons in Term 2. The subjects covered 

will be the mathematics of code-breaking, topology and graph theory, number patterns, mathematical problem solving, infinity 

and mathematical philosophy. We look forward to hearing from these lucky students after they have completed their four clas-

ses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Term 2 , students from Year 4, 5 and 6 will be preparing for the Australian Maths Olympiad. The Australian Maths 

Olympiad consists of 5 separate contests, one per month from May to September. All competitions are held on a Wednesday 

and all Year 4, 5 and 6 students in Advanced Maths will be participating. Students will be concentrating on developing and 

learning the skills  such as problem solving, to complete the variety of tasks that will be on the tests. 

Why study problem solving?  

 Please take a minute to read below the reason we teach problem solving in schools: 

‘Most people love puzzles and games. It is fun to test ourselves against challenges. The Continuing popularity of crossword, jig-

saw, and sodoku puzzles, as well as of board, card  and video games, attests to this facet of human nature. 

Problem solving builds on this foundation. A good problem is engaging in both senses of the word. Child or adult, we readily 

accept the challenge, wanting to prove ourselves that “I can do this.” To many of us, a problem is fun more than it is work. A 

good problem captures our interest, and once you have our interest, you have our intelligence.” 

This Information is taken from Kalman, R, Phegan J.J and Prescott, A.E. Maths Olympiad Contest Problems. Volume 2. APSMO 

2017 p 3 

Through our students participating in these Olympiads, we are aiming to foster a love of the why and the how of Mathematics. 

We want our students not only be able complete Mathematical problems, but to understand why these problems are relevant 

and how they are used outside of the classroom. 

The dates for the Olympiads this year are: Wednesday 17th May, Wednesday 14th June, Wednesday 26th July, Wednesday 16th Au-

gust and Wednesday 6th September. 

Each year Glen Waverley Primary School participates in the Australian Mathematics competition. 

This will be held this year on Thursday 27th July. More information will follow towards the end of this term. 

I wish you and your families a happy and successful term. 

Cath Peters 

Advance Maths Teacher  


