
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

June 

21st  Robotics – Soccer 

22nd  Robotics - Rescue 

22nd  CHESS 

23rd  District Soccer Round Robin 

26th  Student Led Conferences 

30th  LAST DAY OF TERM 2 

 EARLY DISMISSAL 2:30 

 

July 

17th  FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 

18th  Student Led Conferences 

19th  Student Led Conferences 

19th   Robotics – Soccer 3:30 – 4:45 

20th   Robotics – Rescue 3:30 – 4:45 

24th  Year 4 Camp – Cave Hill Creek Yr 4 

25th  Year 4 Camp – Cave Hill Creek Yr 4 

26th  Year 4 Camp – Cave Hill Creek Yr 4 

26th  Robotics – Soccer 3:30 – 4:45 

27th  Australian Maths Competition Yrs 3-6 

27th  The History Box Incursion Yr 2 

27th  Como House Excursion

 00A/B/D 

27th  Robotics – Rescue 3:30 – 4:45 

28th  Como House Excursion

 00C/B/D 

 

August 

1st  SMART8 - Commences Yrs 3-6 

1st  ICAS Exam -English 

1st  Electrical Engineering 3:30 – 4:30 

2nd  Robotics – Soccer 3:30 – 4:45 

8th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

8th  Robotics – Rescue 3:30 – 4:45 

8th  Electrical Engineering 3:30 – 4:30 

 

  

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
I find it difficult to believe that this is the final 
newsletter for Term Two – it seems like yesterday that 
we commenced the school year and now we are already 
at the half way mark. “Time really does fly” when you 
are having fun! 
 
As usual so many marvellous things have occurred at 
our wonderful school over the past fortnight such as:  
 
Staffing Update 
“Building Staff Capacity is Paramount” is the second 
component of our school philosophy and also a very 
deep passion of mine. Hence it is with sheer delight that 
I once again mention the fabulous achievements of our 
school’s substantive Assistant Principals, Lisa Gough and 
Damien Kitch.   
 
Mrs. Lisa Gough (Assistant Principal – Curriculum): as 
communicated last week, Mrs. Gough has been 
appointed as the Acting Principal at Hughesdale Primary 
School for Term 3, 2017. Naturally, this is a fabulous 
achievement for Lisa and we all wish her well in her first 
posting as a School Principal.  
 
Mr Damien Kitch (Assistant Principal – Operations): – 
as our school community would be aware, Damien has 
been the Acting Principal at Knox Central PS and 
recently he informed me that he has been appointed as 
the Acting Principal at Upwey South PS, a larger school 
and also much closer to home. Damien will be in this 
position for at least Term 3, 2017.  
 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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Acting Assistant Principal Positions: 
In lieu of the above; 
Mr. Jeff de Villa will be continuing in his current role (replacing Damien) and  
Mrs. Helen Tomecek - has been appointed as the Acting Assistant Principal for Term 3, 2017.   
 
Congratulations to the Damien, Lisa, Jeff and Helen for their various appointments.  
 
Other staffing news to be aware of: 
Miss Erica Coleman (Class 2E) – has had a 12 month contract with our school which ceases as of the end of Term 2. Mrs. 
Lauren Rich, an experienced teacher from Ainslie Parklands Primary School, has been appointed to teach Class 2E for the 
remainder of the 2017 school year.    
Ms. Arezou Javidi has commenced her Family Leave and has been replaced by Mrs. Raquel Kane. 
 
A sincere thank you to Arezou and Erica for their fabulous contributions to our school and we look forward to hearing 
from them shortly.  
 
Facilities Update 
New staff car park – the landscapers have continued to make excellent progress with this project. They have completed 
levelling the area and also installing the various retaining walls. We hope to have the asphalt laid and the line marking 
completed before the commencement of Term 3.  
 
New gymnasium update – I have been involved in a number of meetings with the architects and builders as we plan the 
commencement of this major building program. Essentially this project will have a significant impact on how we all 
access the school grounds which have been detailed in a letter to the school community. Please ensure you are aware of 
this and make the necessary arrangements when taking the children to and from school.  
 
What is planned during the Winter school holidays?  
During the school holidays, we are expecting the following works to be completed: 

 Asphalting and line marking of the new staff car park 

 Installation of new seats around the oval 

 Installation of new fencing and gates around the oval  
I look forward to sharing the progress of these works in our next newsletter. 
 
Junior School Council Update 
Congratulations to our wonderful Junior School Council for organising the recent “Crazy Hair Day”. It was terrific to see 
so many of the children (and staff) with their ‘crazy hair” as funds were raised to support the RSPCA. We look forward to 
how much was raised in the next newsletter.  
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Visitors from Saudi Arabia – School Immersion Project 
As an internationally accredited school, it is imperative that we contribute to 
the international education space by partaking in programs such as the 
“Building Leadership for Change through School Immersion project”. This 
innovative project involves teachers, principals and system leaders from 
Saudi Arabia visiting Australian schools for 3 months in order for them to 
learn the teaching and learning practices we implement in order to drive 
school improvement, build staff capacity whilst providing the best possible 
education environment.  
 
Our school is extremely fortunate to have 4 outstanding, energetic and 
passionate teachers who will be with us until the end of Term 3. Their names 
are Areej, Wafa, Amenh and Kazma, please join me in welcoming them to 
our school and may I encourage you to stop and say “Hello” when you cross 
paths.  
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Year 6 Sri Lankan Fundraiser  
As part of the Year 6 children’s service learning program, the students decided that they would like to raise 
additional funds to support the people affected by the recent floods in Sri Lanka. Naturally this is such a 
wonderful cause in which I congratulated the children for being fabulous global ambassadors. Please be 
aware of what the children have planned including a gold coin donation to next Friday’s “free dress day”.   
 
2018 Enrolments  
I would like to remind families with children who will be beginning school in 2018 that we are taking 
enrolments now and that they are also closing rapidly as we only have a very small number of positions 
available. I strongly encourage you to ensure you return your child’s enrolment form to Jenny, Kylie or Julie 
in the main office as soon as possible.  
 
We also ask that members of our school community assist us by informing any of their neighbours of the 
enrolment procedures and direct them to the office to collect an enrolment form or our school website – 
www.glenps.vic.edu.au . School tours are available every Tuesday morning commencing at 9:30 and also 
upon request.  Please call the school on 9802 9938 to book a tour. 

 
Student Reports and Student Led Conferences 
Our wonderful teaching staff have been incredibly busy over the last few weeks writing the children’s 
reports. Your child’s report is a means for us, as your school, to inform the children and their respective 
families of how they are progressing.  It also indicates what they have accomplished, areas for future growth 
and, most importantly, how we can work together for the educational, social and emotional development of 
the children.  
 
For me, student reports are a time to celebrate and acknowledge how far the children have progressed over 
the course of the semester. A reminder that the children’s reports will be distributed next Friday and the 
Student Led Conferences held during the first week of Term Three. In lieu of some staff members being on 
leave, alternative arrangements have been made for Prep D, 1E, 2E and 6C.   

 
Vacation Care Program 
Once again our school will be implementing our very own Vacation Care (Holiday Care) program during the 
forthcoming holidays. Included in this newsletter is an overview of the program and the associated costs. 
Please be aware that ALL FAMILIES are entitled to a 50% rebate (which is not means tested) plus a further 
rebate which is determined by your family’s 2015-2016 annual taxable income. If you have any questions 
pertaining to the Vacation Care program please do not hesitate to contact or see Grace (OSHC coordinator) 
or me at school.  
 
Reminders 
A reminder that next Friday is the final day of the term and the children will be dismissed at 2.30pm.   
 
As per usual an assembly will be held outside the Early Learning Centre (weather permitting) beginning at 
approximately 1:45 pm where the Principal Learning and Kiwanis Club’s Terrific Kids Awards for the term will 
be distributed. If it is too wet or cold, we will hold a modified assembly in the school hall.  
 
I look forward to seeing as many families as possible at our final assembly for the term. 
 
Naturally our After School Care Program will commence at 2:30 pm.  
 
I hope everyone has a wonderful, safe and happy two week break and I look forward to seeing you on 
Monday 17th July. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep A 

 Miranda for completing a fantastic reflection about her learning  

 Isa for being a wonderful friend  
 
1A 

 Arush and Arnav for being extraordinary spellers  

 Arnav and Ahmed for writing amazing reports about Butterflies  
1B 

 Thesan, Aaron and Sashane for being really responsible members of our school community  

 Keeasha, Cardin, Aaron, Lochie, Ben and Sashane for making fabulous choices and playing really well together  
1C 

 Revti, Navi, Chethiya, Tuba, Samadhi, Shayan, Vedanshi, Sanuli and Helen for being really responsible members 
of our school community  

1E 

 Eva for being a really responsible member of our school community  

 Cyrus for writing amazing books about so many different topics, to date he has written 27 books!  

 Cyrus and Rafa for making origami animals  

 
 2A 

 Akshara and Thehan for being very, very good friends  

 Bryle for writing a fabulous letter to me  
2B 

 Koyal and Nancy for being great and very honest 
members of our school community  

 Isaaq for being a fabulous and very responsible member 
of our school community  

 Burhan and Karthik for writing a wonderful card for my 
office 

2C 

 Jash for competing in a Karate Competition and 
winning overall first place in Victorian for 7 year olds 
and a further second medallion in another event 

 2D 

 Chiru and Jannat for making a wonderful poster for my office  

 Kiya and Jannat for finding the most beautiful shells at Phillip Island and for sharing these with me  
2E 

 Manula for explaining how a steam engine operates  

 Rory for being a great friend  
 
3A: 

 Savreen, Liam and Senula for making fantastic progress with their English skills by  
learning about Simple, Compound and Complex sentences  

3C 

 Blaire and Senuth for writing amazing information reports about plants 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  

 
4A 

 Sevin and Uthum for creating an amazing flag that carefully represents our school such as the Houses and 
the multicultural backgrounds of our students  

4B 

 Vinuki, Jayda T, Ben and Ravindu for working so hard to develop their Tier 1, Teir 2 and Tier 3 language 

 Vinuki, Foebe and Sia K for stretching and challenging their amazing  metacognition by using their 
productive struggle to solve complex questions  

 Vinuki, Sia K, Daphne and Tiffany for using their metacognition skills to answer the equation: 3.5 x 9 using 
various strategies  

4C 

 Essam for being a fabulous and very responsible member of our school community  
 
6E 

 Jasmine for writing an amazing poem which is featured in the Kids Corner section of our newsletter  

 Abi for making fabulous progress with her social skills  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrated their special day during  
the second half of June:   
 
Prep A: Isabel  Prep B: William    
Prep C: Tharini 
Prep D: Aarthy and Joshua  
Prep E: Vivaan 
1A: Sanjay, Sanvi, Dillon and Saheli 
1B: Meher 
1C: Sanuli and Senuki 
1D: Nimmer   1E: Theenu 
2A: Deanna  2C: Sithila 
2D: Diti 
3A: Appu  3B: Vyshi 
3C: Blaire, Marcus and Malachy  
4A: Nidula  4B: Wilson 4C: Essam 
4D: Sagari, Ranudhi and Matthew 
4E: Hannah and Hansi 
5A: Abhiram  5B: Melinda 
5C: Senhus  5D: Aryan 
6C: Kisuri and Vinu  
6E: Alexander and Dakshitha 
 
Frank Catalano 
Principal  
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At Glen Waverley Primary School we pride ourselves in embracing both technological and innovative change.   The world 
around us is speeding towards being, not only a paperless society, but also a cashless one.  With the environment at the 
forefront of our minds, together with providing a quick, simple payment system for our families, we have been working 
towards our school joining the technological age even further. 
 
In 2015 we introduced TiqBiz, recently renamed FlexiBuzz, and have enjoyed being able to keep our families informed 
through this App.  We have had many positive comments, especially when children are on camp and photos and reports 
are posted at least once a day.  We use FlexiBuzz to remind families of upcoming events, Curriculum Days and to advise 
when students will be returning from excursions etc – all of which we hope give parents peace of mind.  There is also a 
function on FlexiBuzz for families to send notification when their child is to be absent from school, through illness or for 
family reasons.  When this function is used, it creates an email that is forwarded to the relevant child’s teacher – negating 
the need for parents to ring school or send a note on the child’s return to school.  A very helpful function indeed! 

 
Many of you have used the Qkr payment system we introduced early last year and, as a school, we feel that this has been 
a great success.  We introduced the ‘permission form’ function on Qkr for extracurricular activities this year – doing away 
with the paper format.  Being ever mindful of the young age of our students, we are keen to lessen the amount of cash 
brought to school by children and the scenario of lost permission forms.  During the remainder of 2017 we will be 
extending the permission form function on Qkr to all excursions.   

 
In Term 3 we will send home information letters regarding the excursions/incursions your child has the opportunity to 
participate in, but, we will be using the ‘permission form’ function in the Qkr payment system.  It is an extra step for 
parents and is required to be completed prior to making, and completing, payment; however, it negates the need to sign 
paper forms.  We are hoping that our community will welcome this initiative as it not only removes the responsibility from 
the children and assists our parents; it also facilitates an accurate record of excursion attendance permission for our 
teachers.   

 
For our families who have Credit, or CSEF funds, 

held against their school account, we ask that you 

call the office to request a Credit Allocation 

Form/Permission Form be sent home with your 

child.  Once these funds are allocated any balance 

of monies owing for the activity will need to be paid 

at the office.  For those families who are unable to 

access Qkr, we will also continue to offer Credit 

Card or Eftpos payments at the office and will 

provide relevant Permission Forms at the time of 

payment. 

 

Frank Catalano & The Administration Team 

 

Q.  How important is it to register my child in their 

correct year level and class? 
 

A.  Very important because:- 
1.    Excursion/Activity Rolls are generated from the payments 

made on QKR reflecting your child’s year level and class as 

entered by you – this information is used by the teacher for 

permission to attend 

2.    Where an incorrect Class is entered, the child’s teacher will 

not know that they have permission to attend and they may 

miss out 

3.    If you register your Year 6 child in, for example, Prep, 

they may be rejected to participate in the Year 6 activity 

because they are registered as a Prep 

 



The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

The Kids Corner section of this fortnight’s newsletter has been 
written by Jasmine, one of our wonderful Year 6 students: 

 

A Man of the Wind and the Snow 
 

An old man sat in the doorway of a restaurant 

Protecting his battered face from the sleet 

And thought of the family who, long ago, forgot 

The little boy they had left to the streets. 

 

He knew, in his mind, that there had been no other way; 

His family could not afford a son. 

But his heart sang another song; and so, every day 

He'd beg and cry until the day was done. 

 

If he went an hour without thinking of his past life 

He'd scold himself and run this through his mind: 

“This is my family: my father and his dear wife” 

And he'd picture their faces, sweet and kind. 

 

He never slept in one place for two days in a row; 

He feared the wrath of his unwilling hosts.  

For this old man was a man of the wind and the snow 

Merely a shadow, a spirit or ghost.  

 

Every day, he'd travel around the country to beg 

For a tiny scrap of food, or a coin.   

Hiding his few proceeds down his grubby trouser leg 

Where the wind can't reach, nor a thief purloin.  

 

And in his cold, damp doorway, he watched the moon take flight 

And succumbed to the pull of rest and dreams 

Of course, knowing that whatever he dreamt of that night 

Would consist only of shadows and screams.  
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Commences at GWPS Term 3 – Years 5 & 6 Only 
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