
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

 

May 

25th  Royal Botanic Gardens Excursion Yr 3 

25th  CHESS 

26th  District Cross Country 

30th ICAS Science Exam 

31st  Melbourne Zoo Excursion Yr 5 

31st  CODING 

 

 

 

June 

1st  CHESS 

2nd  Interschool Sports Round 4 Yr 6 

5th-20th Life Education Van Visit YrsP-6 

6th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

7th  CODING 

8th  CHESS 

8th  Leadership Day Yr 6 

9th ICAS Spelling Exam – Year 6s Yr 6 

12th  QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY – NO SCHOOL 

13th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

13th  ICAS Writing Exam  

14th  Melbourne Museum & IMAX Yr 6 

14th  ICAS Spelling Exam – Ys 2 - 5 

14th  Maths Olympiad         Yrs4-6 

14th  CODING 

15th  CHESS 

20th  SMART8          Yrs 3-6 

21st  CODING 

22nd  CHESS 

23rd  District Soccer Round Robin 

26th  Student Led Conferences 

30th  LAST DAY OF TERM 2 

 EARLY DISMISSAL 2:30 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
Welcome to another very exciting and information 
packed newsletter! As usual so many marvellous things 
have occurred at our wonderful school over the past 
fortnight such as:  
 
Education Week – “Healthy Body Healthy Mind” 
Wow what an amazing Education Week we are 
celebrating at our school where once again we 
acknowledged the wonderful learning abilities of our 
fabulous students. This year’s theme is “Healthy Body 
Healthy Mind” which is quite pertinent to everyone and 
also a fabulous topic for the children to research as part 
of their special home learning task. It certainly was 
amazing to see the vast array of different ways in which 
the children used Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 
and/or Maths (STEAM) to present their projects. I can 
only describe the last few days as “STEAMTASTIC” as 
viewing and discussing the various projects has been 
just amazing and a real highlight!  
 

Monday: We commenced with a special assembly 
where the various school choirs (Senior, Junior and 
Chinese) performed the most amazing array songs such 
as: 
Junior Choir “How Far I'll Go” by Moana. 
Senior Choir “Nancy Mulligan” by Ed Sheeran 
Chinese Choir – “The Exercise Song” 
 

Tuesday: All of the classes were involved in various 
“buddy” learning tasks which linked to this year’s 
theme. It was wonderful to see the vast array of 
learning opportunities throughout the school and, just 
as importantly, the manner in which the older buddy 
assisted, coached and encouraged their younger buddy 
was just priceless!  

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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Wednesday:  Wow, what an amazing day! It was just incredible to witness the children explain, present, showcase and 
demonstrate their STEAM projects to the numerous parents who were able to attend our Open Morning and Evening. In 
the afternoon, the school was split into 2 groups and then children were provided with the opportunity to see one 
another’s project which was also incredibly educational on many, many levels! 
From 10:30 to approximately 11:30 the staff organised a wonderful morning tea for our parents just to say, “thank you” 
for supporting our school and the children with their learning! This too was an enormous success as so many parents and 
staff members enjoyed a beautiful morning tea together!  
After recess the Year P – 2 children had the opportunity to participate in a “Fitness Challenge” which was also a fabulous 
event and linked beautifully to this year’s Education Week theme. Well done and congratulations to Mrs Hardy for her 
fabulous organisation of this event! 
 
Thursday (tomorrow): The Year Three children have an excursion to the Botanical Gardens as a means of further 
exploring concepts associated with their Science unit “Plants in Action.”  
 
Friday: Our school Cross Country team will be participating in this year’s Syndal District event and we look forward to 
hearing the results next week. 

 
A sincere thank you and well done to the various staff members who oversaw this year’s Education Week festivities, our 
amazing students for their inspirational learning, enthusiasm and passion shown towards their learning and our 
extremely supportive parents who continually assist the staff and the children with every aspect of our school – well 
done and congratulations everyone!  
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Book Fair 
I hope everyone also enjoyed this year’s Book Fair and thank you very much for making the time to visit it. I look 
forward to Kay (Librarian) sharing how much money was raised in order to purchase additional books for our School 
Library. Thank you to all of the families who supported this wonderful initiative, Vedika and Millie (our wonderful 
Library Captains), their band of assistants and Kay our wonderful Librarian for overseeing this year’s Book Fair!  
 
School Photographs  
By now everyone should have received their school photographs. I sincerely hope that families are pleased with the 
quality and that they are terrific mementos for many, many years to come. If you do have any concerns with your 
photographs please let me know.  
 
Artist in Schools Program 
This year our annual Artist in Schools Program was slightly different with the children partaking in woodworking 
sessions with Anatoli from “Craftpower”. The children had the opportunity to make: 

 Year 3: Miniature catapult  

 Year 4: Working clock 

 Year 5: A miniature working push cart and  

 Year 6: A battery powered car. 

Overall the program was an enormous success as the children thoroughly enjoyed the learning experience. Thank 
you to Mr Hudson for organising and overseeing the program.  Please see Mr Hudson’s report for further details. 

 
Council of International Schools (CIS) Update  
As everyone would be aware, as an Internationally Accredited CIS school it is very important that we support other 
schools who are embarking on their accreditation journey and this time it is my turn to do so. Hence next week I will 
not be at our school and will be spending the entire week at Malvern PS. In my absence, Mrs Lisa Gough will be the 
Acting Principal and will be supported by Mr Jeff de Villa (Acting Assistant Principal) and the entire staff.  

 
School Gymnasium and Car Park Update 
I am extremely pleased to report that we have made significant progress with this project. The contract to build the 
actual gymnasium has been awarded to Renew Constructions (Aust) Pty. Ltd. and at this stage, we are expecting the 
builders to be on site in approximately 4 weeks. Once I am provided with additional information regarding the 
construction of our new gymnasium I will write to all families.  Please see image on the following page. 
 
Another significant project we are undertaking is the construction of a new staff car park near the Early Learning 
Centre and oval which should ease congestion at the front of the school.  
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The Glen Shopping Centre 
Included in this fortnight’s newsletter is a letter and map from ProBuild who will be overseeing the construction works at 
The Glen Shopping Centre. Please ensure you are familiar with the change in access to The Glen and also use of the 
footpaths as it may have an impact on the manner in which families make their way to our school.  
 
School Captains 
I am also extremely proud to announce that our wonderful School Captains will now have a regular newsletter article. 
This fortnight they outline their roles and responsibilities.   
  
2018 Enrolments  
I would like to remind families with children who will be beginning school in 2018 that we are taking enrolments now 
and that they are also closing rapidly as we only have a very small number of positions available. I strongly encourage 
you to ensure you return your child’s enrolment form to Jenny, Kylie or Julie in the main office as soon as possible.  
We also ask that members of our school community assist us by informing any of their neighbours of the enrolment 
procedures and direct them to the office to collect an enrolment form or our school website – www.glenps.vic.edu.au 
School tours are available every Tuesday morning commencing at 9:30 and also upon request.  Please call the school on 
9802 9938 to book a tour. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep E 

 Enya for being a fabulous student and working so hard on her learning  

 

 1A 

 Arnav for creating the most amazing poster about staying 
healthy  

 Nevin for being a fantastic friend  

 Sanjay for writing and amazing recount about his weekend  

 Otis for completing amazing home learning  

 Sanvi for writing a fantastic book about a cat at her old 
house 

 Hesara, Saheli, Sanuli and Vedanshi for being great friends  
1B 

 Akshara for making outstanding progress with her 
counting skills  

1C 

 Rex, Shayan, Vedanshi and Sanuli for being fabulous 
members of our school community  

 Vedanshi for making great progress with her writing  

 Shayan for being very responsible  

 1D 

 Jennifer for being the most amazing, caring and thoughtful student ever!  

 Lavendra and Lehara for being really responsible members of our school  
1E 

 Eva and Zachary L for creating the most amazing graphs about the children in their class favourite 
subjects at school and also favourite take away foods  

 Cyrus for making excellent progress with his writing skills. Cyrus loves to write very interesting books 
such as his latest, The Venus Flytrap  

 Kaesitha and Melody for being a fabulous member of our school community 

 Ronald, Senudi, Jake, Ruhein and Dhanush for working so well during the Education  
Week buddy task 
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2A 

 Aarushi for making outstanding progress with her writing and spelling 
skills  

2C 

 Emaan for creating the most beautiful and fabulous poster about our 
school  

2D 

 Aryaa for making outstanding progress with her writing and spelling 
skills 

 Maddy and Jannat for making amazing progress with their 
understanding of time and using the time matrix 

 Kiya for receiving a certificate for passing her first Piano examination – 
well done Kiya!   

2E: 

 Sanuki, Arman, Amaya, Tenu and Anuki for making double bookmarks 
and foxes out of paper for my office  

 Saren and Sanuki creating an amazing list of tasks that usually take 5 
minutes to complete  

 3A 

 Rithila for making amazing progress with his choice of behaviour  

 Yash for being a fantastic friend  
3C 

 Yashvi and Charles for articulating what a seed consists of and also how it germinates   
 
4B 

 Rucha, Eloise, Sia and Senula for completing fabulous reflections about their learning  

 Vinuki and Tharusha for completing fabulous poems about their favourite body parts as featured in the Kids 
Corner section of our newsletter  

 Sayuni and Jayda T for making fabulous connections between Reading and Writing. Their Learning Intention 
was: I can track key elements of a fiction book and use it to improve my writing  

 
4C 

 Alkan, Rojan, Dulin, Sanchit, Joy, Essam, 
Tamanna, Sanija, Zainab, Amrish and Tyler 
for writing fabulous reflections about their 
learning   

 The whole class for creating an amazing 
anchor chart about the importance of brain 
breaks   

 Simar, Anvi, Joy, Sanija and Daniel for 
working so well during the Education Week 
buddy task 

4D 

 Chanel for making an amazing alien out of 
cardboard and other household items  

 
6C 

 Cao-Tri for expertly explaining his learning 
which caused my metacognition to spark 

 Vinu for being a great friend  
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Prep A: Miranda, Blake and Shenuri 
Prep C: Choudary and Julie 
1C: Veda, Shayan, Isara and Samadhi 
1D: Kishali  
1E: Senon and Eva 
2A: Charles and Gayana 
2B: Rahul, Ranitha and Nevin 
2E: Hannah 
3A: Senula, Annika and Alexa 
3B: Varun, Siyumi and Raya 
4A: Sundaram 
4B: Tharusha 
4C: Sayuri 
4D: Sofia 
4E: Ved and Vinuki 
5A: Yenula 
5B: Kye, Kavin and Branaa 
5D: Kenul, Saketh and Chathuka 
6A: Vinuka 
6B: Kanon and Sanithu 
6C: Nulara 
6E: Deshitha  
 
Wishing everyone a safe and happy fortnight,  
Frank Catalano 
Principal  

 
From the School Council… 

 

Don’t blink, it’s the middle of the year already.  It’s been smooth running, as usual, with the regular 

activities of the council keeping us occupied – organising community events, keeping school policies up to 

date, managing the schools resources and finances. It’s an exciting time to be involved in the school, with 

the CIS accreditation and new hall.   

 

The biggest issue we face, and the most difficult to address, is parking and traffic. 

 

Twice a day, approximately 850 children with their parents try to enter and leave the school.  This minor 

miracle occurs without serious injury or mishap.  Back when my first child started and there were only 300 

children at the school, it was already pretty busy on Brent St and surrounding streets.  Now there are three 

times that many students at the school and there is near grid lock in the surrounding streets. 
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Very soon, we expect work to start on the school new hall; hopefully by the time you get this news letter.  

The building site will close off a large fraction of the existing carpark and make the second turning circle 

unavailable. The High Street Road entrance will be closed to general traffic (staff only, with few exceptions) 

for the duration of the project, which may be up to a year.   

 

There will be no parking available on the school grounds. 

 

We anticipate that the congestion will get significantly worse this year.  There isn’t a lot that the school – 

Council or Executive – can do to improve traffic flow into and out of our school.  But you, the parents, can. 

 

If you don’t have an urgent need to drop your children at the turning circle, please consider parking at The 

Glen or the Mountain View Hotel when you drop off and pick up your children.  

 

If you do drop your children at the Brent Street turning circle, follow some basic rules; 

 Be as quick as you can.  Don’t delay the people behind you. 

 Pull up as far around the circle as you can. 

 Make sure your children are ready to get out quickly once you pull up. 

 Don’t park and leave your car. 

 Don’t get out of the car to help your children out of the car. 

(If you need to get out to help your kids, you should be parking elsewhere and walking the children to the 

school, not using the turning circle.) 

  

Above all, be safe and take especial care to watch out for children – they have a tendency for stepping into 

traffic without looking. 

 

I regularly park at The Glen and walk across. It’s faster, easier and more reliable than trying to get into and 

out of Brent street.  The fact that you don’t have to negotiate into and out of Brent street means it ends up 

being much faster.  The Glen is also undergoing renovations this year, so parking availability is a moving 

feast. There is still plenty of parking available, but his may change. 

 

The school has an informal arrangement with the Mountain View Hotel to use their main carpark (but not in 

front of the building) for short term parent parking.  It’s imperative that parents understand that if we abuse 

the privilege, we will no longer be able to use the site, so please avoid parking in front of the building or 

near the bottle shop. 

 

Finally, the School Council has spent approximately $5,000 installed fencing along High Street Road to 

discourage people crossing away from the lights, but, to my horror, this still seems to be happening on a 

regular basis.  Not only is this dangerous, but your children are watching.  To those parents who are in a 

rush and are considering crossing this very busy main road at peak hour, please model more sensible 

behaviour for your children and community.  I cannot express how much this distresses me to see.  It’s only 

a matter of time before a tragedy occurs.  In light of this, the council are considering extending the fence, 

which represents further funds that don’t contribute to your children’s education. 

 

I’m really excited about the improvements being made to the schools facilities with the addition of the hall. 

It’s going to be slightly painful to manage the next 12 months of sharing a building site, but the end result 

will be well worth it.  The biggest problem for you, the parents of our children, is going to be coping with 

the changes in traffic conditions.  Please be flexible and considerate and change your behaviour as needs 

arise to help us manage this issue. 

 

Dr Paul van den Bergen 
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CURRICULUM CORNER 
 

 

 

 

Fear and Anxiety  
All children have specific fears at some point in their childhood, it is quite normal for even the bravest of hearts. As 
children learn more about the world, some things will become more confusing and frightening. As a parent, we are 
often the first person called upon to ease the worried mind of our child and it can be helpful to know that most 
children will become scared of particular things at certain ages.  This is nothing at all to worry about, these fears will 
usually disappear on their own as your child grows and expands on his or her experiences of the world. Fear is a very 
normal part of growing up. With time and experience, they will come to figure out for themselves that the things that 
seem scary aren’t so scary after all. Fears can certainly cause a lot of cause distress, not only for the children who have 
the fears, but also for the people who care about them. It’s important to remember that fears at certain ages are 
completely appropriate and in no way are a sign of abnormality. 

 

When is fear or anxiety a problem? 
Worry becomes a problem when it causes a problem. If it is a problem for your child, then it’s a problem. When the 
fear seems to direct most of your child’s behaviour or the day to day life of the family (sleep, family outings, routines, 
going to school, friendships), it is likely the fear has become too overwhelming and it is time to increase support to 
regain perspective. We don’t want to change the essence of children, what we want to do is stop their fears and 
anxiety from holding them back. 
 
The idea then, isn’t to get rid of all fears completely, but to make them manageable. As the adult in their lives who 
loves them, you are in a perfect position to help them to gently interact with whatever they are scared of. Eventually, 
this familiarity will take the sting out of the fear. 

 

Common Fears 
 

Infants and toddlers (0-2) 
•   Loud noises and anything that might overload their senses (storms, the vacuum cleaner, blender, hair dryer, 
balloons bursting, sirens, the bath draining, abrupt movement, being put down too quickly). 
•   Being separated from you. 
•   Strangers. 
•   People in costume. 
•   Anything outside of their control (exuberant dogs, a flushing toilet, thunder). 
 

Preschoolers (3-4) 
•  Lightning, loud noises (the bath draining, thunder, balloons bursting, fireworks, loud barking dogs, trains) and 
anything else that doesn’t make sense. 
•  Anything that isn’t as it usually is – (an uncle who shows up with a new beard, a grandparent with different coloured 
hair). 
•  Scary noises, Halloween costumes, ghosts, witches, monsters living under the bed, burglars breaking into the house, 
burglars making friends with the monsters living under the bed and ganging up  – and anything else that feeds their 
hardworking imaginations. 
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Common Fears 
 

Preschoolers (3-4) Cont’d 
•  The things they see on television or read in books might fuel their already vivid imaginations and come out as scary 
dreams. This might bring on a fear of the dark or being alone at night. 
•  People in costume (Santa, the Easter Bunny, story or cartoon characters.) 
•  Being separated from you or being away from the people or pets they love. 
•  The dark and being on their own at night, particularly if they hear a strange sound or see lights or shadows on the 
wall. 

 

5-6 years 
•  Being separated from you. 
•  Ghosts, monsters and witches – and anything else that bumps around in their wonderfully vivid imaginations. This 
can also show itself as a fear of the dark – because we all know the spooky things love it there. 
•  The dark, noises, being on their own at night, getting lost, getting sick.  
•  Nightmares and bad dreams. 
•  Fire, wind, thunder, lightning – anything that seems to come from nowhere. 

 

7-11 years 
•  Monsters, witches, ghosts, shadows on the wall at night. 
•  Being at home alone. 
•  Something happening to themselves or the people (or pets) they care about. 
•  Being rejected, not liked, or judged badly by their peers (buckle up – this one might stay a while). 
 

Adolescents (12+) 
•  What their peers are thinking of them. 
•  Themselves or someone they care about getting hurt, becoming sick or dying.  
•  How they’re doing at school, exams, failure, getting into college or university, not being able to ‘make it’ after 
school. 
•  Strangers getting into their room at night, war, terrorism, being kidnapped, natural disasters – and any other 
frightening thing they might hear about in the news. 
•  Talking to you about important personal issues. 
•  Fear of missing out. 
 

And finally … 
The world can be a confusing place – even for adults. Of course, sometimes fear will lead to a healthy avoidance – 
snakes, spiders, crossing a busy road. Sometimes though, fear will be a less rational response making something scarier 
than it really is. 
Fears are proof that your child is learning more about the world, sharpening their minds, expanding their sense of the 
world, and learning about their own capacity to cope. As they experience more of the world, they will come to figure 
out for themselves that the things that seem scary aren’t so scary after all, and that with time, understanding, and 
some brave behaviour, they can step bravely through or around anything that might unsteady them along the way. 
 
Kindest Regards, 
Lisa Gough 
Assistant Principal 



The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

The Kids Corner section of this fortnight’s newsletter has 
been written by Tharusha and Vinuki from Year 4 as they 

write about their favourite parts of the body: 
 

Vinuki (The Heart) 

 

Let me start with the heart 

Because it’s quiet, no, and not really smart 

It knows how to pump blood 

Without making a flood. 

 

I know it can’t make a structure 

Or make a sculpture 

I hope my heart doesn’t break apart 

So I can still enjoy a tart! 

 

Tharusha (The Brain) 

 

I like the brain  

When I learn something new,  

I make connections like a chain. 

The brain is cool 

I love the brain because it helps me swim better in the pool!  

 
 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://previews.123rf.com/images/blueringmedia/blueringmedia1210/blueringmedia121000035/15915115-Illustration-of-a-human-heart-cross-section-Stock-Vector-anatomy.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_15915115_illustration-of-a-human-heart-cross-section.html&docid=vQxOFC0MowV8EM&tbnid=kMNNvGI9JTObcM:&vet=10ahUKEwib6aSWsofUAhUJXrwKHcKrCiE4ZBAzCA8oDTAN..i&w=1184&h=1300&hl=en&safe=strict&bih=738&biw=1536&q=clipart%20heart%20organ&ved=0ahUKEwib6aSWsofUAhUJXrwKHcKrCiE4ZBAzCA8oDTAN&iact=mrc&uact=8
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The Glen Shopping Centre 
Please note:-  We have been asked to circulate this letter and map from ProBuild, who will be overseeing the construction 
works at The Glen Shopping Centre, to our school community. Please ensure you are familiar with the change in access to The 
Glen and also use of the footpaths as it may have an impact on the manner in which families make their way to our school.  
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The advertisements in this newsletter are in good faith but no responsibility as to the quality of the 

products or services offered is accepted by the school  

There are lessons taught in both English and Chinese 


