
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

 

May 

10th  Mothers Day Stall  
11th  Hands on Science Incursion Preps CED 
11th  Mothers Day Stall  
15th  SMART8 Yrs 3 – 6 
15th  NAPLAN Yrs 3 & 5 
16th  NAPLAN Yrs 3 & 5 
17th  NAPLAN Yrs 3 & 5 
18th  CERES Excursion Yr 1 
                                 EDUCATION WEEK 
21st  Book Fair  
22nd  Book Fair  
23rd  Year 4 Camp – Day One Yr 4 
24th  Year 4 Camp – Day One Yr 4 
25th  Year 4 Camp – Day One Yr 4 
25th  Interschool Sport Year 6 
29th  ICAS Exam – Science Entrants 

 

 

 

June 

1st  Interschool Sport Year 6 
7th  Melbourne Zoo Excursion Yr 5 
8th  Interschool Sport Year 6 
11th Queens Birthday Holiday – No School  
13th ICAS Exam - Spelling Entrants 
14th  ICAS Exam – Writing Entrants 
29th  LAST DAY OF TERM 2  
 EARLY DISMISSAL – 2:30  
   

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
I trust this fortnight’s newsletter finds you and all of the 
members of your family well. As usual we have so many 
exciting things to share such as:   
 
New Gymnasium Update 
Wow, our new gymnasium is reaching the completion 
stage which is not only wonderful but also exceptionally 
exciting. The builders are currently working on: 

 The flooring 

 Internal painting  

 External entrance and landing  

 External cladding and 

 Tiling 
At this stage, the expected handover date is early June – 
fingers crossed that this becomes a reality and we can 
commence using this wonderful new facility!  
Included are some photographs and I look forward to 
providing another report in our next newsletter. 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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Every Day Counts Initiative 
Included in this newsletter and distributed via Compass is an overview of the new Department of Education and 
Training (DET) initiative, “Every Day Counts”. In essence the initiative involves 3 key aspects: 
 

1. The importance of children attending school every day  
2. Ensuring our school is notified of all absences (in advance or on the day) and 
3. If our school is not advised, then we must contact families. 

 
As adults we are very cognisant of the importance of attending school every day and also arriving on time. The research 
is very clear, the more a child misses school, the greater the gap between their peers hence the importance of 
minimising absences.  
 
Compass: 
The Compass software package is our school’s main communication tool, please install this on your phone, tablet 
and/or PC and ensure you contact our school when/if your child is to be absent, arrive late or is to leave early – refer to 
instructions in this newsletter. 
If our school is not informed of an absence, we will send families an SMS through Compass. Naturally this takes 
administrative time to complete, incurs additional costs and will also interrupt parents who may be working or 
studying. Hence it is exceptionally important that we all work together with this issue.  
As always, if you have any queries pertaining to this initiative or accessing Compass, please see Jenny, Kylie or Julie in 
the main office.  

 
Our School Lizards 
It really is wonderful to see how much the children love observing Leonardo and Rocky. In fact, it has also been terrific 
to see so many parents surrounding the tank as well! If you are yet to do so, please make the time to visit them with 
your child(ren) as I am very confident that they will enjoy sharing our latest school pets with you. 

 
Congratulations to Vinara (Year Prep)   
As a multicultural community and an internationally accredited school, it is exceptionally important that we 
acknowledge the various religious festivals of the members of our school community. Recently Vinara (Prep) 
approached me to share the fabulous news that she and her family had just celebrated Vesak Day. When asked what 
was the significance of the day, Vinara mentioned that it is the most important day for Buddhists all around the world. 
It is the day that commemorates the birth, the enlightenment, and the passing of Lord Buddha.  
 
Vesak Day is an official public holiday for Buddhists to celebrate this festival and it is eminent in many parts of Asia. On 
this day, people go to the temple to pay their respects to the Buddha, Dhamma and Sangha (Triple Gem). The temple is 
beautifully decorated with bright cloths, lights and lanterns.   Once there, people offer candles, incense and flowers as 
gifts to Lord Buddha to show their respects and gratitude for his teachings. 
 
This year Vinara observed Sill on Vesak Poya for the first time where she 
practised 8 Precepts. They are as follows: 
1. Panatipata veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami 

I undertake the precept to refrain from destroying living creatures. 
2. Adinnadana veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami 

I undertake the precept to refrain from taking that which is not given. 
3. Abrahmacariya veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami 

I undertake the precept to refrain from sexual activity. 
4. Musavada veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami 

I undertake the precept to refrain from incorrect speech. 
5. Suramerayamajja pamadatthana veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami 

I undertake the precept to refrain from intoxicating drinks and drugs 
which lead to carelessness. 

 

 

https://www.accesstoinsight.org/ptf/dhamma/sacca/sacca4/samma-vaca/index.html
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Congratulations to Vinara (Year Prep)  (Cont’d) 
6. Vikalabhojana veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami 

I undertake the precept to refrain from eating at the forbidden time (i.e. 
afternoon). 
7. Nacca-gita-vadita-visukkadassana mala-gandha-vilepana-dharana-mandana-
vibhusanathana veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami 

I undertake the precept to refrain from dancing, singing, music, going to 
see entertainments, wearing garlands, using perfumes, and beautifying the 
body with cosmetics. 

8. Uccasayana-mahasayana veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami 
I undertake the precept to refrain from lying on a high or luxurious sleeping 

place. 
 

Vinara also brought a homemade lantern to the temple and was very proud to see it 
on display during her visit. This was also celebrated with other family members. 
Thank you Vinara for sharing this joyous occasion with me and the school community 
and congratulations for all that you have achieved particularly at such a young age!   

 

Thank you to Ryan (Year 3) 
Over the past month or so, Ryan (Year 3) has made me aware of some errors (spelling, 
grammatical etc) in our school newsletter. Naturally we spoke about how this could occur, 
such as, when we re-read our own writing it is very common to not read it “carefully” as 
we tend to “skim” what we have written because our brain is already aware of the text. As 
a result he has volunteered to proofread my newsletter pieces which is not only wonderful 
but also making a significant difference as Ryan has already noted a number of errors.  
Well done and thank you Ryan as I am very, very pleased that you undertake such an 
enormous responsibility and incredibly proud of your willingness to do so!  

 

 
Some special visitors to our school 
Last week we had the pleasure of welcoming back Mrs. Prince, Ms. Rich and Mrs. Bailey as 
they visited our school in order for the staff and children to meet their children. Included is 
a photograph of the very proud mums with their beautiful babies. 

https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/dn/dn.02.0.than.html#shows
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/dn/dn.02.0.than.html#scents
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/dn/dn.02.0.than.html#scents
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/dn/dn.02.0.than.html#luxury
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/dn/dn.02.0.than.html#luxury
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New furniture  
Recently we received delivery of some new furniture which has 
been placed in the Advanced Maths and Mandarin teaching 
spaces and the staffroom. Naturally this has come with quite a 
great deal of excitement which is always wonderful and very 
much appreciated. On behalf of the children, staff and School 
Council, thank you everyone for settling your school fees as some 
of these funds have made this possible! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO 
RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep E 

 Jonathan U and Jasman for completing amazing 
handwriting and becoming experts in writing the letter O  

 Senaya, Hiyara, Taneesha and Jonathan for terrific 
members of our school community  

 
1B 

 Dylan for drawing a fantastic picture of himself in the 
Learning Pit  

 Tiger for being a very responsible friend  

 William, Ansh and Bhanuka for learning how to ask great 
questions which can be tallied and represented in a bar 
graph  

1C 

 Marcus, Shafin, Vivaan and Minh Anh for creating 
amazing pictographs about the different fruit the 
children eat for Brain Food in 1C 

 Jenny and Vivaan for working so hard in Maths class, 
they collected data by interviewing their class friends, 
then tallied the results followed by creating a pictograph 
and finally writing a summary  

1E 

 Trisha, Mikaela and Sean for writing a reflection about 
the ANZAC Day poppies and what they mean to them 
(photo) 

 Dinethya for writing a very interesting amazing story 
about LEGO Friends  

 Sean, Elisha, Mikaela and Saumya for being very 
supportive friends  

 
2B 

 Arush for making huge improvements with his 
handwriting and for also writing a very descriptive 
recount of the Science incursion  

 Shayan for being a fantastic friend  
2D 

 Hriday for receiving a bronze medal in a chess 
tournament  

 Zachary and Jordan for being great friends  
 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS (Cont’d) 
2E 

 Lehara for receiving medals from the Berwick Sri Lankan school. A gold 
medal for the 3 legged race and a bronze for the obstacle races  

 Thiyansa for being a fantastic friend  

 
3D 

 Elsha and Hannah for writing very deep and engaging persuasive texts which 
really connected with the reader  

3E 

 Deanna for writing a very deep reflective piece on how she used the learning 
Pit to work out the difference between mm, cm, m and km 

 Shuchi and Niles for being amazing and very responsible friends   

 Sayu, Senuli, Sid, Shahzeb and Sanuk for writing beautiful thank you cards 
about the new furniture in the Mandarin learning space  

 

4A 

 Shanza, Salma, Kheenav, Jordan, Darshini, Ruhan, Vishy and Shanza for completing a maths learning task 
involving estimating the price of shopping items and then checking for accuracy. Their learning reflections are 
incredibly deep and included in the Kids Corner section of our newsletter  

 
5A 

 Sanulya and Komal for demonstrating fabulous metacognition when completing a maths task which involved 
comparing climate graphs  

 Sia S and Aaria for being terrific friends 
5B 

 Suhani for sketching an amazing picture of an Egyptian Cobra  
5C 

 Sevin for receiving ribbons as part of a recent Australian Air League athletics meet where he placed 1st in the 
100m Relay and 3rd in Shotput 

 
6A 

 Srineer for being a very supportive friend  
6D 

 Ujwal for writing a terrific narrative about 1850’s Gold Rush era which is also featured in the Kids Corner 
section of the newsletter  

 
Wishing everyone a safe and happy fortnight,  
Frank Catalano 
Principal  

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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Everyone knows that while siblings love each other, they’re not always the best of friends. 
It sometimes feels like there’s no answer, but with careful planning, and a lot of patience, you 

can have harmony at home. 

According to Michael Grose, author of ‘Thriving: Raising Confident Kids with Confidence, 

Character and Resilience’, parents sometimes try to get involved rather than try to solve the 
problem. He lists five ways in which parents can assist their children to learn from disputes 
rather than solving the problem for them: 

 Model positive conflict resolution skills. Kids wear L plates when it comes to solving 
disputes. Some kids will yell, get abusive or even get physical when they are settling 

disputes. Show them better ways of sorting out problems by talking things through with 
your partner, other adults and with children. Let kids see you give way to others rather 
than continually standing your ground. Let them witness respected adults compromising 

and apologising when you’ve said something upsetting to your partner or your children. 
Modelling not only shows the way but gives permission for children and young people to do 

the same. 

 Focus on emotions. It’s easy to brush kids aside when they are genuinely upset by the 
actions or words of a sibling. When kids come to you for help, say something like: “Yep, it 

would make me mad too if someone said that to me.”  Usually someone’s feelings get hurt 
when siblings argue so make sure you recognise their emotions without taking sides. This 

focus on feelings helps kids develop emotional literacy and promotes empathy. 

 Explain why siblings may have behaved the way they do. Kids are faulty observers 

and only see one side during disputes. It’s the job of parents to round out the picture, and 
help kids see that there are two sides to any dispute. Ask questions like, “What do you 
think she meant by that?” 

 Coach them on sorting out disputes. Kids need the chance to sort their conflict out 
themselves, but sometimes they need some coaching. Kids often invite their parents to 

take sides, which is usually counter-productive. Rather than trying to sort out who started 
an argument, focus on possible solutions. Give them suggestions such as taking turns, 
giving way, bargaining, swapping or even walking away. 

 Encourage them to restore their relationships. Kids often get over disputes far 
quicker than adults. They can be squabbling one minute and cuddling up the next, so it 

gets tricky intervening sometimes. However, there are times when you need to encourage 
a child to mend bridges with an aggrieved sibling. This can mean kids have to swallow 
their pride, admit that they may be wrong, make an apology or make some sort of 

restitution such as doing a special favour. This type of restoration means kids must take 

responsibility for their behaviours and is a sign of growing maturity. 

As parents, we need to model and teach the behaviours we would like our children to practice. 
However, when all of your best intentions come to nothing, don’t despair: A recent study from 

the University of Illinois found that siblings who fight have more advanced emotional 
development  

If you would like to learn more, we are delighted to give you the opportunity to attend a 

free webinar.   

ANDREA LOWE – ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

ENJOYING HARMONY 
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ANDREA LOWE – ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

ENJOYING HARMONY 

Free Webinar: Sibling Fighting – What To Do 
When 

Tuesday 15 May 2018 7:30pm – 8:30pm 
AEST 

 

Price 

This webinar is $37 per person to attend, 
but is free with our voucher. 

Who is talking 

This webinar will be hosted by Dr Jodi Richardson with presenter Michael Grose. 
 

 
Michael Grose 
Parenting Ideas Expert 
Author, Speaker, Founder Parenting Ideas 
 
Michael Grose is a popular parenting educator 
widely recognised for his expertise in birth order, 
sibling relationships and what makes healthy families 
tick. 
 
Michael is the author of the ground-breaking book 
Why first borns rule the world and last borns want to 
change it. 
 
He’s given countless interviews in Australia and 
internationally about sibling relationships, and was 
contacted for comment by British media about the 
impact of the birth of a new sibling relationships and 
reduce the incidence of noisy, fractious fighting. 

 
Dr Jodi Richardson 
Parenting Ideas Expert 
Wellbeing and Mental Health 
 
Jodi is a mental health, wellbeing and happiness 
science speaker and educator. She is a mother of 
two primary-school-aged children and is the 
founder and director of Happier on Purpose, the 
mental health and wellbeing expert for Parenting 
Ideas and writer for both print and online 
publications.  
 
Integral to Jodi’s work is helping parents and 
teachers to nurture resilient, relaxed, playful kids 
who develop lifelong habits of happiness and 
flourishing mental health.  

 

How to access the webinar   

1. Go to www.parentingideas.com.au/product/sibling-fighting-what-to-do and register.  

2. When it comes to the payment section, enter our code word ‘Harmony’ into the vouchers section. 

3. Log in on May 17 at 7:30pm and enjoy the webinar. 

 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/product/sibling-fighting-what-to-do


The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

The Kids Corner section of this fortnight’s newsletter features  
An 1850’s Narrative (Ujwal Year 6) and  

Maths Learning Reflections – Year 4 Students 

An 1850’s Narrative (Ujwal Year 6) 
 

Back in the 1850s a man came to Australia with his family from England. 

The man's name was Albert and he came to Australia to mine for gold in Ballarat. 

Albert was poor as was his family. 

 

A few days later, Albert was going to mine for gold so he and his family could 

have a better place to live and a better life. So he went to the mine to dig for 

gold, while he was digging he heard a sound calling for help!!!. Albert went to see 

what happened to the man, by the time he reached there the man was gone and 

he didn’t know where he was! 

 

The next day he went to mine for gold. After a few hours of digging with a pick 

axe he found some gold and he shouted, “Eureka!” However when getting the gold 

out, both sides of the exit and the entire tunnel was blocked and he was trapped! 

When his family heard this they were worried, his son said, “Where is my dad I 

miss my dad!” 

 

Stuck in the dusty cramped mine Albert needed to extract the gold that he spied 

earlier. Setting his pick axe to work he finally got the gold free. The size of the 

gold was like a tennis ball. He put it in his pocket safely and thought to himself, 

“How do I get out of the mine?”  

 

So he started using his pick axe and eventually dug a hole big enough to crawl 

through.  

 

Now on the outside and the safe with his family, Albert's fortune had changed. 

He now had gold he could trade and buy supplies for his family to live 

comfortably. He was now known as the richest man in Ballarat!  

 

Maths Learning Reflections – Year 4 Students 
 

Vishy: I heard my error alarm when I was 
working out the quantity of a 6 pack of juice 
boxes. I was thinking if I had to do the 
average amount of each juice box or the 
volume of the whole pack. 

 

Shanza: I heard my error alarm when I had to do the fractions 
because when there was 200g I completely froze but then I 
realised it was how many times 200g goes into 1000g. 
 

 

Darshini: I heard my error alarm when I was estimating 
the grams for bread and apples because I was wondering 
how much a gram really weighed. I used strategic thinking 
bt searching how many grams there are in a kilogram and 
that helped me find the amount it weighed.  

 

Ruhan: I heard my error alarm when I 
had to make 350g into a fraction and I 
was in the bottom of the pit. But then I 
went to Nat, Kheenav and I understood 
the problem and strategy we had to use. 

 

Jordan: I heard my error alarm when I wrote kilogram instead of 
millilitres for the Fanta. I used strategic thinking when I was 
estimating the price and quantity of food. I used SURF when I was 
reasoning with myself about what price the food should be.  

 



 

Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrate their 

special day during the first half of May:    
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Prep B: Anuki 
Prep C: Chris 
1A: Yash 
1D: Arnold, Ritisha and Reshik 
1E: Inuka, Jag, Savinu, Mikaela, Ryan and Hirun 
2A: Tanya and Nikhil 
2B: Arush and Revti 
2C: James 
2D: Yuvan 
2E: Tiger and Lehara 

 

3B: Emaan and Tanisha 
3C: Philip 
4A: Shristi 
4B: Kisara 
5B: Stephanie  
5C: Arjun and Zacariah 
5E: Sanija 
6A: David 
6C: Devesh 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAME-DAY NOTIFICATION OF UNEXPLAINED 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the 
day of absence, by entering the absence on Compass.  Notifying the school of your child’s 
absence, either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 
 
Parents/carers are required to ensure their child attends school every day and have an 
obligation to contact the school to notify the school of their child’s absence. Parents/carers 
should inform the school in advance of known upcoming absences, or on the day of absence as 
soon as practicable. In addition, in order to implement this requirement, it is essential that 
parent/carers provide schools with their most up-to-date contact details.  
 
From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact 
parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If 
your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, 
the absence will be marked as unexplained.  
 
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most 
important part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts 
them behind. 
 
Our school will send you an SMS through Compass, as soon as practicable, on the day if a 
student is not at school and you haven’t notified the school as to why. If you are notified by the 
school that your child is away without a reason, please notify us as soon as possible by entering 
the reason on Compass or phoning to advise and we will assist with you recording the absence 
on Compass. 
 
If we cannot reach you because we don’t have your correct contact details (i.e.: message 
notification fail, disconnected number), then we will make contact with any emergency 
contact/s nominated on your child’s file held by the school, where possible, on the same day of 
the unexplained absence. 
 
Please remember it is your responsibility to contact us to provide an explanation for your child's 
absence from school, and where possible, please inform us in advance of upcoming absences. 
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How to enter your child’s absence on Compass 



Please note that you cannot edit you notes or approvals after they have been created. If you do need to make 

any amendments please contact the school office and we will do this for you. 
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How to Approve an Unexplained Absence on Compass 



 

 

 



 



 

 
The advertisements in this newsletter are in good faith but no responsibility as to the quality of the products or 

services offered is accepted by the school 

Glen Waverley Primary School  774 High Street Road,  Glen Waverley   3150 

Ph: 9802 9938   Fax: 9886 1590   Email: glen.waverley.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au   Website: www.glenps.vic.edu.au 

 


