
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

April 

4th  Year 6 Swimming – Last Lesson Participants 

5th  LAST DAY OF TERM 1  

 ASSEMBLY 1.30 PM  
 EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30 PM  
   
22nd  EASTER MONDAY – PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
23rd FIRST DAY OF TERM 2  
25th ANZAC DAY - PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
26th  CURRICULUM DAY – NO SCHOOL  
30th  SMART8  Yrs 3-6 

 

May 
6th Hands on Science Incursion Yr 2 
7th   SMART8  Yrs 3-6 
8th  Mothers Day Stall  
9th  Mothers Day Stall  
10th Mothers Day Stall  
10th  GWPS Cross Country Run  
14th  SMART8  Yrs 3-6 
14th  NAPLAN Writing Assessment Yrs 3 & 5 
15th  NAPLAN Reading Assessment Yrs 3 & 5 
16th  NAPLAN Language Assessment Yrs 3 & 5 
17th  District Cross Country Qualifiers 
20th  EDUCATION WEEK 20th -24th   
21st  NAPLAN Numeracy Yrs 3 & 5 
21st  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 
28th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

 

June 
4th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 
10th  QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
11th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 
18th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

28th  LAST DAY OF TERM 2  

 ASSEMBLY 1.30 PM  
 EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30 PM  

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
Welcome to the final newsletter for Term One, as I type 
this, I am truly “baffled” as to where the time has gone?  
 
Never the less, it certainly has been a fantastic term as 
we have accomplished so much as a school community. 
Some of the key achievements include: 

 The Prep children commencing school so 
confidently 

 The entire student body beginning their 
learning with rigour and intent  

 The manner in which the 2019 Foci have been 
embraced 

 The very successful Year 5 camp and swimming 
programs and  

 The construction of our new Performing Arts 
and STEAM/AI Centres.  

 
In this the final newsletter for the term, there are so 
many exciting things to share such as:  
 
Facilities Update 
As mentioned above, one of the highlights of this term 
has been the construction of our new Performing Arts 
and STEAM/AI learning spaces. The construction of the 
STEAM/AI classroom was extremely exciting to watch as 
the builders had to use cranes to maneuver the 3 pieces 
of the classroom into its designated area. Naturally this 
brought a high level of joy and curiosity to the children 
(and staff). 
 
Over the page are photos of our latest learning space 
for your enjoyment and I look forward to sharing the 
amazing learning which will occur in this classroom 
shortly.  
 

 UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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Science 
Technology 
Engineering 
And 
Maths 

STEAM/AI ROOM 

Artificial 
Intelligence 

The school holidays provide the opportunity for additional facility related works to be completed. During the forthcoming 
break we plan to: 

 Replace all of the “box style” air conditioners throughout the school with new reverse cycle units 

 Remove the old boiler heaters  

 Paint the outside of Block B and some of the stairs leading to the portables.  
I look forward to sharing photographs of the works undertaken in the first newsletter of Term Two.  
 
Congratulations to the Following Students for their Fantastic Achievements Outside of School 
One of the highlights of being a school principal is that I have the pleasure and joy in seeing the delight in the children’s 
faces every single day particularly when they accomplish something. Below are some recent examples: 
 
Chess Team 
Our school Chess Team recently participated in another tournament and have once again qualified for the State 
Championships, that’s twice in less than a month!  
 
Congratulations and well done to Ryley, Tejas, Sanuk, Rahul, Nikhil, Omika and Okith as this is an amazing achievement!  
The boys are now practicing hard for the State Championships in the hope of qualifying for the National Championships (as 
they did last year)! Good luck and once again, well done to all of you as we are incredibly proud of what you have achieved! 
 
 Tennis: Aarav (Year 4) – Aarav is an avid tennis player and recently he 
competed in the Eastern Region Tennis Incorporated grand final. Aarav 
plays in the ERT Red Ball competition in a team of three for the 
Scoresby Tennis Club.  They have played every Sunday for the last year 
leading to the grand final.  They finished at the top of the ladder in the 
home and away season and won the grand final quite comfortably, 5-1 
5-1 6-0 with Aarav participating in two out of three matches. Aarav 
reported that this is a very proud and satisfying moment for him 
particularly after three years of training!  
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During this year’s Australian Open in January, Aarav was 
also chosen to represent Scoresby Tennis Club in the 
Kids on Court Showcase. Before a doubles game Aarav 
got to play on the match day courts and form a guard of 
honour for the doubles players. He was also invited to 
the Hot Shots event during the Match Play Gala Day 
which unfortunately was cancelled due to the high 
temperatures during the Australian Open. 
 
Recently Aarav received the very exciting news that he 
and his team will participate in the Orange Ball Match 
Play this April.  In order to participate they had to come 
up with a team name and matching t-shirts, Aarav 
suggested "Scoresby Smashers" which was accepted and 
they will proudly have this on their new orange T-shirts.   
 
Well done and congratulations Aarav, we look forward 
to hearing how your tennis progresses and how your 
team goes at the Orange Ball Match Play!  

 
Softball: Malachy (Year 5) and Julia (Year 6) – Malachy 
and Julia are avid softball players and recently their 
team, Northvale, qualified for the grand final. It was an 
emotional weekend for the Team as the children lost on 
Saturday however they took full advantage of their 
double chance and swiftly qualified on Sunday. Well 
done and congratulations Malachy and Julia and we look 
forward to hearing how your team goes against the 
Raiders on Saturday 6th April!  

 
 Twilight Sports  
Due to publishing timelines, I am writing this newsletter piece before our annual Twilight Sports, it is my hope that we 
have perfect weather so everyone can have the most amazing time. I look forward to sharing some of the highlights in 
the first newsletter of Term Two!  
 
School Photos 
A sincere thank you to all families for your support with this year’s school photos. We look forward to them arriving mid-
term Two and distributing them as soon as possible as they are a fabulous memento for the children and families.   
 
Vacation Care Program 
Once again our school will be implementing our very own Vacation Care (Holiday Care) program during the forthcoming 
holidays. Included in this newsletter is an overview of the program and the associated costs. Please be aware that ALL 
FAMILIES are entitled to a 50% rebate (which is not means tested) plus a further rebate which is determined by your 
family’s 2017-2018 annual taxable income. If you have any questions pertaining to the Vacation Care program please do 
not hesitate to contact or see Angela and Meetha (OSHC coordinators) or refer to our school website.  

 
Final Day of Term One 
Please be aware of the following reminders pertaining to tomorrow: 

 Tomorrow is the final day of Term One and the children will be dismissed at 2:30 pm.  

 Our After School Care Program will subsequently commence from 2:30. 

 The last day of each term is also a “free dress” day and there is no cost to participate. 

 An end of term assembly will be held in the gymnasium at 1:45 where the Term One Kiwanis Club Terrific Kids 
and Principal Learning Award recipients will be announced.  
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Week One of Term Two Reminders 
 

Date Event School or Out of School Care 

Monday 22nd April  Easter Monday Public Holiday No School or Out of School Hours Care available  

Tuesday 23rd April Day One of Term Two Children to attend school from 8:50am, Before and 
After School Care as per normal  

Wednesday 24th April Day Two of Term Two Children to attend school from 8:50am, Before and 
After School Care as per normal 

Thursday 25th April ANZAC Day Public Holiday No School or Out of School Hours Care available 

Friday 26th April Curriculum Day The children are not required at school, Out of School 
Hours Care available from 6:45 am to 6:30pm  

 
Hence, the children are required to attend school on Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday 24th April in Week One of next term.  
 
May I take this opportunity to wish the families who celebrate Easter a very Happy Easter, and everyone a fabulous school 
holiday break.  

 
Principal Awards 
As Principal, I ensure that I am involved in the learning process as much as possible and as such strongly encourage all 
students to share their learning with me. Those who receive a Principal’s Award have their names and the reason why 
they received an award printed in the school newsletter. This is something I cherish dearly as do the children and their 
families.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep A 

 Savinu, Eliana, Baanushan and Sanuri for making amazing progress with their reading and for being very confident 
in their ability to read to me 

 Emilia for working so hard on her writing  
Prep B 

 Tharshanna for drawing the most creative picture about her family as part of Cultural Diversity Week  

 Sahana and Onalee for being very supportive friends  
Prep C 

 Meshavi, Mikayla and Swara for writing very deep narratives about ice cream  

 Indrakashi and Daysha for learning about numbers and shapes really, really well  

 Seneli for drawing a beautiful picture of a pretty lady  
Prep D 

 Shayel, Vinushi, Sophie, Aseli and Meenu for working so hard to improve their writing  

 Akeesha, Myra, Angeline, Swara and Rain for being really responsible members of our school community  

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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1A 

 Lithika for receiving a medal from the Rowville Cricket Club for 
making amazing progress with his batting skills  

 Vishan, Shaya and Senaya for working so hard in the Writer’s Club 
and writing amazing narratives which really engaged the reader  

 Marius for being a great friend  
1B 

 Yashvi, Jonathon and Andrew for making amazing progress with 
their writing 

 Anaya for producing a very elaborate piece of art work 

 Imelda for being an excellent friend  
 
1C 

 Swanya for drawing a beautiful picture of a princess which is now 
proudly placed on the wall in my office  

 Vedika, Amna and Tayjas for being great friends and wonderful 
children  

1D 

 Vinara and Sandy for making great progress with their Maths 
skills. They are able to skip count for a very long time!  

1E 

 Arjun also for working so hard in the Writer’s Club and writing an 
amazing narrative  

 Ranuga for receiving his Green Swimming certificate from Paul 
Sadler Swimland for completing 50m freestyle, 75m backstroke, 
treading water for 5 minutes and a neat dive.  

 
2C 

 Bianca, Vedanth, Pun, Methul and Mathushaa for being really 
responsible members of our school community 

 Sophie for making outstanding progress with her reading 
2E 

 Harish for drawing the most creative and beautiful Easter poster 
for my office  

 
3A 

 Melody also for being a very supportive friend  
3B 

 Tien An, Akain and Chathuka for being really responsible 
members of our school community 

3C 

 Meher and Aaron for making amazing progress with their 
writing they have been focusing on expanding their vocabulary 
and using emotions in their writing   

3D 

 Mithushaa, Milan, Caleb, Sanuli, Aarav, Vedanshi and Trisni also 
for being really responsible members of our school community by 
working hard to keep our school grounds neat and tidy 

 Caleb and Milan for being the first children in the class to use the 
word of the week, “Jamboree” 

3E 

 Akshay and Ayub for being exceptionally responsible and honest 
members of our school community  
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4A 

 Shaurya and Anuki for working hard on developing their writing (author’s) strategies by focusing on the mechanics 
of a sentence which includes curiosity, emotions and show don’t tell!  

4B 

 Nevin for being a very proactive member of our school community  
4D 

 Sid for working on developing his writing by using short sentences to further engage the reader. His piece, “20 
Years Later”, is featured in the Kids Corner section of our newsletter  

 
5D 

 Partha for completing additional home learning with a focus on Maths and Geography. He researched the top 10 
countries of the world and ranked them according to land size, population and economy. Then he stretched his 
metacognition by doing the same for the states of Australia  

 Dihein for being an amazing friend  
5E 

 Frank for making amazing progress and a dedicated approach to improving choices  

 Chuck or being an awesome friend and very responsible member of our school community  
 
6D 

 Behrad for drawing a very descriptive picture as featured in the Kids Corner section of  
our newsletter  

 
I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 23rd April, if not earlier.  

 
Frank Catalano 
Principal  
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Scholastic Book Club Ordering 
 

Our School provides students and their families the opportunity to order books through 
Scholastic Book Club.  Product booklets are distributed once or twice a term and parents are 
able to order online through the Scholastic website. 
 
We wish to advise our school community that we will no longer be accepting orders ‘across the 
counter’, it is now necessary for parents to order books through the ‘Scholastic Book Club Loop’ 
ordering program.  The Scholastic site link is located on the lower left portion of the order form 
or you may use the following link to register and order books :-  Parent Login 
 
 
 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx


ENCOURAGE KIDS TO HELP AT HOME 
(Every Day without Pay) 

I have been reading “The Barefoot Investor for Families” and have been reflecting on the importance of kids understanding the 
value of work.  Scott Pape, encourages the use of household jobs to earn pocket money, however he also encourages families to 
have certain expectations around jobs that help create harmony, connectedness and a better experience for the whole family.  He 
talks to the importance of all members of the family helping with dinner time jobs – setting the table, cleaning up and packing the 
dishes away.  These rituals support informal moments for family members to talk with each other, play or just laugh about the 
day.  He also talk about picking and choosing your jobs carefully, so that they match the age, responsibility and expectations of 
each individual child within the household.  Michael Grose, from Parenting Ideas, has a similar yet contrary view in that he feels 
kids shouldn’t necessarily be paid.  But both believe in the power of getting your kids involved in a positive and affirming way.  
Enjoy this week’s article. 
 

Encourage kids to help at home (every day without pay) 
By Michael Grose 

 
Confident kids are competent kids. Past experience has taught them that they can be successful. The easiest (and most neglected 
way) to help develop competency is to give kids opportunities to help out at home. Don’t overburden them with jobs. Sensibly 
allocate chores according to their age, interests and study requirements. 
 
Expect children and young people to help without being paid. 
Provide pocket money, but avoid linking it to chores. Helping in exchange for money develops in children a notion of ‘What’s in it 
for me?’, which is a self-centered view of life. 
 
However many parents tell me that they cannot get their kids to help unless they pay them. Those parents have made a rod for 
their own backs. It’s time for a change of tune. Don’t wait until they are old enough to help. Start now, regardless of age. Toddlers, 
teens and all ages in between should be expected to chip in and help. 
 
Here are eight ideas to help you get your kids to help out at home without being paid: 
1. Keep jobs real 
Kids can sense it when parents give them jobs to keep them busy. Make sure the jobs you apportion make a real contribution to 
their own family’s well-being. 
2. Balance the personal chores with family jobs 
Chores are generally divided into two areas. Jobs such as keeping a bedroom tidy benefits a child and jobs such as setting the 
table benefit the family. By doing this kids learn to contribute positively to family-life. 
3. Place more difficult tasks on a roster 
The children can refer to it when needed, which takes the load off you and removes the need to remind them. Rotate the 
unpleasant tasks frequently. And, here’s the key to making rosters work – place yourself on the roster too! Kids are generally 
more willing to help when you as a parent are involved. 
4. Use Grandma’s principle to make sure jobs are done 
Grandma’s principle means you do the less pleasant tasks first. That is, make sure jobs are finished before mealtimes or before 
starting pleasant activities such as watching television. 
5. Avoid doing jobs for children 
When children get the message that no one will do their jobs for them they will be more likely to help out. 
6. Show your appreciation for their help 
Make a fuss when they help so they know that their contribution to the family is valued. If you do it often enough they may even 
show their appreciation for all you do for them! 
7. Keep your standards high 
Don’t accept half-hearted efforts or half-completed jobs. If you think your child is capable of putting the cat food back in the fridge 
and placing the spoon in the dishwasher then insist that he or she does just that, rather than leaving the cat food on the sink. A 
job properly done is valued in the world of work, which they will eventually enter. 
8. Rebrand the term ‘chore’ as ‘help’ 
The term ‘chore’ definitely has an image problem. Use the term ‘help’ as it is easier on the ear and really does indicate what you 
want from your kids. 
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CIS Splash 
 

Junior School Council  

 
 

As a proud member of the Council of International Schools, we are constantly reviewing our 

practice as an organisation, aiming to identify and implement programs which lead to school 

wide improvement.  One of our recent changes has been to the way our Junior School Council 

(JSC) is structured.  As of this year, our JSC will compromise of three tiers.  Each tier has the 

specific purpose of creating and implementing programs across the school to further deepen 

students’ understanding of our School Purpose.   The three tiers of the JSC will compromise of 

the Sustainability, Student Voice and Service Learning. 

 
The Service Learning JSC will focus on how to give back to our community, inclusive our sponsorship children and fundraisers. 

The Student Voice JSC will provide an additional avenue for our students have greater input to their learning and direction of 

our school, whereas the Sustainability JSC will focus on encouraging environmentally friendly behaviours and making shifts 

towards a more sustainable school. 

By making a deliberate effort to engage students in the process of creating positive action at the school, we are providing 

opportunities to ensure our School Purpose is more than just a statement, but instead a living and breathing document that 

is embedded into the day to day running of the school.   

The School Purpose, which is outlined in our Guiding Statements; states our aim is to develop individuals, who:- 
• Learn about themselves and the world around them 
• Grow to become effective members of the community now and in the future 
• Achieve personal fulfilment and a love of lifelong learning 
 
Our School Purpose, JSC and our entire student body, are clearly interlinked.  Students who are engaged in sustainable 
initiatives and fundraising are developing strong knowledge about the world around them, while further developing student 
voice in our school allows children to learn more about themselves.  Obviously, through implementing a democratic, student 
led decision making and action process in our school, it ensures all children are effective members of the community and sets 
them up for lifelong learning.   

I look forward to seeing the impact all students have this year through the JSC initiatives to help make the 
community a better place.   

As always, it is an exciting time to be a part of GWPS! 
 
Greg Edwards  
Leading Teacher – Council of International Schools 





The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

This fortnight we feature a narrative from Sid (Year 4) who has been 
practicing the strategy of “using short sentences” to engage the reader” 
and a very descriptive picture  drawn by Behrad (Year 6) 

 

20 Years Later ……. 
 
Walking forwards. My last memory of the 
area told me I should not go. People 
surrounding me with eagerness. 
 
Should I, or should I not, was the question 
that was stopping me? One step at a time! I 
felt I had no end to the question, this is 
what I decided. 
 
Buckling up, sitting down. Once again it 
happened! Faster than a jet, lightening, 
everything! I knew I would not survive. 
Stepping out was hard. Into the distance I 
walked telling myself never to go on this 
extraordinary adventure again. 
 
“Let’s move to another ride”, my brother 
said. 
 
I could sense that fear had crept in once 
more. Will this adventure ever end?  
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Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrate their 

special day during the second half of March:  

 

 
Prep C: Saneli 
Prep D: Akeesha  

 

5A: Elijah, Cheniru and 
Diya 

5B: Hasaru, Marilyn 
and Nuoyan 
5C: Hansalee 

 

 
2A: Ileesha 
2C: Vedant 

2D: Mithul and 
Aahan 

2E: Aryaman 

 

 
4C: Ananya 

4D: Ivan and 
Ella 

 

 
3B: Aletea and 

Yuven 
3C: Shavini 
3E: Jordan 

 

 
1A: Eman, Harteg and 

Vishan 
1B: Jonathon and Izzy 

1D: Geetham 
1E: Arjun 

 

6A: Julia 
6B: Hamoor, 

Harunyah and 
Elaine 

6C: Amrish and 
Venu 

6D: Chanu 
6E: Ken Ji and 
Kezia  
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Please note that you cannot edit you notes or approvals after they have been created. If you do need to make any 
amendments please contact the school office and we will do this for you. 









 

 

Australian Government Payments 
 

Financial assistance available to Parents 
If your family is eligible, you can receive financial assistance to help meet the costs of your child’s education.  Visit the link 
below for further information:- 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/services-for-parents/Pages/financial-help-school-items.aspx 
 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, 
Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for 
important, educational and fun activities.   
 

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper 
understanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are part of a healthy 
curriculum.  CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities.  If you hold a valid means-tested concession card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be 
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to 
the school to be use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  The 
annual CSEF amount per primary school student is $125.00.  The CSEF payment cannot be used towards voluntary school 
charges, books, stationery, school uniforms, before/after school care, music lessons, or formals/graduations. 

How to Apply for CSEF  
If you applied for the CSEF at Glen Waverley Primary School in 2017/2018, you do not need to complete an application form 
in 2019, unless there has been a change to your family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, change 
of concession card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2019.  Check with the school office if you are 
unsure. 
 
If you are new to our school please print off the CSEF Application Form (or collect one from the School Office), complete it 
and bring it to the school office together with your Concession Card. 

 

Please access  The Department Parent Information Flyer and 2019 CSEF Application Form on line please visit our Website 
under the following tab :-   Parents/Government Payments 
For further information you may also visit the DET Website 

   

State Schools’ Relief (SSR) 
Each year State Schools' Relief assists families who are experiencing financial disadvantages with school clothing, shoes and 
other essential items.  SSR has received additional government funding so that it can help more families needing financial 
assistance. Students starting prep or year 7 in 2019, who meet the CSEF criteria outlined above, are automatically able to get 
help with uniforms.  SSR will provide basic uniform items and/or a voucher for each student who meets the criteria.  The 
uniform items available for prep students will be advised by SSR during Term 1 2019. 
 
How to Apply for SSR 
Parents of Prep 2019 students must apply for CSEF by the closing date before they are eligible to apply for a uniform pack.  
Once your CSEF Application has been lodged, and funds received by the school, we will send you a SSR Application for 
completion and return.  Please do not contact SSR directly as they cannot accept applications from parents.  The applications 
for Prep 2019 CSEF uniform packs will be submitted by us in Terms 2 and 3 2019.  
  
Please note: the 2019 Prep Package will be determined by the SSR Board mid Term 1, 2019.  Shortly after this, all schools will 
be notified. 
 

State Schools' Relief Website 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/services-for-parents/Pages/financial-help-school-items.aspx
http://www.glenps.vic.edu.au/page/97/Government-Payments
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx?Redirect=1
https://ssr.net.au/
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