
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

February 

23
rd

  Chess 

23
rd

  Prep Family BBQ – 5:30 – 7:00 Preps 

27
th

  Camp – Sovereign Hill Ballarat Yr 5 

28
th

  NO MANDARIN CLASS TODAY 

28
th

  RACV Street Scene Incursion Yr 2 

28
th

  Camp – Sovereign Hill Ballarat Yr 5 

29
th

  Camp – Sovereign Hill Ballarat Yr 5 

 

March 

1
st
  Camp – Sovereign Hill Ballarat Yr 5 

1
st
  Coding 

2
nd

  Chess 

3
rd

  Athletics Day Yrs3-6 

6
th

  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4-6 

7
th

  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4-6 

7
th

  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

7
th

  After School Mandarin Yrs 1-2 

8
th

  History Box Incursion Yr 1 

8
th

  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4-6 

8
th

  Coding 

9
th

  Chess 

9
th

  Cultural Infusion Incursion Yr 3 

10
th 

 SCHOOL CURRICULUM DAY NO SCHOOL 

13
th

  LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

14
th 

 Swimming Lessons Yrs 4-6 

14
th

  After School Mandarin Yrs 1-2 

14
th

  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

15
th

  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4-6 

15
th

  Coding 

16
th

  Chess 

20
th

  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4-6 

21
st
  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4-6 

21
st
  After School Mandarin Yrs 1-2 

22
nd

  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4-6 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 
Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
Welcome to another very exciting and information 
packed newsletter! As usual so many marvellous things 
have occurred at our wonderful school over the past 
fortnight such as:  
 
2017 Junior School Councillors  
One of the most exciting aspects of being a school 
Principal is that I have the privilege of witnessing and 
sharing the amazing accomplishments of the children – 
in every facet of their schooling. They simply never 
cease to amaze me with their ideas, lateral thinking, 
willingness to give things a go, attitude towards 
learning, cognitive ability and the endeavour to make a 
difference to one another and the world in which we 
live.  
 
On Monday morning we announced the names of the 
children who have been bestowed with the honour and 
privilege of being selected as their class representative 
for the 2017 school year and will subsequently form the 
Junior School Council (JSC). The JSC is responsible for 
many things throughout the school but most 
importantly it is a vehicle which will enable the children 
to develop their leadership skills - skills which they will 
be able to use for many, many years to come.  
 

Yesterday the children had the opportunity to 
experience their first leadership training day as they 
spent the morning with Leadership Coach Gary Ryan. 
Gary work shopped such issues as the qualities of a 
good leader, team work, persistence and being 
prepared.  
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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2017 Junior School Councillors  
Congratulations to the following students for being selected, I look forward to working closely with you and also wish 
you well with your leadership journey in 2017 and beyond!  

 

Class Name Class Name 

Prep A Arnold  3C Charles 

Prep B Miheka  3D Hansalee 

Prep C Justin  4A Buwanaji 

Prep D Arthy 4B Caitlyn 

Prep E Enja  4C Dhiya 

1A Hishan 4D Arjun 

1B Ria 4E Ryan 

1C Safwan 5A Pawan 

1D Kishali 5B Sanja 

1E Zachary 5C Dhayalen 

2A Anoushka 5D Ardash 

2B Parin 6A Vimani 

2C Tejas 6B Sana 

2D Nishtha 6C Dineth 

2E Manula 6D Sudan 

3A Sanula 6E Yanush 

3B Odelia   
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Congratulations to Liam (Year 4) 
In the school holidays Liam (Year 4) and his brothers Ben (also Year 4) and 

Jack (Year 8) competed in the Australian Junior Chess Championships in 
Brisbane. They all did exceptionally well which is fabulous however Liam 

came second in the under 10 Australian Junior Chess Problem Solving 
Championship. Congratulations to all of the children and well done to Liam 

for his fabulous achievement! 

 

Extra-Curricular Programs 
It has been wonderful to see our school’s vast array of extra-curricular programs in operation over the last few weeks. 
The children are extremely fortunate to have access to a magnitude of additional activities which enables them to 
develop supplementary skills, make new friends and, most importantly, enjoy themselves whilst learning. If you have any 
queries about our extra-curricular programs please do not hesitate to see or contact Kylie, Jenny or Julie in the main 
office, Mrs Gough or myself or contact the nominated external provider.  

 
Certificates of Success  
One of the really enjoyable aspects of having school assemblies is that we all have the pleasure of sharing when the 
children are acknowledged for their skills, talents, endeavour, commitment etc. At our school we have “Certificates of 
Success” which are based on our social emotional learning program, You Can Do It and are read out by our marvellous 
School Captains. Classroom teachers will endeavour to contact parents when your child is to be presented with a 
certificate as we feel that it is important for the child’s family to be aware and involved in the celebration.  
 
The Certificates of Success are a vital component of our Student Wellbeing Program and I sincerely hope they are 
cherished for many years to come! 

 
Facilities Update 
Over the past few weeks the tradespeople have continued working on the landscaping surrounding our new double story 
classrooms. I am hoping these works will be completed by the end of the month so we can have full access of the oval 
and surrounding areas.  

 
Getting to Know You Interviews 
Thank you to those families who have attended the ‘Getting To Know You’ interviews throughout the past fortnight. I 
trust they were informative and provided parents with the opportunity to meet the classroom teacher in order to share 
invaluable information about their child.  
A reminder that communication between home and school is not just held during the formal interview sessions, at our 
school we have an “open door” policy hence parents are most welcome to meet with teachers, Mrs Gough or I when the 
need arises. If you do have a pressing issue please do not let it fester, make an appointment to see someone so we can 
assist you.  

 
Lost Property  
Recently a new Lost Property box was built to house the vast amount of windcheaters, bomber jackets and hats found 
throughout our school.  It is located in the main building near the fire hydrant and staffroom. 
 
Naturally it is our hope that the Lost Property Box would seldom need to be used as everyone would be conscious of their 
belongings. As a staff, we regularly go through the lost property and anything which is named is returned.   
However, if hats, windcheaters, bomber jackets, drink bottles or sports equipment are not 
named it is extremely difficult to return these. Please ensure all of the children’s items are 
labelled and, children, let’s be far more responsible and conscious of where we leave our 
belongings!  
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What is “Service Learning?” 
 
This term has become synonymous with schools associated with the Council of International Schools (CIS), essentially it is 
an approach to teaching and learning in which students use academic knowledge and skills to address genuine 
community needs. 

 Picking up rubbish on a river bank is service. 

 Studying water samples under a microscope is learning. 

 When students collect and analyze water samples, document their results, and present findings to a local pollution 
control agency – that is service-learning. 

What is our school currently doing in this area of the curriculum? 

1. Last year the children recognised that our school requires additional paper recycling bins, hence the Year 3’s 
organised a second hand toys and books sale (with the items being donated from our school community) and the 
money raised was used to go towards the purchasing of the bins. 

2. Jaz the Guide Dog in training – as reported by Ms. Rennie in the last newsletter,  
our school is supporting Guide Dogs Victoria by agreeing to host Jaz for 12 months.  

 
We look forward to sharing other service learning initiatives throughout the year.  

 

 

School Council Elections  
A sincere thank you to the members of our school community who have nominated for School Council, unfortunately at 
the time of writing this piece I am unable to share with you the names of the nominees however this will be 
communicated in the next newsletter or via a letter to all families.  
 
May I also take this opportunity to remind everyone of the School Council Noticeboard which is located in the main 
building near the library. The board contains copies of minutes and reports as presented at School Council meetings.  

 
School Fees   
Once again, a sincere thank you to all of the families who have settled their school fees.   It really is wonderful to see all 
of the children have the necessary supplies for a smooth start to the school year. As a result of the overwhelming 
response we have recently purchased additional resources for our school’s robotics and coding programs, iPads, printers, 
interactive whiteboards and additional take home readers for the junior classes. This would not have been possible if 
families did not settle their school fees – once again, thank you everyone!  

 
Brain Food 
It is also wonderful to see so many children bring along some Brain Food on a daily basis. To date I have seen children 
replenish their vitamins by eating bananas, carrots, peaches, nectarines, celery sticks, sultanas, watermelon, apples, pears 
and grapes – well done and keep up the very healthy brain food choices everyone! 

 
2017 Curriculum Day 
Please be aware that the following days have been earmarked as our Curriculum Days for this year: 
 

 Friday 10th March: Focusing on:  
- The Victorian Curriculum, Spelling, Maths Pacing Calendar and Assessment Maps 
 

 Wednesday 26th April and Wednesday 2nd August: Focusing on: 
- Working with neuroscientist Jared Cooney – Horvath (Melbourne University) on the developing 

 a whole school understanding and approach to “learning sciences” 
 
For those who may not be aware, our Out of School Hours Care program will operate on all 
 Curriculum Days. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A 
PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep B: 

 Neev, Mihith, Elisha, Sean, Nethula and Sahana for completing 
fabulous learning about the beginning, middle and end of a text  

 Nethuka for creating a beautiful card 
 
1B: 

 Ria for writing a magnificent story about a man who didn't know 
numbers  

 Nartana for being a fantastic friend  
1C: 

 Isira and Nevti for completing fabulous learning about the 
importance of being persistent  

1D: 

 Milan and Brook for purchasing a toy for Jaz our Guide Dog  
1E: 

 Nikhil, Sethumi and Jake for writing a fantastic report about the 
importance of the 5 finger rule for reading  

 
2B: 

 Koyal and Nancy for being very, very helpful and happy students  

 Aryan, Sasath, Nancy, Kaitlyn, Koyal and Samyukta for creating 
beautiful cards for my office  

2C: 

 Emaan for being a really responsible member of our school 
community  

2D: 

 Chiru for receiving a trophy at the Melbourne Kannada Sangha 
sack racing and running event and finishing in 1st place  

 Chiru, Diti, Kiya and Nishtha for being very responsible members of 
our school  

 Jordan and Nafi for completing amazing maths learning involving 
place value to the millions  

 Sanuka for being extremely responsible by keeping our school yard 
clean  

2E: 

 Amali and Okith for working so hard to learn all about place value 
in mathematics involving numbers in the hundreds  

 Anuki and Manula for being very responsible members of our 
school  

 Linaya for writing a fantastic recount about her local park  

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
3B: 

 Odelia and Siyumi for creating a very comprehensive piece involving all of the times tables and also a series of 
questions  

 
3C: 

 Malachy for writing a fabulous story about the Pokemon Charizaradex, for writing terrific questions to the book 
character fantastic Mr Fox and for making outstanding progress with his learning  

 Ved, Zak and Marcus for being very supportive friends  
 
 
4A: 

 Akisa and Uthum for being a really responsible member of our school community 

 Dennis, Branden, Nidula and Kamesh for learning all about geometric language as a means of expressing 
themselves and their learning at a deeper level   

 Simran, Sumitha and Ishaan for completing a fabulous Y Chart about their learning experience which involved 
understanding how the people in the First Settlement might have felt and also the Aboriginal people who were 
already in Australia  

 
4B: 

 Rivith and Sanuka for being exceptionally responsible  

 Aarav and Nikita for being a really responsible member of our school community 

 Caitlyn, Senula, Sanuka and Jayden for learning fabulous about such concepts as cognitive dissonance and inner 
voice - as featured in the Kids Corner section of this newsletter  

 
4C: 

 Zainab and Rojan for completing fabulous drawings  

 Zainab for completing amazing mathematical metacognition involving birthdays , shoes sizes and pets  

 Rojan, Zainab, Essam, Jessika and Victor for completing a wonderful diagram depicting fixed and open mindsets  
 
4D:  

 Vihaan and Sangy for creating wonderful procedural texts about using various aspects of their iPad  
 
5B: 

 Dihein for writing an amazing recount about last Friday’s cricket match (which is in this week’s Kids Corner) 

 Bilaal for being a fantastic and very supportive friend  
 
6E:  

 Anushka and Nihar for being brilliant mathematical magicians   
 

 All of the Year 6 student leaders - for receiving their name tags and for a wonderful start to their roles and 
responsibilities  

 

 PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrated their special day during February:   
 
Prep A: Aisha, Elise and Dilain 
Prep B: Bhanuka 
Prep C: Nuyara 
Prep D: Dylan 
Prep E: Trisha and Neo 
1A: Shlok 
1B: Cardin, Joshua and Isath 
1C: Tuba 
1D: Aaliya 
1E: Jake and Kaesitha 
2B: Isaaq 
2C: Gargi 
2D: Kaur and Niles 
2E: Shuchi and Saren 
3A: Sandhi and Ann 
3B: Rithvik and Soham 
3C: Joshua, Aditi, Zac, Sruthika and Adhyan 
3D: Avani, Dev and Partha 
4A: Branden, Angela, Dennis and Buwanaji 
4B: Aarush and Senula 
4C: Saanjh 
4D: Chanel 
4E: Shaloni 
5A: Vishal and Anujana 
5B: Ally 
5D: Aryav, Adarsh, Kyra and Archi 
6A: Karthik, Zuha and Vincent 
6B: Owen, Ivan, Joypuma and Isaiah 
6C: Chanul  
6D: Natalie 
6E: Yanush 
 
 
Wishing everyone a safe and 
happy fortnight,  
 

 
Frank Catalano 
Principal  

 



Fixed Mindset Growth Mindset 

Not caring about anything Try your best 

Not concentrating on the learning task and 
thinking about something else  

Explore information 

Not trying, keep talking  Mistakes help you learn  

I can’t do it! I can do it! 

I will never learn Don’t get frustrated  

This is too hard I will do my best 

Never mind as I won’t and can’t do it If Plan A doesn’t work, then I’ll try Plan B 

 Mistakes don’t mean I am not good, they mean I am 
learning  

I hate school I love school 

I’m not good at spelling  I will try my best and improve my spelling  
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The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 
 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

The Kids Corner section of this fortnight’s 
newsletter has been written by a number of 
our wonderful Year 4 children as they learn 
about Fixed v’s Open Mindset and Cognitive 

Dissonance – a term used to describe the 
feelings of discomfort that result from holding 

two conflicting beliefs. 

 

Caitlyn: When I was running my ankle started to hurt. 
 
Should I stop and run later because the pain is really 
bad or, do I carry on because “I can Do it!” 

 

Jayda: I wanted to practice the relay but it was so hot! 
 
When I was stuck in this position, I felt confused and lost. 
Then I thought about it properly and realised I should play in 
the shade.  

 

Senula:  Last year I used my inner voice and I picked the positive voice. This is what happened - 
 
I was in the 100m sprint grand final I was saying, “I can do this!” but I lost. Rather than feeling 
upset I was still proud of myself.  

 



The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 
 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

Dihein, his family and some friends were lucky enough to attend 

the very exciting cricket match between Sri Lanka and Australia 

last Friday. Below is a recount of their experience. 

On Friday the 17th of February, my family and I went to see an AMAZING cricket match, between Sri Lanka 
and Australia, at the MCG. I was SO excited and we took our friends Ramike (5B) and Sayuni (4B) along. It 
took us a long time because of the traffic but eventually we made it there.  
 
When I got to my seat I actually wondered how large it was. SPOILER ALERT: It can seat 100,024 people and 
the field size was 171m x 146m. That explained why the MCG was so HUGE. I was also with my younger 
cousins named Sanithu and Sanuka, Shay (who left the school at the end of 2014), Kavi (5C) and Dhivyan 
(Kavi’s older brother). The match was about to start. There were fireworks, fire and dancers.  

 

The teams had a toss and Sri Lanka won. They chose to 
bowl first. I watched how they bowled and they were 
very FAST. I got a little bored though, so I started playing 
UNO with Sayuni, Dhivyan and a little girl behind my seat. 
I always ended up 4th, only because I haven’t practised 
UNO in a long time (I played the game back in Prep). 
 
The best part of these 4 hours and 20 mins was that Sri 
Lanka WON by 5 wickets!! The match was super exciting 
because with one ball to go, the scores were even. If 
Australia stopped Sri Lanka from scoring, it would have 
been a draw and then they would have had to play a 
“super over”. However Kapella Gunaratne scored a 
boundary off the last ball and Sri Lanka won! 
 

It was a very happy ending; everyone who came to cheer on Sri Lanka wasn’t let down. I enjoyed this experience to 
come and watch the cricket and I hope I get to go see another cricket match with my family and friends!  
 
By Dihein 5B!!  
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CURRICULUM CORNER 
 

 

 

 

When I went to school, writing was a lot like this. I’m not sure about you, but if I walked onto a stage to perform and there 
wasn’t an audience member in sight, my ego would be deflated, my desire to continue would dampen and I definitely 
would quickly develop a what’s the point? Mindset. 
 
On the flip side, if there was an audience clapping and appreciating the work I had done, I would feel valued and motivated 
to do even better the next time. The difference between the two performance scenarios is significant; one performer may 
as well be singing into their shampoo bottle in the shower, whilst the other has an audience which involves doing 
something with real-world relevance that can make you feel connected, motivated and empowered. 

 
Authentic Audience 
A teacher, like a parent, is an audience, but not necessarily an authentic audience (Steinkuehler, et al., 2012). Authentic 
means real or genuine (Webster, 2016). Having a real audience indicates to students that their efforts are taken seriously 
and have value beyond the classroom. An authentic audience changes everything; it means students need to have a vision 
of a product that matters and develop a connection with it. It’s not just something that they’ve created for the teacher 
‘just because’ or for a grade. It’s a real piece of work that will be seen by real people in the real world. When student work 
culminates in a genuine product for an authentic audience, it makes a world of difference (Levy, 2008).  

 
Publishing writing pieces in creative and purposeful ways add polish and purpose. Students also include writing in their 
portfolio, which is a collation of their best pieces of work that goes home with them at the end of the Semester/Year as a 
gift to their parents. Some students also take their audience a step further and enter their published pieces into Writing 
Competitions. In some instances, their work gets published on websites and other online media, and many pieces of 
writing are placed on display throughout the school. 

 
Our Year 5 students are currently writing letters in preparation for their camping experience where they will participate in 
school at Sovereign Hill, just as it was in the 1800’s. Younger children write to their buddies, and a range of students 
communicate with the residents of the retirement village the choir visited last year. Don’t under-estimate the power of an 
email to a relative, whether they live near or far. Keeping a journal also carries authentic purpose for a very personal 
audience. 
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“Picture this for a moment … You are a performer. You spend 
endless time writing and rehearsing songs. You are really good at 
what you do. You spend time in rehearsals refining and editing your 
performance so that it is flawless. It’s the night of your concert. You 
walk out on the stage proud of what you have done. But, there’s no 
one in the audience. What do you do? … Stand tall and sing to 
yourself? Or walk back off stage?” 
 

With the development of Service Learning and a Growth Mindset, 
students are working with their teachers to write about issues and topics 
they care about. More often than not, writing lessons are linked to the 
term’s Inquiry unit of study. Without an audience they are simply just 
doing, so I encourage you to ask your child what they are writing about, 
and focus beyond their spelling and punctuation to share in their thoughts 
and ideas with greater focus. Happy reading! 
 
Kindest Regards, 
Lisa Gough 
Assistant Principal 

 



I like reading fictional  

books  ‘ That are fun  

to read ’   

14  students in 1D  
  

prefer to read both  

Fiction and non  
  

fiction books  
  

 students in 1D like to  6 
  

read Non - fiction 
  

Learning intention    

To discuss our reading    

preferences and to   

  explain why we like    

those types of texts.   
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 We have been learning about ourselves as readers.   

We thought about our favourite place to read and why.   

This is what we discovered… 

 

In my new couch because it is really light and quiet.  I really love reading in quiet places.  Nartana 

At my swing because it is nice and relaxing and I love it.  Meher 

In a pile of pillows because it is nice and comfy and soft.  Krisha 

 

In my tower of pillows in my bedroom.  Ben 

In bed and on the sofa where there is lots of comfortable cushions and pillows.  Jordan 

In the backyard because I love nature so much. Ria 

 
In the library because it is nice and quiet.  Omika 

Is outside because it is nice and comfy.  Joshua 

On the kitchen table because there are lots of books.  Tiger 

In bed because I don’t get distracted and it’s nice and comfy.  Hriday 

 

In the library because it is nice and comfy and quiet.  We can read lots of books.  Biyon 

At home in my tree because I put a cushion on the branch to rest on.  Anuram 

In bed because it is comfy.  Keeasha 

 

On the table because it is nice and comfy.  Akshara 

In bed because it is nice and comfy.  Thesan 

On the table because I don’t have to make the book straight as it is resting on the table.  Isath  

IN the library because it is nice and quiet.  Kritthik 

 

In bed because it helps me to get a straight back.  Aaron 

In my sister’s room because it’s nice and comfy.  Quin 

On the bed and bean bag.  I sometimes read in my sisters room in the library.  I like reding my book in the class library.  Cardin 
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The advertisements in this newsletter are in good faith but no responsibility as to the quality of 

the products or services offered is accepted by the school 
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