
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

February 
22nd  Year 4 – 6 Swimming Participants 
25th  Year 4 – 6 Swimming Participants 
26th  SMART8 Commences Yrs 3-6 
27th  Year 4 – 6 Swimming Participants 

 

March 

1st  Last Day of Early Finish for Preps Preps 

1st  Athletics Day Yrs 4-6 

1st  Year Prep – 3 Swimming Participants 

4th  Year Prep – 3 Swimming Participants 

5th  Year 5 Camp – Beechworth Yr 5 

6th Year Prep – 3 Swimming Participants 

6th  Year 5 Camp – Beechworth Yr 5 

7th  Year 5 Camp – Beechworth Yr 5 
8th  Year Prep – 3 Swimming Participants 
8th  Year 5 Camp – Beechworth Yr 5 

11th  LABOUR DAY – PUBLIC HOLIDAY No School 

12th  CURRICULUM DAY – NO SCHOOL  

13th  Year Prep – 3 Swimming Participants 
15th  Year Prep – 3 Swimming Participants 
19th  SMART8  Yrs 3-6 
22nd  District Athletics Participants 
26th  SMART8  Yrs 3-6 

 

April 

3rd WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

3rd TWILIGHT SPORTS – SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

5th  Year 6 Swimming – Last Lesson Participants 

5th  LAST DAY OF TERM 2  

 ASSEMBLY 1.30 PM  
 EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30 PM  

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
I trust this fortnight’s newsletter finds you and all of the 
members of your family well. As usual we have so many 
exciting things to share, such as:   
 
2019 Foci 
This year I have introduced 3 key Foci in order to 
continue to sharpen the lens a little further throughout 
our school. Two of the three Foci have a wellbeing 
emphasis and the third a teaching and learning stem, 
this year’s Foci are:  

 Healthy Connections – the importance on ensuring 
healthy relationships, which are based on mutual 
respect and trust cannot be underestimated. This 
foci will be used to emphasise to the children the 
notion of making good friends, being a good friend, 
playing sensibly by sharing, taking turns, using social 
media appropriately etc.  

 Evidence in Learning – this aspect of our foci relates 
to all of our teaching staff as it is essential that we 
use “evidence” when making judgements about the 
children’s learning and then utilise this as a means to 
drive teaching and learning and 

 Self-Regulation – this aspect of our foci is of deep 
importance as it relates to the children stopping to 
assess their emotions before reacting to a learning 
task or an event in the classroom or schoolyard. As a 
school we utilise this term as part of our approach 
when discussing how the children can better 
regulate in order to make them an even better 
learner, friend, sibling etc. 

 
In forthcoming newsletters, I will expand on the 2019 
Foci and also look forward to sharing how the Foci is 
being used at school and at home.  
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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Facilities Update  
As a proactive school we are constantly seeking means to improve our facilities and I am extremely pleased to 
announce the addition of the following learning spaces:  
 

 Year 3E and 4D classrooms – the students, Mrs Liddy and Ms. Lui were extremely pleased to see the 
arrival of their brand new learning space and also very excited to watch the tradespeople assemble it in 
what seemed like “world record pace!” It certainly is a fabulous classroom and we now look forward to 
the new shelves, cupboards and bag boxes arriving in the next week or so. 

 New Performing Arts classroom – I am extremely pleased to report that we will shortly have a dedicated 
classroom space for Performing Arts. The 3 Modular classroom is expected to be fully operational by the 
time our next newsletter is distributed and will be placed adjacent to 3E and 4D’s classroom.  

 Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths (STEAM) classroom – this is also another very exciting 
project we are undertaking as the STEAM classroom will not only focus on these areas of the curriculum 
but also the introduction of “artificial intelligence” (AI). This will be placed in the area adjacent to the 
walkway in between Block A and Block B. 

 

I look forward to sharing how the additional facilities are being used to enhance the learning opportunities for the 
children in forthcoming newsletters.  
  
School Council Update 
Thank you to the members of our school community who have nominated for this year’s School Council. At this 
point in time we are in the process of contacting nominees and hope to be in a position to announce the 2019 
School Council shortly.  
 
Student Leadership Team Update 
The beginning of the school year always has additional meaning for some of the children as they are bestowed 
with the honour of representing their peers, teachers and family as a student leader. Our Student Leadership 
Program involves the following components: 
 

 Year 6 Student Leaders: 

Team Main Role of the Team 

School Captains To assist with a plethora of school events such as 
assemblies, school tours, production, visitors etc. 

 
House Captains 

To predominately lead sporting events throughout 
the school such as the lunchtime sports programs 

and the Twilight Sports. 

 
Curriculum Captains  

To lead, develop and implement a variety of   
initiatives pertaining to their respective curriculum 

area. Such as library initiatives and the School Band. 

  

 Junior School Council:  

Team Year 6 Leaders Main Role of the Team 

 
Service 

Learning 

 
CIS Captains 

To lead, develop and implement service-learning 
initiatives throughout our school and the wider 

community. For example raising funds for various 
organisations. 

Sustainable 
Communities 

Environment 
Captains 

To lead, develop and implement environmental initiatives 
throughout our school and the wider community. 

 
Student Voice 

 
Peer Mediation 

Captains 

To lead, develop and implement a variety of   initiatives 
throughout our school with a particular focus on how 

student voice can be incorporated to enhance our school. 

 

 Nb. Each class will shortly undertake the process of selecting 3 children who will represent them in each of 
the 3 JSC teams. We look forward to announcing the 2019 JSC at a school assembly later in the term. 

 



 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Cont’d) 

 

 

21st February 2019 
Term 1, Issue 02 

Parent/Teacher Interviews  
By the time this newsletter is distributed the Getting to Know You interviews will be completed for this year. A sincere 
thank you to the families who were able to attend and share your knowledge about your child with their classroom 
teacher. This is invaluable information which the teachers will use to drive their planning and teaching throughout the 
year.  
 
Swimming Programs 
Thank you to all of our families who supported this year’s Year 4 – 6 swimming program as it is never easy organising 
the usual school related items such as lunch, brain food, home learning etc and then magnifying this with all of the 
items associated with attending swimming. Also thank you and congratulations to Mr McCormick and Mr Welsh for 
leading the program. 
Year Prep to Three families, information pertaining to the P- 3 swimming program will be distributed shortly via 
Compass.  

 
Individual Book Supplies and School Accounts 
I am extremely pleased to report that the vast majority of families have now settled their fees and have collected book 
supplies.   Thank you to everyone for your support and for ensuring that we have had a very smooth start with the 
children being well resourced and ready to go! As mentioned previously, the family contributions are a vital component 
of the school’s ability to provide resources for us to implement the best possible education for all of the children.  
Please be aware that if you are yet to settle your school account and need some assistance, do not hesitate to see me.  
 
Extra-Curricular Programs  
As everyone would be aware, at our school we have a magnitude of extra-curricular programs and activities in order to 
provide the children with additional learning opportunities. An overview of these and permission notices were 
distributed recently via Compass and are also on our website. If you have any queries regarding any of our extra-
curricular programs please do not hesitate to contact the nominated person, Mr Welsh, Jenny, Janet or Kylie in the 
office. 

 
Principal Awards 
As Principal I ensure that I am involved in the learning process as much as possible and as such strongly encourage all 
students to share their learning with me. Those who receive a Principal’s Award have their names and the reason why 
they received an award printed in the school newsletter. This is something I cherish dearly as do the children and their 
families.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep A 

 Kevon, Eliana, Emillia and Baanushan for being incredibly generous and thoughtful by providing a Valentines 
Card for my office  

 Vaani, Arya and Neha for being very supportive members of our school community  
 
1A 

 Marius for making enormous progress with his writing. He focused really hard and wrote 2 whole pages 

 Jasmin for being the most wonderful friend  
1B  

 Andrew for drawing an amazing picture  

 Anuki and Izzy for being helpful and very supportive friends 

 David and Ashton for articulating their learning goal so well and precisely  

 Kyra and Andrew for working so hard on their Maths learning  
1D  

 Sana and Vinara for drawing beautiful pictures about our school and their friends  

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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1E 

 Tania, Angelina and Diyon for making outstanding progress 
with their Maths skills. The children shared their Bar Graphs 
which depicted favourite toys, food and number of trophies   

 
2A  

 Vansh and William for being very diligent with their 
responsibilities and also the most amazing helpers in our school  

 Sayum for being a bright, bubbly and generous member of our 
school community  

2B 

 Vish for receiving a certificate from the Australian Abacus 
Academy for successfully completing the Crawler Level 
assessment 

 Zi for being a fantastic friend  

 Isabel and Aleesha for being very responsible members of our 
school community  

2C  

 Logan for sharing the amazing learning in the before school 
Science program  

2E 

 Harish for writing a beautiful card for my office  
 
4B 

 Aki and Arman for making very deep connections with the 
importance of using the Learning Norms to drive deep learning  

 Diti for receiving a trophy from her karate club 
 
5D 

 Avani for creating a “roll back can” which simulates how an 
object gathers force and then returns to its originate state  

 Claire for being an amazing and very supportive friend  
 
6D  

 Behrad for writing a play titled, “Don’t Hug Me I’m Scared”  

 Hassan for being a very supportive friend  

 Tharusha for continuing to make significant inroads with his 
swimming career and for receiving the following medals: 
Bayside Swimming Club meet: 
- 8 gold pins, Tharusha competed in the 50m butterfly, 

Freestyle, Backstroke and Breaststroke 100m Individual 
Medley, Freestyle, Backstroke and Breaststroke  

Ringwood Swimming meet:  
- 1st 100m Butterfly, 2nd 50m Breaststroke, 2nd 200m 

Individual Medley and 2nd 100m Backstroke 
Congratulations Tharusha and we all look forward to hearing 
about your next swimming success!  

 Heshan for making amazing progress with his drawing skills   
 
Wishing everyone a safe and happy fortnight,  
Frank Catalano 
Principal  

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 



Prep B: Kyaan, 
Himansh and 
Dinal 
Prep C: Rihana 
and Akain 
Prep D: Niven 

1B: Suwi 
1E: Sahana 
and Maahi 

2B: Nuyara 

2C: Aisha and 

Trisha 

2E: Bhanuka and 
Dilain 

3B: Kaesitha 
3C:Jake, Aaliya, 
Tuba and Yasin 
3D: Shlok 
3E: Cardin 

4A: Isaaq 
4B: Nishtha and 
Niles 
4C: Dinuli and 
Shuchi 
4D: Pasan 

5B: Josh, Adhyan 
and Rithvik 
5C: Sandhi 
5D: Avani and Claire 
5E: Fei 

6A: Saanjh and 
Aarush 
6B: Buwanaji 
6C: Branden 
and Soham 
6D: Dhruv 



NEW STUDY SOUNDS ALARM 
ON KIDS' SCREEN TIME 

As a father of a Three year old, Henry, I am always interested in how my choices affect his development.  I am a staunch 
supporter of technology in education and setting our learners up for the world they will grow into, however finding 
balance and purpose with the way technology is used is of utmost importance.  I also reflect on what technology is and 
how ‘screens’ can become a proxy for our interaction with technology. 
 
While the headline of this article is a little more alarming than the content, my big take away was the importance of 
interactions at home.  It also reminds me of a Jamaican study cited by Jim Yong Kim, the former president of the World 
Bank, in an episode of Freakonomics (http://freakonomics.com/podcast/jim-yong-kim-update/).  He talked to the 
significant, long-term positive impact on children’s development, that can come from simply being reminded to ‘interact 
with your child a little more.’  I hope you find this article as valuable as I have.  Happy reading. 
 

A new study has added to a growing body of research showing that screen time is slowing child development. 

 

The study, by researchers from the University of Waterloo, the University of Calgary and Alberta Children’s Hospital Research 

Institute, was published in the journal Jama Paediatrics. 

 

The researchers looked at the screen time and development of more than 2,400 children between the ages of two and five. 

Data was collected at least once for each child. 

 

They found that Children who spent more time with screens at two years of age did worse on tests of development at age 

three than children who had spent little time with devices. A similar result was found when children’s screen time at three 

years old was compared with their development at five years. 

 

“What is new in this study is that we are studying really young children, so aged 2-5, when brain development is really rapidly 

progressing and also child development is unfolding so rapidly,” Dr Sheri Madigan, first author of the study from the University 

of Calgary, told The Guardian. 

 

On average children spent about 17 hours a week in front of screens at two years old, increasing to almost 25 hours a week 

at three years, before falling to 11 hours a week at five years of age. 

 

The team say a clear trend emerged: the more time children were reported to be spending in front of screens, the worse 

they did on development tests. 

 

Those who spent longer with screens at 24 months showed worse performance on tests at 36 months, and a similar trend was 

seen for screen time at 36 months and test performance at five years. 

 

“When young children are observing screens, they may be missing important opportunities to practice and master 

interpersonal, motor, and communication skills,” the authors wrote. 

 

However, Professor Andrew Przybylski, director of research at the Oxford Internet Institute, said the study found less than 1% 

of children’s variation in developmental scores was down to screen time. 

 

“This means that upwards of 99% of the children’s developmental trajectories studied here have nothing to do with screens,” 

he told The Guardian. 

 

Dr Max Davie, from the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health agreed other factors had a larger impact on how 

children fared. 

 

“In fact, the data shows that the association with screen time is weaker than that between developmental outcomes and 

good sleep, reading to the child, and maternal positivity,” he said. 

 

Nonetheless, he said, parents should balance screen time with other activities. 

 

“We would, in the light of this paper, reiterate our advice that families spend time interacting as a family, that screens are 

not allowed to interfere with sleep, and that screen-based interaction is no substitute for in-person contact,” he said. 



The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

This fortnight Class 2D would like to share, 
“How to Make Friends” (with a twist!) 
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CIS Splash 
 

What is Service Learning? 

 
In the last piece, I had the opportunity to write about the CIS and the role that it plays in driving 

continuous improvement across the school and the value the organisation places on developing 

‘Global Citizens’  

 

One of the practices that the CIS recommends schools implement to promote Global Citizens is 

the concept of service learning.  Service learning refers to learning that actively benefits others 

and the community, while also advancing the growth of the child.   

 

When service learning is well implemented the impact on students can be powerful, improving 

their critical thinking and problem-solving skills, whilst it has also been shown to increase 

student awareness of local and global issues facing society and the environment. 

 

One of the keys to service learning that sets it apart from community service, is the idea that the 

service that the students give has a mutual benefit for both parties.  A fine example of service 

learning that has occurred at GWPS has been the Guide Dogs Victoria – Adopt a Puppy Program.  

In 2017 and 2018 the students at GWPS were able to help raise two guide dogs, Jaz and Rumer.  

During their time at the school, Jaz and Rumer learnt how to be socialised and confident on the 

job, whilst remaining focused on their tasks.  In turn, our learners at GWPS learnt about the role 

that guide dogs play in society, developed their knowledge of animal safety and ways they can 

make a significant contribution to the community.   

 

Shortly, we will announce the appointment of two new CIS captains to help continue to support 

with the concept of service learning across the school.  As always in our innovative and forward 

thinking school, it is exciting times ahead. 

 

Greg Edwards   -   Leading Teacher – Council of International Schools 

 



Caitlyn, Sanulya, Arjun and Shiven 

Welcome back to the Captains Corner section of the newsletter! 

Our names are Sanulya and Shiven and we are the 2019 School 

Captains.  

 

This week there are some exciting events that we are looking 

forward to, such as: 

 

• Athletics day for Years 4, 5 and 6 and  

• Our new subject, Performing Arts  

 

Next Friday, the year 4s, 5s and 6s will be participating in the 

Intra-school Athletics Carnival. Our school houses which are 

Mitchell (Blue), Hume (Green), Fawkner (Red) and Latrobe 

(Yellow), will be competing against each other. We will be 

participating in many activities such as Triple Jump, High Jump, 

Long Jump, Sprinting and Relay.  

 

Performing Arts is a new subject in our school which many of us 

have been looking forward to. Performing Arts takes place every 

three weeks. We learn about writing scripts, expressing emotions 

through acting and public speaking. This is wonderful subject to 

have in our school community and will improve our Performing Arts 

skills. As the School Captains, we feel that we are very lucky to 

have this new program in our school! 

 

Thanks everyone for reading the Captains Corner, and please make 

sure you come and give us any suggestions or advice to make our 

school even better. 

 

Shiven and Sanulya 





 

6B’s Literacy Learning Journey 
By: 6B and Vanessa 

 
It’s been only three weeks into the year and already, we have started on building our persuasive techniques in literacy. 
 
We have been learning different ways a persuasive text can be shown, made and projected to an audience. But, most 
importantly, the reason why we learn how to do persuasive writing. What’s that reason you may ask? That is to make a 
change or to drive change in the future! 
 
6B has been looking at different videos and texts such as TED Ed talks and persuasive articles in newspapers to get an 
idea on what our final piece might look like at the end of our learning. We not only have been browsing texts but we also 
have all written a draft on subjects like sustainability, poaching and should plastic bags be banned etc.  
 
Some techniques we have learnt are: pathos (passion), logos (logic), ethos (right & wrong). We have only currently learnt 
pathos and logos since we want to take one step at a time on our learning journey. You may be wondering what pathos, 
logos and ethos means, well they are all unique ways on persuading a reader. For example, pathos which means 
passion, you can use this technique by giving the reader emotion to persuade them. Logos means logic, and the author 
uses facts and statistics to persuade. 
 
6B is still progressing through this subject so we have a lot to learn! Hope you can come and join us on this learning 
journey together!  Please enjoy some passage from some of the learners in our class!  
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The Department of Education and Training expressly states that private property brought to 

school by students is not insured.  The Department and Glen Waverley Primary School does 

not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage. 

 

Glen Waverley Primary School understands that staff and/or students may sometimes like to 
bring items of personal property to school.  

The Department of Education and Training does not have insurance for personal property of 
staff, students and visitors. Glen Waverley Primary School does not take responsibility for 
items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school or during school 
activities. Damage to personal property brought to school is the responsibility of the owner of 
that property.  

Glen Waverley Primary School encourages staff and students not to bring items of value to 
school or, alternatively, to obtain appropriate insurance for such items.  

 



 

 

Australian Government Payments 
 

Financial assistance available to Parents 
If your family is eligible, you can receive financial assistance to help meet the costs of your child’s education.  Visit the link 
below for further information:- 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/services-for-parents/Pages/financial-help-school-items.aspx 
 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, 
Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for 
important, educational and fun activities.   
 

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper 
understanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are part of a healthy 
curriculum.  CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities.  If you hold a valid means-tested concession card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be 
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to 
the school to be use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  The 
annual CSEF amount per primary school student is $125.00.  The CSEF payment cannot be used towards voluntary school 
charges, books, stationery, school uniforms, before/after school care, music lessons, or formals/graduations. 

How to Apply for CSEF  
If you applied for the CSEF at Glen Waverley Primary School in 2017/2018, you do not need to complete an application form 
in 2019, unless there has been a change to your family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, change 
of concession card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2019.  Check with the school office if you are 
unsure. 
 
If you are new to our school please print off the CSEF Application Form (or collect one from the School Office), complete it 
and bring it to the school office together with your Concession Card. 

 

Please access  The Department Parent Information Flyer and 2019 CSEF Application Form on line please visit our Website 
under the following tab :-   Parents/Government Payments 
For further information you may also visit the DET Website 

   

State Schools’ Relief (SSR) 
Each year State Schools' Relief assists families who are experiencing financial disadvantages with school clothing, shoes and 
other essential items.  SSR has received additional government funding so that it can help more families needing financial 
assistance. Students starting prep or year 7 in 2019, who meet the CSEF criteria outlined above, are automatically able to get 
help with uniforms.  SSR will provide basic uniform items and/or a voucher for each student who meets the criteria.  The 
uniform items available for prep students will be advised by SSR during Term 1 2019. 
 
How to Apply for SSR 
Parents of Prep 2019 students must apply for CSEF by the closing date before they are eligible to apply for a uniform pack.  
Once your CSEF Application has been lodged, and funds received by the school, we will send you a SSR Application for 
completion and return.  Please do not contact SSR directly as they cannot accept applications from parents.  The applications 
for Prep 2019 CSEF uniform packs will be submitted by us in Terms 2 and 3 2019.  
  
Please note: the 2019 Prep Package will be determined by the SSR Board mid Term 1, 2019.  Shortly after this, all schools will 
be notified. 
 

State Schools' Relief Website 
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https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/services-for-parents/Pages/financial-help-school-items.aspx
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https://ssr.net.au/
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