
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

February 

12th  Year 5 Camp – Beechworth YR 5s 
13th  Year 5 Camp – Beechworth YR 5s 
14th  Year 5 Camp – Beechworth YR 5s 
15th  Year 5 Camp – Beechworth YR 5s 
16th  Chinese New Year  
26th  PREPS GO FULL TIME PREPS 
21st  District Swimming Trials Entrants 
26th  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4 - 6 
27th  SMART8 – Lesson One Yrs 3 - 6 
28th  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4 - 6 

 

March 

2nd  Athletics Day Yrs 4 - 6 
5th   Swimming Lessons Yrs 4 - 6 
6th  SMART8 – Lesson Two Yrs 3 - 6 
7th   Swimming Lessons Yrs 4 - 6 
9th  Swimming Lessons Yrs 4 - 6 
12th  LABOUR DAY – PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
13th  CURRICULUM DAY – NO STUDENTS  
14th   Swimming Lessons Yrs 4 - 6 
16th  Swimming Lessons Yrs P - 3 
19th  Swimming Lessons Yrs P – 3 
20th  SMART8 – Lesson Three Yrs 4 – 6 
21st  Swimming Lessons Yrs P – 3 
23rd  Swimming Lessons Yrs P – 3 
26th  Swimming Lessons Yrs P – 3 
27th  SMART8 – Lesson Four Yrs 4 – 6 
28th  Swimming Lessons Yrs P – 3 
29th  LAST DAY OF TERM ONE  
 2:30pm DISMISSAL  

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 

Welcome Back 
As usual, the holiday period has passed by very quickly 
and we have now started another new school year. I 
hope that all families have had a very happy Christmas 
break and thoroughly enjoyed the beautiful weather 
and time together. It has been wonderful hearing and 
sharing holiday stories with families and the children 
over the past week or so.  It is also terrific to see the 
children returned happy, refreshed and ready for lots of 
learning!  
 

Our Foundation (Prep) students started last Wednesday 
and certainly demonstrated a sense of bubbly 
enthusiasm and feelings of true excitement as they 
experienced the first few days of their primary 
education. I firmly believe the beginning of the school 
year is most exciting as the children return to or begin 
school with a cheerful zest, spring in their feet and with 
a look of anticipation in their eyes! I am very confident 
that 2018 will be another stellar year for all of those 
associated with our wonderful school.  
 

Welcome to our new students, their families and also 
new staff 
We have had quite a number of new students enrol this 
year which is extremely pleasing with our overall 
student enrolments being approximately 850.  I would 
like to welcome all of the new children and their 
families and congratulate them on selecting our great 
school as their very important educational setting. We 
do have a wonderful school and I am sure the new 
students will thoroughly enjoy being part of the Glen 
Waverley Primary School Community and Family.  
Also a sincere welcome to all of our new staff who have 
either joined us for the first time or are returning after 
Family Leave. 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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Message from the Kehelella Family  
Late last year our school community lost a wonderful mother, wife and person in Pushpakumari (Pushpa) Karunatilaka. 
Below is a letter from her husband Manjula and their children to our school community.  
 

Dear Staff and Parents, 
 

There are really no words to express our heartfelt thanks for the sympathy and kindness you have extended towards our 
family during this difficult time of the passing of my beloved wife and affectionate mother of my children, Pushpa. 
 

Though the passing of Pushpa is an irreparable loss to my kids, your thoughtfulness and consideration during this 
heartbreaking time gave me and my children much needed comfort and support. We are fortunate to associate with such 
loving and caring friends like you. 
 

We also wish to express our gratitude to all of you for sharing your valuable time with us during this time of grief, providing 
financial support, food, drinks and attending the funeral. 
 

Manjula, Kaveesha, Dhinuk and Sachith. 
 
2018 Staff Team at Glen Waverley Primary School is as follows: 
 
Classroom Teachers: 
Foundation (Year Prep): Samantha Stefanidis, Roland Lewis, Melinda Kirkright, Alana Curro and Michelle Caruso 
Year One: Lauren Rich, Anna Meng, Manuela Pertile, Joshua Lowe and Nicola Dean 
Year Two: Peter Shen, Alicia Di Petta, Monique Kelly, Raquel Kane and Adrianna Ballestrin   
Year Three: Debbie Hunter, Ashley Jacobs, Wageesha Silva, Christine Marotti and Bianca Liburti 
Year Four:  Trish Singh, Jonathon Males, Kristy Smith and Annie Lui 
Year Five: Elisha Park, Jeff Chen, Claire Disseldorp and Kate Wheeler 
Year Six: Greg Edwards, Laura Donoghue, Grace Hawkins and Ruby Robertson 
 
Specialist Programs: 
Music: Jessica Wood 
Physical Education: Jason McCormick and Anna Hardy 
Year P – 2 Languages (Mandarin): Tracy Jom  
Year 3 – 6 Languages (Mandarin): Esther Wang 
Visual Arts: Aubrey Hudson 
Reading Recovery: Lyn Clugg 
Advanced Maths: Catherine Peters (Years 2 to 5) and Andrea Lowe (Year 6) 
Multimedia and Digital Learning Coaching: Sam Laffy 
 
Student Support Programs: 
Year Prep Student Support: Jackie Gilbert 
Year 1 and 2 Student Learning Support: Penelope Polydoros and Arezou Javidi 
Year 3 and 4 Student Learning Support: Lindy Tran  
Year 5 and 6 Student Learning Support: Nicole Dale  
Pedagogical Coaches (Learning Specialists): Anat Garzberg (English), Sarah Donald (Student Engagement in Learning) and 
Lizzie Rennie (Maths)  
Librarian and Learning Support: Kay Platt 
Learning Assistants: Natalie Doyle, Soula Lucas, Gurbiner Baghat, Nicole Rowland, Kay Platt and Liz Steinke 
 
Administration: Julie Milward (Business Manager), Jenny Bednarz (Office Manager) and Kylie Sayer  
Facilities Manager: Andy Platt 
School Nurse: Judy Dalton  
 
Principal Class: Frank Catalano (Principal), Helen Tomecek (Acting Assistant Principal – Curriculum and Student Wellbeing) 
and Andrea Lowe (Acting Assistant Principal – Daily Operations)  
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Curriculum (Teaching and Learning) Update 
It certainly has been a wonderful start to the 2018 school year with the Prep children settling in very well and the 
remaining children completing what we refer to as the “Getting to Know You” program.   
 
It would be rather remiss of me not to mention how wonderful it is to see how settled, confident and ready the 
Foundation children are for school. This is a real credit to the outstanding kindergarten teachers, our Prep Transition 
program and the tireless work of parents who have shared many wonderful stories about how much the children have 
been looking forward to school. Well done and thank you everyone for all of your efforts in ensuing the children are 
ready to commence school and continue their learning journey.  
 
2018 Foci 
This year I have introduced 3 key foci in order to sharpen the lens a little more throughout our school. The foci are:  
 

 Academic Rigour – the effort we place in teaching and learning  

 Orderliness – the importance of ensuring everything is in order, organised, neat, tidy etc and 

 Educating the Whole Child – academic education is one element of raising children, however it is important that 
we focus on concepts, values or skills such as persistence, manners, resilience etc. 

 
I am very confident that the children will use these terms at home and would really appreciate it if parents could ask 
questions such as: 

 What is meant by Academic Rigour, Orderliness and Educating the Whole Child? 

 Why do you think they were introduced at school?  

 How do they apply to you at school, home, sporting club etc? 

 How will you teach your sibling and family members about Academic Rigour, Orderliness and Educating the 
Whole Child? 

Thank you everyone for your anticipated support with this initiative and I look forward to hearing how it is implemented 
at home.  

 
Facilities Update 
The school holidays are the ideal time for tasks to be completed throughout our school as the contractors can work 
uninterrupted.  During these holidays the following tasks were completed: 

 New gymnasium – the builders returned to work in early January and are currently completing the timber 
framing throughout the structure and footings for the entrance area. At this stage our new gymnasium is 
expected to be completed by the beginning of June 

 Front fence – the bluestone front fence was repaired and painted  

 Artificial turf – was laid around the school cubby house and 

 General maintenance such as cleaning drains and gutters.  
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School Assemblies 
A reminder that our whole school assemblies will take place outside the Early Learning Centre every Monday morning from 
9:05 to approximately 9:45 am.  
If the weather is too hot, too cold or wet, then the assembly will be held in the school hall. The Prep to Year 3’s from 9:05 to 
9:30 and Year 4 to 6’s from 9:35 to 10 o’clock.  
As with all school events, parents and family members are most welcome to attend.  
 
School Crossings, Car Parking and Turning Circle 
School Crossings: 
Our school is fortunate to have Crossing Supervisors at the intersection of Springvale and High Street Roads. It is imperative 
that we ensure everyone utilises the school crossings correctly particularly adults as we need to set the correct example. 
Recently I was informed that some members of our school community are crossing directly from the Mountain View Hotel to 
our school grounds, naturally this is extremely dangerous and should be avoided at all times.  
 
Car parking around our school: 
Parking in and around schools is an issue in every context, however we are very fortunate that the Mountain View Hotel 
allow us to use their substantive car park both before and after school. I strongly encourage parents to utilise this however 
refrain from parking near the bottle shop area as this impedes their business. 
 
Use of the local streets: 
Monash City Council have provided our school community with a 3 minute drop off and pick up area in Kennedy Street – near 
the intersection of Kennedy and Brent Streets.  
Monash City Council have also advised that parents are allowed to stop in the permit area in order to drop off and collect 
their children. However please be advised that if you choose to park the car by turning off your engine, or if the driver is to 
leave the car running and get out of the car, then you will be fined as this is deemed as parking. If you are in traffic and are 
lining up to collect your child(ren), I suggest you leave your engine running. 
 
Also please be conscious of: 

 The signs in the local streets as bylaws officers frequently visit during pick up and drop off times and 

 A reminder that all surrounding streets are 40 km per hour from 8 – 9:30 and also 2:30 to 4:00 p.m 
If you have any queries with any of the above please do not hesitate to see me.   
 
Individual Book Supplies and School Accounts 
I am extremely pleased to report that the vast majority of families have now settled their fees and have collected book 
supplies.   Thank you to everyone for your support and for ensuring that we have had a very smooth start with the children 
being well resourced and ready to go! As mentioned previously, the family contributions are a vital component of the 
school’s ability to provide resources for us to implement the best possible education for all of the children.  
Please be aware that if you are yet to settle your school account and need some assistance, do not hesitate to see me.  
 
Extra-Curricular Programs  
As everyone would be aware, at our school we have a magnitude of extra-curricular programs and activities in order to 
provide the children with additional learning opportunities. An overview of these and permission notices were distributed 
earlier in the week and if you have any queries regarding any of our extra-curricular programs please do not hesitate to 
contact the nominated person, Mrs Lowe and/or Jenny, Kylie in the office. 

 
Classroom Fruit Program (Brain Food) 
As adults we acknowledge the importance of eating fresh fruit and vegetables on a daily basis and also the significant role 
they undertake in growing bodies – particularly when learning is occurring at the same time. As a result our school provides a 
small bowl of fruit to all classrooms on Monday morning however this is not sufficient for every child to have a piece every 
day. At 10 o’clock the children will stop and have a piece of fruit in order to replenish their vitamins and minerals and we 
would appreciate it if families could support this by ensuring their child brings a piece of fruit or cut-up vegetables such as 
carrot sticks, celery to school every day. If you have any questions about Brain Food please do not hesitate to see your child’s 
teacher, Mrs Tomecek, Mrs Lowe or myself.   
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Before and After School Care 
A reminder to all families that our school provides a Before and After School Care Program for those who require such a 
service. The Before School program operates from 6:45 to 8:45 and after school from 3:30 to 6:30.  
Prep children will commence After School Care from 1 p.m. for the month of February, however it is imperative that they 
are booked in. Our program is run by Camp Australia and all the relevant information is located on our school website at 
www.glenps.vic.edu.au   
 
Principal Awards 
As Principal I ensure that I am involved in the learning process as much as possible and as such strongly encourage all 
students to share their learning with me. Those who receive a Principal’s Award have their names and the reason why 
they received an award printed in the school newsletter. This is something I cherish dearly as do the children and their 
families.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep A 

 Renuga for writing and drawing about whole body listening  

 Abhanya for making great progress with her English skills  

 Vidun for reading The Very Hungry Bear so beautifully  

 
1A  

 The whole class for creating very clear anchor charts about 
how they can be orderly  

 
1E 

 Sean for completing extra home learning and practicing his 
addition skills  

 Mikaela for writing a fabulous poem about a Wombat. The 
inspiration for this occurred during a recent camping holiday 
with her family. Mikaela’s poem is featured in the Kids Corner 
section of the newsletter  

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 

2D 

 Jordan, Hriday and Sriram for being very responsible members of 
our school community 

2E 

 Navi for writing a beautiful and heartfelt letter  

 Senon for being a very supportive friend  

 
4A 

 Janessa for writing a fabulous recount about her camping holiday 
which is featured in the Kids Corner section of the newsletter  

4D 

 Elizabeth for attending the RSPCA Horses and Ponies Day during the 
holidays and for writing a fabulous recount which is featured in the 
Kids Corner section of the newsletter  

 
6A 

 Nihar and Cyrus for writing a fabulous description of how fictitious 
children can demonstrate global empathy  

 
Wishing everyone a safe and happy fortnight,  
Frank Catalano 
Principal  
 

 

http://www.glenps.vic.edu.au/


 

A child’s birthday is a very special occasion and every fortnight I 
will share this celebration by including a photograph of the 
birthday children.  
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Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrated 
their special day during January: 

Prep B: Siyona  
Prep C: Dishita and Anika 
Prep D: Vethara, Shaurya and Milan  
Prep E: Evelyn, Jocelyn and Hiyara 
1A: Zi, Aarihant and Aayat 
1B: Savithru 
1C: Elsie, Amyrah and Shayma  
1D: Pavana, Mihika and Harish  
1E: Sean, Saumya, Elisha, Dinethya, 
Masuma and Deneth 
2A: Hishan and Gurnoor 
2B: Nyasa, Owen and Senudi 
2C: Russell and Liyansa  
2D: Ria, Ahmed, Zachary and Nishith 

 

3A: Harman 
3B: Dinara 
3C: Aarav 
3D: Koyal, Minuli and Tenu 
3E: Rozaina, Afsheen, Saveesha and 
Thisha 
4A: Neil and Shaurya 
4B: Joshua and Christina  
4C: Dennika  
4D: Adithya, Reyhan, Robin and Anya 
5A: Renon 
5B: Hassan and Behrad 
5C: Yannik, Akisa and Eva 
5D: Vihaan 
5E: Hrishith and Alkan  
6A: Nihar 
6B: Sanjna, Ramike and Esther  
6C: Sonal and Amy 
6D: Sophia, Johnson and Priaav 

 



ANDREA LOWE – ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 
Educating the Whole Child: The Impact of Sugar 
 

The third element of our learning foci this year is ‘Educating the Whole Child’, and particularly in 

these fast-paced times, a vital part of children’s education is the impact of sugar on their bodies 

and teeth. Making healthy lunch box choices can be challenging, and using the sugar content as a 

guideline can help children to understand the difference between, for example, an apple and an 

apple-filled biscuit. 

 

Last year we were fortunate to welcome back our ex-student, Dr Gihan Jayaweera. Dr Gihan 

presented at two assemblies where he shared with our community his passion for children’s 

health and spreading the message that the recommended maximum daily intake of sugar for 

children is six teaspoons. In order to determine the number of teaspoons of sugar in drinks or 

food, he recommends the following steps:  

1. Check the back (read the label)  

2. Divide the total grams of sugar by 4 in order to work out the number of teaspoons. E.g. 

90 grams divided by 4 = 15 teaspoons of sugar  

3. Count it out. Physically count out the teaspoons and place the sugar in a glass – you will 

be amazed as to how powerful it is when we actually see this. 

 

The impact on excessive amounts of sugar on our bodies can be wide-ranging. Apart from obesity 

and weight-related health problems such as type 2 diabetes, consuming too much sugar is linked 

to tooth decay because the bacteria that breaks down food and drinks in the mouth produced 

acids that erode the tooth enamel.  Paediatric dentist from the Australian Dental Association, Dr 

Sarah Raphael warns that decay can impact on children’s learning.  "Decay affects the way 

children smile, socialise, eat and even speak properly, and these kids are going to form speech 

patterns that are more awkward." 

 

It is for these reasons that we encourage students to only drink water at school, and to make 

healthy food choices.  These might include:- 

 Brain food of fresh fruit or vegetables rather than pre-packaged fruit or vegetables 

 Being aware of the amount of sugar in our lunch and snacks 

 Consciously limiting our daily intake to six teaspoon 

 

When we “educate the whole child” by encouraging them to learn how and why to make healthy 

choices for their teeth and bodies early in life, we increase their chances of continuing their 

strong food choices throughout life. 

 

I look forward to speaking to the children and parents about this issue in the coming weeks as we 

work together to educate the whole child!  

 



The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

The first Kids Corner for the year has been written by three children who 
would like to share their holiday experiences – thank you and well done 

Mikaela (Year One), Janessa (Year Four) and Elizabeth (Year Four). 

 

This is the wombat I saw at Wilsons Prom 

when we were camping there. 
 

WOMBAT, WOMBAT DO YOU LIKE ME? 
WOMBAT, WOMBAT CAN YOU CLIMB TREES? 

WOMBAT, WOMBAT CAN YOU SEE? 
WOMBAT, WOMBAT YOU ARE FOR ME. 

Mikaela (Year One) 
 

 

(Janessa, Year 4) - Introduction  
This recount is about our camping trip we went on during the school holidays at Wilson’s  
Promontory National Park.  

 

This recount includes: 

 Setting up the tent 

 Our walks 

 Animals we saw 

 Experience in cooking and sleeping 
 

Reasons why I love Wilson’s prom: 

 We started camping here in 2015 

 It is 182km from Melbourne 

 Wilson’s prom has kangaroos, wombats, parrots and many more animals  

 Pretty beaches and tidal river  
 
    Setting up the tent 

1. Unpack the tent supplies  
2. Lay it all out  
3. Put the poles through little tunnels in the tent 
4. Bounce! 
5. Quickly hammer in the nails for the tent to stay upright 
6. Done! 

 

Our walks        
Our walk was going to be for 3.5km 
But since the walk was going to be going up and down the 
mountain it took us 2 hours.  When we got to Little Obrien bay, 
we saw lots of blue bottle jellyfish. 
At Little O’Brien Bay the waves were REALLY strong, so we 
decided to walk in a nice long, warm rock pool, just to be on the 
safe side. 
A way we could describe the terrain is hilly, steep and thin. 

 

1.)   Little O’Brien Bay 



The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

2.) Tongue Point of Darby River 

 
When we started the walk I thought that it was 
going to be a short walk. But when I saw the sign 
saying 4.9 km I got an energy boost up. And I was 
ready to go for the walk. In the walk there were lots 
and lots of trees, mountains & steep rocks. We had 
to go through 3 mountains. 
Before we had finished the walk, there was a sign 
saying that another 1.5km had to be added. When 
we had finished we felt really proud.  

 

Animals we saw at Wilson’s prom 
 
The common wombat 
The common wombat is also known as the coarse haired wombat or bare nosed wombat. Wombats are 
mammals. The common wombat grows to an average of 98.3 cm long and a weight of 26kg 

 
Lizards 
Lizards are a widespread of group of square mate reptiles, with over 600 species ranging across all the 
continents except Antarctica. Most of the colorful lizards live in or near the tropics. 

 
Blue bottle jellyfish 
The blue bottle jellyfish’s sting is really BIG they are found in beach shores. The blue bottle jellyfish’s tail 
can be really long some of them can be for 10meters. Pretty neat for a small animal!  

 
Experience in cooking and sleeping  
 

Cooking  
In the mornings, we mostly had baked beans on toast. Lunch we had rice and curry, and dinner we had 
pasta. 

 
Sleeping 
Since we were camping for 7 days it took us a long time to get used to it. We slept in sleeping bags in the 
tent. When we were sleeping we could hear wombats climbing and walking around our tent.  

 
It was so much fun staying at Wilson’s prom but it was now time to go home. 
 
It was a long drive back but we enjoyed the walks we did, the animals we saw, the fun we had setting up the tent, 
but we felt really happy because we are going to be back there in next year!   
 
BYE  
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Elizabeth (Year 4) 

HORSE RIDING DAY 
 

Ever since, I went to the horses and ponies’ session at the RSPCA holiday program in 
Burwood East, I have wanted to ride.  Therefore, on the 23rd of January, my little sister 
Serena and I went horse riding at Jolong Park at Bangholme.  
 
The horse riding started at 9:00 in the morning. Our coaches were called Marcel and 
Milla. When we arrived, we saw a chestnut horse whose name was Jimmy, as well as 
two beige horses named Toto and Nugget. We also saw two brightly coloured golden 
retrievers and a two-week old terrier named Charlie.  
 

 

 
At nine o’clock, everybody had arrived and were ready to go. First, we set off to the barn to look at the horse exercise 
machine. The horse exercise machine is a device that helps to keep the horses fit and healthy. Handlers are able to 
change the speed, forcing horses to run in circles. Twelve horses are able to run at the same time, but when I visited, I 
only saw five horses using the machine.  
 
The mini farm had a cow, three alpacas and two Shetland ponies. The alpacas’ names were Henry, Bob and James. A fun 
fact that I learnt about alpacas was that their spit is able to reach two metres. Spitting is used to warn predators away as 
well as to keep competition away from food. Furthermore, female alpacas spit to tell the male she is not interested in his 
advances.  
 
Afterwards, we were allowed to groom the horses before we rode them. Grooming involved using two brushes – one 
brush was for loosening the dirt, and the other one was for brushing it off.  
 
Next, we learnt how to put the saddle on correctly. We had to put a rug on first and then a strap, which helped to keep 
the saddle on. We put the saddle on the top of the rug. The saddle was really heavy, as it was approximately six 
kilograms. Then, Marcel taught us how to control the horse and stop the horse before we mounted it.  
 
Finally, we were allowed to ride. This was the moment I had been waiting for. I rode on Jimmy because he was the 
biggest. At first, we strolled at a moderate, then he stared to trot. When Jimmy was trotting, it was so bumpy. I was also 
lucky enough to be able to ride Nugget, the beige horse. He was the youngest one.  
 
After we finished riding the horse, we had a break and ate a snack of popcorn and marshmallows. We were also allowed 
to “paint the horses” after the break. I painted Jimmy and wrote my name “ELIZABETH” on his back. The day was nearly 
over, so we took some group photos and received presents from the handlers. I was the last one to receive the present. 
In the present bag, was a lollipop, my certificate and some photos.  
 
I had a great time. I would love to come back again and ride a horse. This has been one of the best school  
holidays ever. 

 



FAREWELL TO FLEXIBUZZ 
 
Glen Waverley Primary School is asking families to 
bid farewell to our communication App FlexiBuzz.   
 
We have now evolved from FlexiBuzz, and as you 
will all be aware, we have a new Communication 
and Payment System called Compass.  We are now 
communicating all events and posting news on 
Compass rather than FlexiBuzz.   
 
Student Absences from School 
We are asking families to help us with this 
transition by no longer entering absences on 
FlexiBuzz – instead, entering the advice on 
Compass.  Once you have put written advice on 
Compass it ‘magically’ imports into your child’s 
teacher’s roll so the class teachers now have ‘real 
time’ notification which enables us to better ensure 
the safety of your child. 

 

Compass 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our families for embracing 
our new Communication and Payment operating system, Compass!  We 
hope that families will incorporate checking Compass into their daily routine 
to help them stay informed of all activities occurring in our school and to 
ensure that absence advice is always up-to-date. 
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We are now asking parents to use Compass when their child arrives late to 
school as it is a requirement that parents sign late students in, not the 
students themselves.  Students signing in late without a parent will sign a 
paper roll and the lateness will appear as ‘unexplained’ on Compass.  This 
helps parents to keep track of their child’s arrival.  The same applies to early 
leavers, we ask that you sign your child out on your Compass App or Web 
Browser and then come to the office for a ‘pink slip’.  Instructions for entry 
on the Web Browser are below and for App usage are on the next page. 

 

Jess 

Enter through child and click on green 

plus symbol 

Click on down arrow in 

‘Reason’ Box and choose 

reason 

Enter correct date and time, if  

*late - time child is arriving and 

intends leaving (3:30 for end of day) 

*Leaving early – time child is 

leaving and 3:30 if not returning  
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ART 

Dasuni and Justin 

LANGUAGUES 

Kisandi and 

SCIENCE 

Tashiya and Nihar 
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PEER MEDIATION 
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APPLYING FOR THE 2018 CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND (CSEF) 

AT GLEN WAVERELY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the 
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the 
opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities.   
 

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors, excursions encourage a 
deeper understanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are 
part of a healthy curriculum.  CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to 
cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.  If you hold a valid means-tested concession 
card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also 
exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to be use towards 
expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  The annual CSEF 
amount per primary school student is $125.00.  The CSEF payment cannot be used towards voluntary school 
charges, books, stationery, school uniforms, before/after school care, music lessons, or 
formals/graduations. 

How to Apply for CSEF – New for 2018! 
If you applied for the CSEF at Glen Waverley Primary School in 2017, you do not need to complete an 
application form in 2018, unless there has been a change to your family circumstances; such as a change of 
custody, change of name, change of concession card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 
2018.  Check with the school office if you are unsure. 
 
If you are new to our school please print off the attached CSEF Application Form, complete it and bring it to 
the school office together with your Concession Card. 
 
State Schools’ Relief (SSR) 
Each year State Schools' Relief assists families who are experiencing financial disadvantages with school 
clothing, shoes and other essential items.  SSR has received additional government funding so that it can 
help more families needing financial assistance. Students starting prep or year 7 in 2018, who meet the 
CSEF criteria outlined above, are automatically able to get help with uniforms.  SSR will provide basic 
uniform items and/or a voucher for each student who meets the criteria.  The uniform items available for 
prep students will be advised by SSR during Term 1 2018. 
 
How to Apply for SSR 
Parents of Prep 2018 students must apply for CSEF by the closing date before they are eligible to apply for a 
uniform pack.  Once your CSEF Application has been lodged, and funds received by the school, we will send 
you a SSR Application for completion and return.  Please do not contact SSR directly as they cannot accept 
applications from parents.  The applications for Prep 2018 CSEF uniform packs will be submitted by us in 
Terms 2 and 3 2018.  
 
Please find on the following pages the 2018 CSEF Application, a Parent CSEF Information Flyer and a SSR 
Parent Fact Sheet for your information.  Please contact the school office if you require any further 
assistance with the application process. 
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