
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

November 

16th Chess 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
17th  Interschool Sport Yr 6 
20th After-School Robotics Rescue Club Members 
21st  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 
21st Electrical Engineering 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
21st After-School Lego League Robotics Members 
21st Mandarin Classes 3:30 – 4:30 Yrs1-2 
22nd  Hands on Science Yr 5 
22nd Coding 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
23rd  Hands on Science Yr 5 
23rd Chess 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
24th  Interschool Sport Yr 6 
27th After-School Robotics Rescue Club Members 
28th  2018 Prep Transition Session 2018 Preps 
28th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 
28th Electrical Engineering 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
28th After-School Lego League Robotics Members 
28th  Mandarin Classes 3:30 – 4:30 Yrs1-2 
29th Coding 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
30th Chess 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
30th After-School Robotics Rescue Club Members 
31st After-School Lego League Robotics Members 
   

 

December 

1st  Interschool Sport Yr 6 
1st  Prep Prom Preps 
4th After-School Robotics Rescue Club Members 
5th  Year 7 Orientation Day Yr 6 
5th After-School Lego League Robotics Members 
5th Mandarin Classes 3:30 – 4:30 Yrs1-2 
6th Coding 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
7th  Year 6 Graduation Ceremony Yr 6 
8th  Interschool Sport Yr 6 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 
Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
Welcome to another very exciting and information 
packed newsletter! As usual, so many marvellous things 
have occurred at our wonderful school over the past 
fortnight such as:  
 
Parking around our school 
I am very pleased to report that the Monash City 
Council have provided our school community with a 2 
minute drop off and pick up area in Kennedy Street in 
between houses numbered 15 to 19.   
 
Parents are also able to park in the permit area in order 
to drop off and collect the children. However please be 
advised that if you choose to park the car, either turn 
off your engine, or if the driver is to leave the car 
running and get out of the car, then you will be fined. 
Naturally, all other parking restrictions still apply. 
 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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New Gymnasium update 
It is wonderful to see the terrific progress being made with our new gymnasium. 
The builders are currently concentrating on completing: 

 Fire rated wall cladding on the south wall 

 Concrete works for the front amenities area 

 Over the next 3 weeks laying the concrete slab for the basketball court area 

 Guttering for the front amenities area and 

 Installation of roofing fans (whirly birds).  
I look forward to sharing additional news in our next newsletter.  

 2018 Student Leaders 
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, the Year 5 children are 
currently in the process of applying for the various student 
leadership positions for the 2018 school year. We are at the 
stage where ten of the children are preparing to present 
speeches at the next 2 school assemblies for the School Captain 
positions. Naturally, this is a very nerve racking experience for all 
of the children involved, their families and also the staff.  
 

 
May I take this opportunity to wish all of the School Captain nominations well and look forward  
to the next component of the selection process.  
 
Below is a piece from our current school captains: 
 
This week has been a very exciting week. On Monday the 30th of October, the Year Fives were interviewed for the school 
captain positions. Five boys and five girls have been selected to present a speech to the school while we all vote for who we 
wish to be our future school captain.  
 
Those successful ten candidates are: 

 Anuk, Karthik, Nihar, Senhus and Aravan and  

 Sanjna, Ally, Anujana, Rasna and Sejal.  

 
We all wish these students the best of luck with their speeches and we can’t wait to hear who the new school captains are. 
This week the male candidates will present their speeches while the following week the female candidates will present 
theirs. It is amazing to see how this school is growing through time and we are all excited to see what happens to this 
school in future generations. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
2017 School Captains 

 
Congratulations to Aryan (Year 6)  
Aryan is an avid sportsperson who plays tennis and cricket at a very high level. Recently he 
shared the following news with our school community. 

 Cricket: Aryan has been selected to represent the U12s Isaac league in a forthcoming 
tournament  

 Tennis:  
- Tournament results:  Won the doubles at the Pakenham Open, Runners up 

(doubles) in the Dromana Open and Semi-finalist (singles) in the Frankston Open 
- Aryan has also been selected to be a “Ball Boy” at the 2018 Australian open Tennis 

tournament where he is hoping to be on court with his favourite players Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal. 

 
Congratulations Aryan as these are all amazing achievements! We look forward to hearing of 
your sporting achievements in the coming years and also seeing lots of photos of you in the 
2018 Australian Open, initially as a Ball Boy, and in the future as a player!   
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Warm Weather 
As everyone would be aware, the weather is beginning to warm up hence we strongly encourage all of the students to 
ensure they bring a drink bottle to school, some sunscreen and naturally their sun smart school hat. A water bottle on the 
desk will enable the children to have a quick drink and alleviate the need to leave the room and interrupt learning time. If 
a child does not have a hat at school they will be required to play under the stage area.  
 
Compass 
By the time this fortnight’s newsletter is distributed all families should have received information pertaining to our new 
communication and payment system COMPASS. Please ensure you read the individualised letter carefully and also store 
your family’s username and password carefully. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to see or contact Jenny 
or Kylie in the main office. 

 
Parent Requests for 2018 Student Grade Placement  
The teaching staff are in the process of compiling classes for next year and I would like to take this opportunity to invite 
parents who have a particular concern/request about their child’s class placement for next year to put this in writing, via 
email at catalano.frank.f@edumail.vic.gov.au or see me before the end of next week (Friday 24th November). Requests 
after this date will only be considered in exceptional circumstances.  
Please note that we do not retain requests from year to year so any/all requests need to be renewed annually. I thank you 
in advance for your understanding with this issue.   
 
2018 Enrolments  
I would like to remind families with children who will be beginning school in 2018 that we are taking enrolments now and 
that they are also closing rapidly as we only have a very small number of positions available. I strongly encourage you to 
ensure you return your child’s enrolment form to Jenny, Kylie or Julie in the main office as soon as possible.  
We also ask that members of our school community assist us by informing any of their neighbours of the enrolment 
procedures and direct them to the office to collect an enrolment form or our school website – www.glenps.vic.edu.au . 
School tours are available every Tuesday morning commencing at 9:30 and also upon request.  Please call the school on 
9802 9938 to book a tour. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep A 

 Dilain and Vishwaraj for being very responsible members    
of our school community  

Prep B 

 Bhanuka for making amazing progress with his reading  

 Monish for making a huge improvement with his choices  

 William and Nethuka for being fabulous friends 

 Neev, Ileesha, Elisha, Sean and Saumya for writing very 
deep recounts about the learning  

 

1B 

 Thesan for making excellent 
progress with his learning and 
also for building an amazing 
water cycle project 

 Lochie for being a fantastic 
friend  

1C 

 Chethiya, Navi, Vedanshi, Mihir, Rex and Shayan for being 
fantastic members of our school community  

 Helen, Senuki and Sanuli for learning so much about the water 
cycle and producing amazing home learning  

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 

mailto:catalano.frank.f@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.glenps.vic.edu.au/
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A 
PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  

 
2B 

 Sasath and Burhan for creating a wonderful die graph about how many 
times a dice was rolled and the sequence of numbers  

2C 

 Elsha for receiving a trophy from her basketball team and also for 
winning the premiership  

 
3C 

 Vineeth for making amazing progress with his reading skills  

 Nithilan for being a very creative and imaginative artist  
3D 

 Cheniru for writing a fabulous narrative 

 Anuja and Elijah for being great friends  

 Kisara for receiving a medal from Kumon for achieving 5 years ahead 
of his age group  

 
4A 

 Rosheen for receiving a trophy from her basketball team and also for 
winning the premiership  

 Sevin for building the most amazing  city wars plane using LEGO  

 Nidula for being a great friend  
4B 

 Jayda T, Caitlyn and Sanuka for learning all about threshold in terms of 
excitement  

4D  

 Vihaan for creating the most amazing and colourful Halloween picture  

 Suhani for being a great friend  
4E 

 Chamali for swimming 1 kilometre in the Paul Saddler swimming club 
challenge which equates to 40 laps of the pool continuously  

 
6E 

 Jazselle, Travin, Matheesha, Julian, Millie and Anushka for being brilliant 
school helpers  

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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Congratulations to Jayee (Year 2) for the following 

wonderful achievements: 
 Australian Maths Competition – Jayee received an 

award for receiving the highest aggregate score in our 
school. Jayee is in Year 2 and completed the Year 3 
assessments and 

 2017 Victoria Statewide Chinese Writing competition. 
Once again, Jayee competed in the Year 3 competition 
and was awarded first place! Jayee had to write about 
8 different characters and his writing was chosen as it 
was the clearest and most accurate. Once again, he 
competed in the Year 3 section whilst being in Year 2. 

 
Congratulations and well-done Jayee as your achievements, 
particularly for someone so young, are phenomenal – we are all 
so, so, so proud of you!   
 
 

Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrated  
their special day during the first half of November:   

 Prep C: Abhay 
Prep D: Binuli 
1A: Jessica 
1C: Navindu 
1E: Trisni and Taj 
2A: Rhys 
2D: Chirantana and Shahzeb 
3B: Min and Jivitesh 
3D: Anika  
4A: Jack and Simran 
4C: Joypurbo 
4E: Alfred 
5A: Cyrus 
5C: Arham and Karthik  
5D: Atheeq, Kaushik, Sejal and Sanath 
6A: Emma and Tharushi 
6C: Nguyen 
6D: Zaahid and Suhani  
6E: Travin, Nihar and Serandi 
 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy fortnight,  
Frank Catalano 
Principal  

 



ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
HELEN TOMECEK 

   

Good-quality sleep helps your child concentrate, remember things and behave well. This 
helps them to be a successful learner. 

Concentration  

Children who are sleepy have trouble concentrating during the day. If your child can’t keep 
their attention on what they are trying to learn, whether it’s playing at the park or singing a 
song at school, it will affect their learning. 

Memory  
Remembering things is part of learning. For example, if your child is tired, it’s harder for 
them to remember basic things like how to spell words, how to do maths calculations, or 
where to find information in a book or on the internet. It’s also harder for them to 
remember how to do things like playing a musical instrument. 

Our brains create and strengthen different types of memory in different sleep cycles. For 
example, just before your child wakes in the morning, his brain uses the last stages of REM 

sleep to sort and store memories and information from the previous day and get ready for 
the day ahead. 

Behaviour  
Sleepy children can tend to have problems with adjusting behaviour at home or school. 

For example, a sleepy child might not cooperate in class or have difficulty following the 
teacher’s instructions. A sleepy child might miss out on learning because the teacher is busy 
managing the child’s behaviour. The child might also miss out on playing with other children 
if they don’t like the way the child is behaving.  

A good place to start with sleep problems is your child’s sleep habits. Sometimes changing 

both daytime and night-time habits can make a big difference to your child’s sleep. For 
example, you might be able to reset your child’s body clock with a regular bedtime routine, 
morning sunlight, regular exercise and a healthy diet. 

So enjoy the new season and family hours together with routines for sleep for all. 

  

 

With the onset of daylight saving and the warmer weather it may 
be the time an opportune time to consider the importance of good 
sleep on learning, as well as the amount of sleep.  
 



COMPASS HAS ARRIVED!!! 
 

All families were sent, via their eldest child, their personal and confidential access Family User ID and temporary 
Password last Thursday (09/11).  We are excited to see that so many families have already started to use Compass as a 
communication tool as well as making payments through it. 
 
We are now asking families to use Compass, rather than FlexiBuzz, to advise teachers of any absences their child may 
have.  The parent is able to advise on the day of the absence, ie for an illness or appointment, or enter future 
notification, in the case of an overseas holiday.  Once the data is entered by the parent, the teacher is able to see it on 
the screen immediately and there is no need for a written note, or a FlexiBuzz message, to be sent any more.   This 
function is a wonderful safeguard for your children as it enables us, together with the parents, to be able to check on the 
whereabouts of our students in ‘real time’.  Parents are also given reminders on their Home Screen under “My News” to 
submit an explanation for an absence if one has not been received.  We will be slowly switching from FlexiBuzz to 
Compass to send all messages and alerts. 
 

HOME SCREEN TIPS 
 

ALERTS 
Notifications for items 
that require your action 
or attention appear in a 
yellow box.  These Alerts 
include School Fee 
payment requests, 
Excursion payment 
requests and Attendance 
Approvals. 

 

NEWS 
Recent school news items and 
information relevant to you.  This may 
include Newsletters, details of upcoming 
events and much more. 
All information appearing in “My News” 
on your Home Screen in relevant to your 
child/ren and requires your attention.  
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During third term Zuha, Mohammed, Umar and  Ranuga, went to John Monash Science School , once a fortnight over eight 
weeks to participate in the JMSS Little Scientists program. GWPS was among the inaugural participants in this program and 
as a consequence places are much sought after by students.  It has become a GWPS tradition. Student were given the 
opportunity to participate in and learn about Science in an environment that is perfectly set up Science learning. 

 
Students were introduced to different branches of science which included:  

- Nanotechnology/Chemistry, 
- Physics and Engineering and, 
- Marine Biology 

The program culminates in the JMSS Science Fair held in late October each year where JMSS students, and Little Scientists, 
present their extended investigation projects to the school and academic communities. 
 
Our students recorded the highlight of their visits to JMSS 

 

JMSS was a wonderful experience for me. My favourite task 
was doing the egg drop which was a part of physics. This 
taught me that having a parachute isn’t always a guarantee 
of success. Our egg cracked because we didn’t construct the 
parachute properly. 
Ranuga 6A 

 

 

It was a really good experience to learn more about the different types of sciences. I enjoyed doing the eggdrop which was 

part of learning physics. It was nice to see other people older than me helping people do science. I hope to go to John 

Monash scimce School when I’m in year 10. 

Zuha 6A 

 

I learnt about a lot of different types of Science. In Marine Biology, we learnt about plankton and the different area of the 

ocean they live in and who eats the plankton and who the plankton eats. We used the flotation system of the plankton of the 

different types of Plankton to make our own flotation devices. It was really enjoyable and I learnt a lot. 

Umar 6D 

 

 

I learned a lot about how physics worked. I learnt that when we dropped the eggs that we needed 

to be really careful with the materials we used, 

We needed to take into account air pressure , particularly in balloons and how they could be 

used to cushion a raw egg at speed and how that affected the outcome. 

Mohammed 6E 

 

Our Little Scientists with Deputy Principal Sally Cheah-Johnstone 

at the Science Fair 

 

 
We are thankful that our students are able to take up this opportunity 
each year, and look forward to taking another group of students next 
year. 
 
Cath Peters 
Advanced Maths Teacher 
 



The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

This fortnight I have included learning reflections from some of our 
amazing Prep children: 

 

Ileesha: Surface learning is 
when you can’t see the fish, 
deep learning is when you 
see the fish and transfer of 

learning is when we are 
swimming with the fish. 

 

Elisha: Learning is when you try 
again and again and again and 

again. And you try your personal 
best. 

 

Saumya: The Learning Pit is when you try 
again and again and when you do the 
productive struggle and learn something 
new, then this is called the Eureka 
moment!   

 

 Neev 
 
Fail means:  

Sean: Fail, fail, fail is 
not a bad word. 

A time I did my best learning was 
when I was writing. Now every day I 

write a whole page at school. 
One day I was playing with 

someone’s iPad, and they said, 
“You Failed” because I lost.  

I said, “Stop it; it is not a bad word. 
It means  

First, Attempt, In Learning! 
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