
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

November 

3rd  Interschool Sport Yr 6 
6th After-School Robotics Rescue Club Members 
7th  MELBOURNE CUP DAY – NO SCHOOL 
8th Coding 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
9th  Prime Science Incursion Yr 6 
9th Chess 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
10th Interschool Sport Yr 6 
13th After-School Robotics Rescue Club Members 
14th  Scienceworks Excursion Yr 2 
14th  2018 Prep Transition Session 2018 Preps 
14th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 
14th Electrical Engineering 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
14th After-School Lego League Robotics Members 
14th Mandarin Classes 3:30 – 4:30 Yrs1-2 
15th Coding 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
16th Chess 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
17th  Interschool Sport Yr 6 
20th After-School Robotics Rescue Club Members 
21st  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 
21st Electrical Engineering 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
21st After-School Lego League Robotics Members 
21st Mandarin Classes 3:30 – 4:30 Yrs1-2 
22nd  Hands on Science Yr 5 
22nd Coding 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
23rd  Hands on Science Yr 5 
23rd Chess 1:30 – 2:30 and 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
24th  Interschool Sport Yr 6 
27th After-School Robotics Rescue Club Members 
28th  2018 Prep Transition Session 2018 Preps 
28th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 
28th Electrical Engineering 3:30 – 4:30 Members 
28th After-School Lego League Robotics Members 
28th  Mandarin Classes 3:30 – 4:30 Yrs1-2 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
Welcome to another very exciting and information 
packed newsletter! As usual so many marvellous things 
have occurred at our wonderful school over the past 
fortnight such as:  
 

School Disco 
As I write this fortnight’s newsletter I am reflecting on 
the wonderful school community event our annual 
disco was. It was fabulous to see the children, parents 
and staff have so much fun as they danced to some of 
the latest songs whilst enjoying each other’s company.  
A sincere thank you to the Community Relations 
Committee, parents and staff for ensuring our annual 
disco was another very successful Glen Waverley PS 
event!  
 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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Facilities update 
School Gymnasium Update 
It is wonderful to see the terrific progress being made with 
our new gymnasium. The builders are currently 
concentrating on completing the following: 

 Steel framing and beams for the amenities area 

 Brick walls – erecting and backfilling and  

 Continuing the timber walls and panelling on the 
south and west walls. 

I look forward to sharing additional news in our next 
newsletter.  

 

 

Additional play equipment:  
There has certainly been an extra level of excitement in the yard as the Year Prep to Two children are thoroughly 
enjoying their new cubby house and the Year 5 and 6 children the extension of their adventure playground. It 
really is wonderful that our school is in the financial positon where we are able to expand on the children’s 
recreational activities.  

 

 



 

Chess Teams  
Last week was certainly very exciting for our school chess teams!  
 
The senior team, consisting of: 

 Year 2: Ryley 

 Year 3: Archit and  

 Year 4: Ryan, Liam and Ben,  
attended the State Final and have now qualified for the National Finals – wow, how exciting and such a wonderful 
achievement!  
 
Our Junior Team, consisting of: 

 Year 2: Tejas, Ryley, Rahul and Ryan and 

 Year 3: Archit, 
 also attended the State Finals and finished a very commendable equal 4th.  
 
Congratulations to all of the children who attended and a sincere thank you to the parents and to Mrs. Polydoros who 
assisted in various ways. We look forward to the senior team participating in the National Championships in November.  
Mrs Polydoros and the senior team have written the following reflection: 

 

 
 
 
 
On the 25th of October the GWPS Senior Chess Team participated in the Interschool State Championship which was 
organised by Chess Kids. There were 49 schools that included 270 competitors on the day.  Our team was made up of 5 
competitors including Ryan 4E, Ryley 2A, Liam 4D, Ben 4B and Archit 3C. It was a great day, we came equal tenth with 
four other schools. There was only half a point difference between 9th and 10th place. It was a very close match and all 
the schools played exceptionally well. This means that we have made it through to the Nationals which is the highest 
level to achieve in the country. The Nationals will take place over two days next month in the city. This is an outstanding 
achievement and it is the first time that Glen Waverley PS has reached the Nationals.  
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Chess Team in the Nationals! 
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Congratulations to Jash (Year 2)  
Jash is an avid karate participant and recently he competed in the 
International Sport Karate Association championships and he achieved 
something which is quite remarkable – he beat competitors who were 
older and more experienced and won the tournament! He was 
subsequently crowned the world champion! Naturally this is a 
phenomenal achievement and something that we are all incredibly proud 
of – well done Jash, you are a super star and world champion!  Jash has 
written a reflection which is featured in the Kids Corner section of our 
newsletter.  

 
Divisional Athletics  
Last week we also had three children compete in the Regional Athletics 
championships with, once again, fabulous results. Please refer to Dini’s 
piece below:  
 
Last Thursday, three students qualified to represent Glen Waverley 
Primary school in the regional track and field athletics at Bill Sewart 
Athletics Centre which were Alex from Year 5 and Dini and Nithesa from 
Year 6.  
Alex competed in the 1.5km race and managed to finish 3rd with a timing 
of 5:22:52.  
Nithesa competed in triple jump and came 10th with a jump of 8.35m. 
Dini has competed in 2 events. She comprehensively won discus after 
throwing 24.4 meters and also managed to come 3rd in triple jump. This 
means Dini will now be going through to the state championships at 
Lakeside stadium on 30th October and we all wish her the best of luck.  
Well done Alex, Nithesa and Dini! 
   
Once again, what fabulous achievements – congratulations Alex, Nithesa 
and Dini! 

 State Athletics 
As mentioned above, Dini qualified for the State championship and competed on Monday afternoon. I am extremely 
proud to report that she finished 4th in the state with a throw of 24.04m (a mere 2 cm short of the person who 
finished 3rd). The first place participant threw the discus approximately 27m. To finish 4th in the state is an amazing 
achievement Dini and I know the entire school community is so, so, so, so proud of you - well done and 
congratulations!   
 
2018 School Captains  
The Year 5 children have commenced the process of applying for the 2018 Student Leadership positions. To date they 
have written letters outlining why they would like to be considered for the School Captain roles. Of these 10 girls and 
10 boys were shortlisted by a panel consisting of the Year 5 teachers and Ms. Donoghue. The shortlisted children then 
attended an interview and of these, 5 girls and 5 boys will be selected to campaign and present to the school 
community. It certainly is a very comprehensive process although one that is very transparent. I wish all of the 
children well with their aspirations and look forward to announcing the 2018 Student Leadership Team later in the 
year.   

 
2018 Enrolments  
I would like to remind families with children who will be beginning school in 2018 that we are taking enrolments now 
and that they are also closing rapidly as we only have a very small number of positions available. I strongly encourage 
you to ensure you return your child’s enrolment form to Jenny, Kylie or Julie in the main office as soon as possible.  
We also ask that members of our school community assist us by informing any of their neighbours of the enrolment 
procedures and direct them to the office to collect an enrolment form or our school website – www.glenps.vic.edu.au  
School tours are available every Tuesday morning commencing at 9:30 and also upon request.  Please call the school 
on 9802 9938 to book a tour. 

 

http://www.glenps.vic.edu.au/
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 
RECENTLY:  
Prep C 

 Raavi and Alexander for using the Learning Pit to help them to read the text Octopus, 
Cuttlefish and Squid  

Prep E 

 Dylan and Elsie for writing amazing recounts baking their weekend  

 
1C 

 Tanya for receiving a medal from her dancing club for performing with her friends  

 Shayan for being a very responsible member of our school community  
1D 

 Lehara for being a great friend 

 Lavendra for writing a beautiful recount about her holidays which is featured in the Kids 
Corner section of the newsletter  

1E 

 Kaesitha, Nyasa, Reyansh, Nikhil, Ronald and Zachary S for written response to a text to 
explain how Clement used strategies to climb out of the Learning Pit when faced with 
the challenge of learning how to swim 

 Reyansh for drawing a fantastic picture about how he get out of the Learning Pit  

 
2A 

 Hirun and Ryan for being very responsible members of our school community  
2C 

 Yasiru for colouring in a beautiful picture of two Potbelly Seahorses and entering it in a 
competition  

 Emaan for being very responsible member of our school community  
2D 

 Hridhika, Michelle, Madelyn and Diti for being very responsible members of our school 
community  

 Jordan and Sid for creating amazing array cities which depict multiplication  

 
3A 

 The whole class for demonstrating understanding of ethics and analysing the impact of 
choices in their created community of “Ethicsville” with such comments as having 
“emotional empathy for the other person” 

 Keen, Annika and Rithila for creating a very informative iMovie about water safety  

 Noah for learning about the origins of words and also for making amazing progress with 
his learning  

 Appu for being a very supportive friend  
3B 

 Jivitesh for coming first place in the Caydam Self Defence karate tournament  

 Odelia and Siyumi for being very responsible members of our school community  

 Tina for being a great friend  
3C 

 Senuth, Yaneesha, Dulcie and Mayank for being very responsible members of our school 
community  

 Shayden and Adhyan for creating a very informative iMovie about water safety  

 Omar and Archit for learning about liquids and the different things it can do such as 
repel, leak and soak 

 Senuth for being an exceptionally honest member of our school community  

 Vineeth for being a great friend 

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS (Cont’d) 

3D 

 Cheniru for competing extra home learning  

 Elijah for being a great friend and a mathematical wiz  
   
4B 

 Behrad for writing a fabulous story and for making great progress with his English skills 

 Helaka for being a great friend  
4E 

 Eva for making amazing progress with her English skills  

 Aaria for being a great friend  
 
6B 

 Eva, Aly, Joy, Upek, Kavi, Sana and Sanithu for being fabulous helpers with the Prep Transition program  
6A 

 Nithesa  for being a fabulous helper with the Prep Transition program 
6C 

 Binadie for being a fabulous helper with the Prep Transition program  
6E 

 Travin for being a fabulous helper with the Prep Transition program 

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 

Prep B: Mai 
Prep C: Seyara and Thinushi 
1B: Sashane and Thesan 
1C: Rex and Hardhik 
1D: Akain 
1E: Sethumi 
2A: Hirun, Elena and Thehan 
2B: Burhanuddin and Sasath 
2C: Jash and Disas 
2E: Manula  
3A: Arish, Matthew and Elizabeth 
3B: Jordan  
3C: Senuth 
3D: Tvisha 
4A: Ardhithya, Ishaan and Sumitha 
4B: Jayda and Aarav 
4D: Akshay 
4E: Komal 
5A: Tomas and Sujay 
5B: Sujith 
5C: Shivam, Trecia, Dhayalen, Jasmine, Joelle 
and Henry 
6A: Sulynne  6B: Ava  6C: Dinith  6E: Frank  

 
Wishing everyone a safe and happy fortnight,  
Frank Catalano  -  Principal  

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrated their 
special day during the second half of October:   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPASS IS COMING TO GLEN WAVERLEY 

PRIMARY SCHOOL!! 
 

We are delighted to announce the launch of a new communication and payment system at Glen Waverley Primary 
School.  The Compass Parent Portal is an integrated, online portal that allows you to access up-to-date and 
meaningful information about our school and your child's progress. Compass includes many different features, 
including the ability to: 
 

 Monitor your child's attendance, and enter an explanation for absence or lateness 

 Communicate with your child's teachers 

 Update your family phone numbers and email addresses 

 View the school calendar 

 Download and view your child's Semester Reports 

 Book Student Led Conferences 

 Pay and provide consent for events (excursions) and school fees (replacing our current Qkr system) 

 Please note – we will continue to offer online ordering through the Qkr system for Uniform Sales only as this 
function is not currently available through Compass. 

 
Our school will introduce these functions by the end of 2017, your child’s December Report will be available for 
viewing on Compass this year. 
 
Accessing Compass 
Compass is a web-based system that is accessible on any modern web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Chrome, 
Safari) or by using the Compass iOS or Android apps.  Search for 'Compass School Manager' in the store.  To access 
the parent portal, go to our school website and click the Compass link on the homepage.  Alternatively, if you are 
having trouble finding the Compass link you can go to http://schools.compass.edu.au where you can search for, 
and find, our school’s direct URL.  
 
Privacy and Security 
When you use Compass you will notice a padlock appears in your browser. This is because Compass uses a 
technology called SSL (Secure Sockets Layer). This means that your Compass session is encrypted and secure.  
Further, Compass adheres to PCI DSS compliance obligations to ensure any credit card details are managed safely, 
consistent with industry credit card regulations.  Please note: Any payments made online using Compass will 
appear on your credit card statement as COMPASSPAY.COM 
 
Very shortly each family will be given their own unique login to Compass that is used to access the family account.  
A letter will be sent home through your eldest child at the school together with an Information Booklet.  Please 
take some time to read your “Welcome to Compass”  – A guide for parents and families booklet and use this 
information to guide you through setting Compass up for your family.   Please see your child’s teacher, or the 
administration staff, if you require any guidance or advice in setting up Compass.  
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The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

The Kids Corner section of this fortnight’s newsletter have been written by 
Jash (Year 2) who has written about his recent experience in the world 

karate championships and Lavendra (Year 1) has written a letter about her 
school holidays. 

 

ISKA World Cup Tournament! 
 

On Friday 20th October my dad and I went to the airport to go to Sydney. We landed 
safely on Friday afternoon.  
 
The next day I woke up at about 6:00 am. I quickly got ready for the Tournament, 
before leaving I did my practice. We reached the venue, Whitlam Leisure Centre in 
Liverpool at about 8:30 am. We had to report at the front counter and had to collect 
the wrist band as I was a competitor. At about 9:30 am there was an opening 
Ceremony, followed by a lion Dance. 
 
The Events started after that, as there was still time for my event, I practiced again 
with my Sensei and he gave me some last minute tips. 
 
 

 

MY HOLIDAYS – LAVENDRA 
Mr. Catalano 
Principal 
Glen Waverley PS 
 
Dear Mr. Catalano, 
 
How are you? How were your school holidays? 
 
I had so much fun with a visitor who stayed at my house. Friday was the last day for that because she is 
going home on Saturday. 
 
We went to Emerald Lake, we had so much fun there! 
From Lavendra.  

 

Once my event started they were calling all the competitors to make sure everyone was present. There were about 22 other 
competitors in my event. Everyone was performing very well but I did not let that affect my performance. 
When it was my turn to perform, I did my Kata (Saifa) with all my strength and heart. 
 
When it was a time to announce the winners, they said there was a tie for Second place and two of the competitors had to 
perform again to decide who will be second. 
 
Finally they had the results and they announced me as the 1st place winner! I was surprised but at the same time was very 
happy and proud of myself!! This is all because I have been working hard over the last couple of months and believed in 
myself, my parents and my Sensei’s training.  
 
Finally we took pictures at the podium with my World Champion belt on. It was great and wonderful experience to participate 
in world cup and become a World Champion. 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORIAN PREMIERS' READING CHALLENGE 

 
 
 

Congratulations to the 320 students from Glen Waverley Primary School 
who successfully completed the 2017 Premier’s Reading Challenge. 

 
Together they read a total 13,726 books. An amazing effort! 

 

All children who complete the challenge will receive a certificate of achievement 

signed by the Victorian Premier, The Hon. Daniel And rews. 

At Glen Waverley Primary School, we were delighted to see so many of our students 
engaged in reading and eagerly participating in the challenge. Regular reading from an 
early age is vital for success at school and has lifelong benefits. The aim of the challenge 
was to encourage children, from Prep to Year 10, to read more and promote a love of 
reading. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 were encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with 
their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 6 were challenged to read 15 
books. 
 
Congratulations again to all the students from Glen Waverley Primary who participated in 
the challenge.   
 
Jackie Gilbert 
Premier’s Reading Challenge Coordinator 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The advertisements in this newsletter are in good faith but no responsibility as to the quality of the products or 

services offered is accepted by the school 
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