
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

 

November 

2nd  Interschool Summer Sport Yr 6 
6th  Melbourne Cup – No School  
8th  Mini Boss - Science Incursion Yr 5 
9th  Mini Boss - Science Incursion Yr 5 
9th  Interschool Summer Sport Yr 6 
9th  Whole School Disco  
13th  SMART8  Yrs 3-6 
13th  2019 Prep Transition Session 2019 
13th  Family Life Information Evening Yrs 5 & 6 
14th  Hands on Science Incursion Prep 
14th  Material Science Insursion Yr 3 
16th  Interschool Summer Sport Yr 6 
19th  Family Life Program Yr 5 
20th  Family Life Program Yr 6 
20th  SMART8  Yrs 3-6 
26th  Family Life Program Yr 5 
27th  Family Life Program Yr 6 
27th  SMART8  Yrs 3-6 
27th  2019 Prep Transition Session 2019 
30th  Interschool Summer Sport Yr 6 

 

 

December 

3rd   Family Life Program Yr 5 
4th  Family Life Program Yr 6 
4th  2019 New Families Information Evening  
6th  Year 6 Graduation Ceremony Yr 6 
11th  Year 7 Orientation Day Yr 6 
21st  LAST DAY OF TERM 4 AND 2018  
 ASSEMBLY 12:30  
 EARLY DISMISSAL 1:30  

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
I trust this fortnight’s newsletter finds you and all of the 
members of your family well. As usual we have so many 
exciting things to share such as:   
 
Welcome to David Round  
David is a Leading Teacher at Birmingham PS and is 
currently completing the Graduate Certificate of 
Principal Preparation which involves: 

 360 Degree Feedback survey – which directly links 
to the Australian Principal Standards 

 A leadership project and associated classes at 
Monash University 

 8 hours of 1:1 coaching  

 Completing the Open to Learning (OTL) professional 
learning program and 

 An internship of between 20 and 60 days in a host 
school. 

 
David commenced at our school this week and will be 
with us until Friday 16th November. He will then return 
next year to complete the remainder of his internship. 
Please join me in welcoming David to our fabulous 
school. 
 
Facilities Update 
School hall redevelopment – work with this project is 
also progressing well. The builders have completed the 
painting and are currently in the process of installing 
the final aspects of cabinetry and shelving. If all goes 
according to plan, they should be finished within a 
fortnight and we can then commence the process of 
moving the Out of School Hours Care and Music 
programs into their new spaces. 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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Facilities Update 
New Year 3 and 4 Adventure Playground 
There has certainly been an even higher level of excitement at our school as the new Year 3 and 4 Adventure Playground 
has commenced to be constructed. To date the tradespeople have: 

 Removed the existing playground 

 Commence installing the new playground. 
 
Below are some photos of the work completed thus far and I look forward to sharing additional photos in our next  
newsletter.  

 

School oval redevelopment – this very exciting project has continued to be developed with the anticipated timeline 
being as follows: 

 23/10/18 - Tender Period Begins 

 13/11/18 - Tender Period Closes 

 19/11/18 – Architects to provide our school with a Tender Evaluation Report (their recommendations) 

 26/11/18 - Contract Signing and Handover 
 
Naturally, once the contract has been signed a commencement date will be negotiated. I look forward to sharing 
additional news in the coming weeks.  

 
Warm Weather 
As everyone would be aware, the weather is beginning to warm up hence we strongly encourage all of the students to 
ensure they bring a drink bottle to school, some sunscreen and naturally their sun smart school hat. A water bottle on 
the desk will enable the children to have a quick drink and alleviate the need to leave the room and interrupt learning 
time. If a child does not have a hat at school they will be required to play under the stage area.  
 
Parent Requests for 2019 Student Grade Placement  
The teaching staff are in the process of compiling classes for next year and I would like to take this opportunity to invite 
parents who have a particular concern/request about their child’s class placement for next year to put this in writing, 
via email at catalano.frank.f@edumail.vic.gov.au or see me before the end of next week (Friday 9th November). 
Requests after this date will only be considered in exceptional circumstances.  
 
Please note that we do not retain requests from year to year so any/all requests need to be renewed annually. I thank 
you in advance for your understanding with this issue.   

 

mailto:catalano.frank.f@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Parent Opinion Survey 
Last week we received the results of the 2018 Parent Opinion survey and I am very pleased to report that they were 
tremendously positive which indicates that our school community is extremely pleased as to how our school is 
progressing. An overview of the results are listed below: 

 

Domain/Framework Factor % Positive % Neutral % Negative 

Parent Community Engagement    

Parent Participation and Involvement  89 8 3 

School Support  93 5 1 

Teacher Communication  78 16 5 

    

School Ethos and Environment     

General Satisfaction  92 5 3 

Physical Environment  86 8 6 

School Improvement  95 3 3 

School Pride and Confidence  95 3 3 

    

Student Cognitive Engagement    

High Expectations for Success  90 8 2 

Student Motivation and Support  86 11 4 

Stimulating Learning Environment  92 4 4 

Effective Teaching  85 10 4 

    

Student Development     

Student Agency and Voice 88 7 5 

Confidence and Resiliency Skills 94 3 3 

    

Safety    

Managing Bullying  89 8 3 

Non-Experience of Bullying  81 9 10 

Promoting Positive Behaviour  94 4 2 

Respect for Diversity  95 3 1 

    

Connection and Progression     

School Connectedness  96 3 2 

Positive Transitions  92 5 3 

    

 
A sincere thank you to those families who completed the survey as your feedback is invaluable. Also congratulations, 
well done and thank you to the wonderful staff who work tirelessly for the benefit of the children and their families. 
Glen Waverley Primary School is an outstanding school because we all work together for the common goal of providing 
the best possible education for our students – thank you everyone! 

 
Term Three Principal Learning Awards 
Due to a technical glitch, the reason as to why Nathan (Prep E) received his Principal Learning award was not published 
in last fortnight’s newsletter. Nathan, on behalf of the entire Glen Waverley Primary School community congratulations 
and please accept my apologies for not being included in the previous newsletter. Below is what should have been in 
the newsletter:  
Prep E – Nathan is a motivated learner who tries his personal best. He has worked through the learning pit and is now a 
confident writer with amazing ideas.  Nathan always uses his initiative to ensure the classroom and his learning space is 
orderly and he is ready for the next learning experience. He demonstrates empathy when he looks after his peers and 
ensures people around him are being treated fairly. Well done Nathan. What a fantastic term of learning.  
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2019 Enrolments  
I would like to remind families with children who will be beginning school in 2019 that we are taking enrolments now and 
that they are also closing rapidly as we only have a very small number of positions available. I strongly encourage you to 
ensure you return your child’s enrolment form to Jenny, Kylie, Janet or Julie in the main office as soon as possible.  
 
We also ask that members of our school community assist us by informing any of their neighbours of the enrolment 
procedures and direct them to the office to collect an enrolment form or our school website – www.glenps.vic.edu.au School 
tours are available every Tuesday morning commencing at 9:30 and also upon request.  Please call the school on 9802 9938 
to book a tour. 
 
2019 School Captains  
The Year 5 children have commenced the process of applying for the 2019 Student Leadership positions. To date they have 
written letters outlining why they would like to be considered for the School Captain roles. From these letters 10 girls and 10 
boys will be shortlisted by a panel consisting of the Year 5 teachers and Ms. Donoghue. The shortlisted children will then 
attend an interview and of these, 5 girls and 5 boys will be selected to campaign and present to the school community. It 
certainly is a very comprehensive process although one that is very transparent. I wish all of the children well with their 
aspirations and look forward to announcing the 2019 Student Leadership Team later in the year.   
 
Monash Youth Film Festival 
Monash City Council held their second Youth Film Festival this year as a means to encourage 10 to 25 year olds to learn 
about, and partake, in filmmaking. I am extremely proud to report that Rishan (Year 4) entered and his documentary titled, 
“AAAAA” was one of the finalists. Last Wednesday evening all of the finalists’ films were shown at the Village Cinemas at The 
Glen (just like a real movie!) and Rishan’s video received the “best documentary” prize! Well done and congratulations 
Rishan as this is a fabulous achievement!  
 
Congratulations to our Chess Teams 
Our outstanding Junior and Senior chess teams competed in the state finals recently with both teams achieving fabulous 
results as indicated below: 
 
Junior Team 
Our junior team played against 15 other schools and placed a very commendable fourth – just 0.5 points from the 3rd place 
team with Ryley (Year 3) as the stand out player winning 6 out of his 7 games. The team consisted of: 

 Year 3: Ryley, Rahul, Sanuk, Okith and Tejas 

 Year 2: Omika and Nikhil 
 
Well done and congratulations boys as qualifying for the state finals is a fabulous achievement and finishing 4th is 
outstanding!  
 
Senior Team 
Our school Chess team which consists of: 

 Year 6: Arjun and Chenghan  

 Year 5: Ben and Liam  

 Year 4: Archit  

 Year 3: Ryley, Sanuk, Tejas and Rahul and  

 Year 2: Nikhil 
recently competed in the State Finals where over 50 schools and approximately 276 children participated. Our final score 
was 26 points all together and the children finished an amazing 5th with only 2.5 points separating our school from the top 
ranked team.  
 
The boys had a wonderful day and have now qualified for the National Finals which will be held in December.  
Naturally this is a wonderful achievement and something in which the Team should be incredibly proud of –  
well done and congratulations boys and we look forward to hearing how you go in the Nationals!  

 

 

http://www.glenps.vic.edu.au/
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Yarra Valley Water Competition 
In order to celebrate national water week, Yarra Valley Water hold an annual poster competition where children from all 
over the state are invited to submit art work based on the current theme. This year the theme was, “Water For Me, Water 
For All” and as usual our school had a number of high quality entries. On Monday a representative from Yarra Valley 
Water visited our school to announce that our school had 10 finalists consisting of: 
 
Year Prep Category: 
- First prize: Sacheni  
 
Year 1 and 2 Category: 
- First prize: Hishan 
- Second prize: Yenuli 
- Third prize: Dilu and Mannroop 
- High achievement: Raywinn 
 
Year 3 and 4 Category: 
- High achievement: Sasath 

 
Year 5 and 6 Category:  
- First prize: Buwanaji 
- Second prize: Laavanya 
- High achievement: Carol 

 
Congratulations to all of the above students as your efforts are exceptional and we are extremely proud of all of you!  

 
State Election 
With the forthcoming State Election we have received some very favourable news from the Liberal Party. Our local 
Member of Parliament, Michael Gidley, and his team have pledged $6m as Stage 1 of a school rebuilding program. 
Naturally this is fabulous news for our school community and will be enacted if the Liberal Party were to be elected. 

 
 CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S 
AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep A 

 Arjun for writing a beautiful letter for my office and making great progress with 
his writing skills 

Prep B 

 Serena for receiving a trophy, certificate, medallions and ribbons from her 
dancing club 

Prep D 

 Dusmika and Vethara for making amazing progress with their learning in 
particular their writing skills  

Prep E 

 Lithika for being very generous and bringing some gifts for my office 

 Kelvin for being a wonderful friend  

 Aishwarya for writing a beautiful letter for my office and making great progress 
with her writing skills  

1B 

 Sahiba and Vishwaraj for making amazing progress with their writing  

 Dylan, Aisha and Shenuri for making outstanding progress with their writing 
1E 

 Ava for making amazing progress with her learning particularly reading as she 
now reads with great expression 

 Elisha for being a fabulous friend  

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
3E 

 Rory for persistence, effort and creativity in his writing in developing two endings for a narrative with descriptions 
that engage the reader  

 
4A 

 Liam for winning the recent basketball grand final. Liam plays for the Boronia Buffalos and they beat the Wantirna 
Wasps 40 to 28 – congratulations and well done Liam.   

 Malachy for making excellent progress with his Maths skills in particular working with decimals 
4B 

 Rithila for being provided with the opportunity to translate a Sri Lankan traditional story (The Devastation by the 
River) into English as part of his Drama school which is in the process of being published as a book. Congratulations 
Rithila and we look forward to the book being published!   
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4D 

 Jivitesh for placing first in a recent Caydam Self 
Defence tournament. This is the third year in a row in 
which Jivitesh has placed first – wow, what a fabulous 
achievement!  

 
5B 

 Tharusha for qualifying for the Junior Dolphin Metro 
South Swimming Finals which are being held on 
Sunday 11th November. We look forward to sharing 
the results of this swimming meet. Tharusha also 
received a Principal’s Award for being very 
entrepreneurial, he used the parts of 4 “broken” toy 
cars and combined them to make one that works  

 Tharusha for receiving a silver medal at the GA 
Triton’s Swimming Club meet. This was the first time 
Tharusha swam 100m butterfly in a competition and 
finished second – well done and congratulations 
Tharusha!   

 Chanu for writing a fabulous poem titled, The Titanic, 
which is featured in the Kids Corner section of our 
newsletter  

5D 

 Vinuki for being provided with the opportunity to 
translate a Sri Lankan traditional story (The 
Devastation by the River) into English as part of his 
Drama school which is in the process of being 
published as a book. Congratulations Vinuki and we 
look forward to the book being published!   

 
6A:  

 Branaa for writing a very informative book about 
Prepositions  

 
Wishing everyone a safe and happy fortnight,  
Frank Catalano 
Principal  
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ANDREA LOWE – ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 
BUILDING EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE IN CHILDREN 

Impulse control is the ability to think before acting, a vital skill which children gradually learn as they mature. 
Famously, Austrian psychologist Walter Mischel conducted an experiment in 1965 involving four-year-olds and 
marshmallows. Mischel invited individual children into a room where a marshmallow was on the table. The 
man who brought the child into the room explained that he had to step out for a couple of minutes and if the 
child wanted to, he or she could eat the marshmallow. However, if the child could wait until the man returned 
before eating the marshmallow, they would be given an extra marshmallow – so two instead of one. Sure 
enough, some children couldn’t wait and ate the marshmallow before the man returned, while others were 
able to resist the temptation in order to earn the reward. 
 
Mischel followed the subjects of his experiment into adult life. He discovered that those who had displayed 
the ability to delay gratification as young children grew to be more socially competent, self-assertive and 
dependable. And they performed better at school. 
 
The good news is that impulse control is a skill which can be learned, and we teach it regularly in our classes at 
GWPS.  You may have seen children, particularly our Prep learners, at assembly, making a talking motion with 
their hands.  This reminds our learners that they need to use their self-talk strategy to remain focused, and not 
to give in to their impulse to be distracted.  Research by Albert Bandura shows that explicit instruction teaches 
students to maintain their focus and not to give in to distractions. 
 
Impulse control is a skill 
The implications for parents and teachers are clear. If our children display characteristics such as impulsivity, 
we can help them learn more beneficial ways to deal with the distractions. We can role model the appropriate 
behaviours and talk to the children about the strategies we use which they might explore. 
 
Emotional intelligence is the key to impulse control on a behavioural level 
Parents often help younger children delay gratification by distracting them, an action which often comes 
instinctively. When child asks for snacks just before dinner, we might give them a job to do such as setting the 
table. Adding on to this moment to increase the learning impact, we could explicitly tell the child that they will 
be using this task to distract them from the action of snacking because it is inappropriate to snack just before 
dinner. 
 
Children need to learn how to distract themselves from inappropriate actions by redirecting their emotions 
and attention. This is more likely to happen if children understand that emotions don’t always need to be 
acted upon. Children who are able to focus on the bigger picture will be able make choices that allow them to 
achieve their goals. 
 
In the book, Influencer, (Kerry Patterson, Joseph Grenny, David Maxfield, Ron McMillan and Al Switzler), the 
authors contend that many social skills, including the ability to delay gratification, can be learnt. They maintain 
that while we accept that practice improves performance in sport, music and technical areas, few people 
would think to practice the skills needed to delay gratification, be a better team member or to negotiate with 
a boss. However, the authors say we should. They claim that with the right kind of practice, we can all learn to 
be more socially competent. 
 
Through a strong home-school partnership, we value the opportunity to work together to develop these vital 
social skills which are so important as we travel life’s road.  

 





The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 

 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   

 

The Kids Corner section of this fortnight’s newsletter have been written 
by Chanu (Year 5) 

 

The Titanic 
 

The ship sways from side to side like a rocking chair 

Its masts present an array of flags dancing wildly 

Starboard, bow, port, hull all painted icy like a glacier. 

 

The dent that ruins its beauty also let’s water gush in 

The vast ship bobs to the seabed 

The sapphire sea steals it from the picturesque sky 

With a muffled thud it hits the ocean floor and all hope is lost! 

 

Currents drift past this lonely wreck 

Boom, crash call the waves 

Their song breaks the eerie silence slow and steady 

Yet to end their journey the finish lurks ahead. 

 

The game of survival begins 

First come, first served 

Fish swarm into the hold 

New homes appear, old ones vanish 

Barnacles cling to the rusted planks in desperation. 

 

The ship was a hotel now it is a home 

A reef, a refuge where first people visited 

But now fish live. 

 

The peeling paint turns to flakes lifelessly drifting 

Yet fish, animals, life and homes can be found 

Good or new like diamond dust. 
 
 



 

Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrate their 

special day during the second half of October:   
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Prep A: Edwin 

Prep C: Sunny, 

Anaya and 

Ryan 

Prep D: Sammy 

and Austin 

 

1A: Thinushi and 

Methul  

1D: Mai 

1E: Seyara 

 

2B: Rex 

2C: Sashane, 

Harsha, Sethumi 

and Akain  

2D: Mia 

2E: Thesan 

 

3A: Jash and 

Elena  

3D: Burhan, 

Disas and Sasath 

3E: Hirun and 

Manula  

 

4A: Jordan, Senuth 

and Matthew  

4C: Arish 

4D: Elizabeth, 

Abby, Tvisha and 

Chengyu 

 

5A: Akshay, 

Komal and Ishaan  

5C: Jayda 

5D: Aarav 

 

6A: Sujay and 

Dhayalen 

6B: Shivam, Tomas, 

Sujith, Trecia and 

Henry 

6C: Jasmine  

6D: Joelle  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
SAVE STUDENT REPORTS TO YOUR 

HARD DRIVE 



 

 





 
Our School Disco is an opportunity to celebrate our successes across the year by building social connections with 
our school friends and families, in a new learning environment. This event is limited to our Glen Waverley Primary 
School students as it is a special whole school event. 
 
Our exciting annual school Disco is being held on Friday 9th November at our very own Glen Waverley Primary 
School Gymnasium.   DJ Masters will be in attendance and a song request list will be posted on both the 
Multimedia room door and the Music room.   We encourage children to wear comfortable free dress that they can 
dance in. 
  
The evening will be run in two parts: 
•             Years Prep to Three Disco will be held from 5:00pm – 6:30pm 
•             Years Four to Six Disco will be held from 7:00pm – 8:30pm 
 
The cost of this year’s disco is a gold coin donation upon entry. 
  
Please be aware that the students who attend the Disco must be signed in and out by their Parent or Guardian. 
Parents are most welcome to stay for the duration of the disco or drop off and then collect their child(ren) at the 
end.  We also ask that you visit Compass to sign the permission form for your child/ren to attend the Disco. 
 
On the night students will have the opportunity to purchase various “glow sticks”.  Items will range from 50 cents 
to $5.00.  Please see the items that will be available below. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The advertisements in this newsletter are in good faith but no responsibility as to the quality of the products or 

services offered is accepted by the school 

Glen Waverley Primary School  774 High Street Road,  Glen Waverley   3150 

Ph: 9802 9938   Fax: 9886 1590   Email: glen.waverley.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au   Website: www.glenps.vic.edu.au 

 


