
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School 

Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Closed Public Holidays and School 

Holidays 

Please bring your own bag for purchases 

as we are an environmentally friendly 

school  

Orders may be left with the office – these 

must be in an envelope marked with the 

child’s name and grade together with 

payment, correct monies are appreciated. 
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Important Dates For Your Diary 

May 

29
th
  Chess – Lesson 11 Participants 

29
th
  After School Chinese Classes Participants 

 

June 

3
rd

  SMART8 – Lesson 5 Yrs 3 - 6 

4
th
  ICAS UNSW Science Exam Participants 

5
th
  Chess – Lesson 12 Participants 

5
th
  Melbourne Museum and Imax Theatre Yrs 5 & 6 

   - Yrs 6CG, 5PA, 6LT and 5SR 

5
th
  After School Chinese Classes Participants 

6
th 

Interschool Sport Round 4 Year 6s 

9
th

  QUEENS BIRTHDAY – NO SCHOOL Whole School 

10
th
  SMART8 – Lesson 6 Yrs 3 - 6 

11
th
  Melbourne Museum and Imax Theatre Yrs 5 & 6 

               - Yrs 56L, 6SY and 5JT 

12
th
  Chess – Lesson 13 Participants 

12
th
  After School Chinese Classes Participants 

13
th
  Interschool Sport Round 5 Year 6s 

16
th
  ICAS UNSW Writing Exam Participants 

17
th
  ICAS UNSW Spelling Exam Participants 

17
th
  Hands on Science Incursion Year 2 

19
th
  Chess – Lesson 14 Participants 

19
th
  After School Chinese Classes Participants 

20
th
  Hands on Science Incursion Year 1 

20
th
  GWPS Has Talent Whole School 

20
th

  MidYear Reports Sent Home Whole School 

23
rd

  Student Led Conferences Whole School 

25
th

  Student Led Conferences Whole School 

27
th

  LAST DAY OF TERM 2 

 ASSEMBLY 1:45 PM – DISMISSAL 2:30 PM 

 
   

   

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 

Community, 

 

Welcome to another very exciting and information 

packed newsletter! As usual so many marvellous things 

have occurred at our wonderful school over the past 

fortnight such as:  

 

Education Week – “Scientists Do Amazing Things” 

Wow what an amazing Education Week we had at our 

school last week!  

 

On Monday we commenced the week with a special 

assembly where some of the children showcased their 

wonderful musical talents. A sincere thank you and well 

done to the Recorder Band for sharing a song with us, 

4SD for playing their recorders and 56L for playing the 

Federation Bells.  

 

.  

 
 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH 

ORDERS 
Lunch orders are  

available from our service 

provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through 

an online service, details of 

which are available on our 

website or visit 

http://www.balancedliving

catering.com.au/school-

lunch-ordering.html 
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On Tuesday the school choirs performed at The Glen Shopping Centre in front of approximately 100 people which was just 

fantastic and a real thrill for the children and their families! Well done and thank you to Ms Bures, Ms Wang and the children 

in the Choir and Chinese choir for their wonderful performances.  

 

Wednesday was an amazing day for everyone as the Year 3 – 6 students participated in our annual Cross Country event at 

Larpent Reserve (in preparation for this Friday’s District Cross Country championships), the Year Prep to Two children were 

provided with the opportunity to complete an array of fitness and sport challenges on the oval and then the entire school had a 

joint BBQ. The afternoon was then spent preparing for Thursday’s Glen Waverley Primary School Giant Science Fair! Thank 

you and well done to Mr Warren for organising the Year 3 – 6 Cross Country and Mr Lewis the Year Prep to 2 sports carnival 

as they were both an enormous success and thoroughly enjoyed by all! 
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Thursday was another very exciting and truly inspirational day for all of us. We commenced with an Open Morning where 

approximately 200 parents filled our hall as we explained how the morning will proceed and why we have a strong focus on 

Science at our school. From 9:20 to approximately 10:00 parents and family members visited the Year Prep and One 

classrooms where the children showcased some of the really interesting Science experiments they have been completing and, 

more importantly, were able to articulate what they learnt from the experiments! I was so thrilled with the high level of 

knowledge demonstrated by the children as they clearly had a very deep understanding of the various scientific experiments 

they have been completing.  

 

From 10:00 to approximately 11:00, the adults then visited the Year 2 to 6 classrooms where the children presented their 

Science projects which they have been an integral component of our Home Learning program since the beginning of this term. 

And wow, we had so many extremely impressed adults as the children’s Science projects were simply amazing!  
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From 11:00 to approximately 11:30 the staff organised a wonderful morning tea for our parents just to say, “thank you” for 

supporting our school and the children with their learning! This too was an enormous success as so many parents, staff 

members and the Junior School Council enjoying a beautiful morning tea together!  

 

Over the next two hours our school was divided into two teams. Team A remained in their classrooms and presented to Team 

B who had the opportunity to walk throughout the school and view (actually their task was to ask lots of questions) about the 

projects. Over the next hour, Team B presented whilst Team A visited classrooms. This was a very successful and important 

part of the day as the children had the opportunity to not only demonstrate their projects but also, articulate the learning and 

scientific principles which apply to them.  

 

In the evening, we held our annual Open Night where parents were encouraged to visit all of the classrooms and see the 

fantastic science projects and also view the experiments our junior students were completing.  

 

This year’s Education Week theme was “Scientists Do Amazing Things” and we certainly had so many wonderful scientists 

in our school that DID so many amazing things! It was absolutely wonderful to see the vast array of scientific projects 

produced as they were all of a very high calibre. It was also obvious that the children thoroughly enjoyed the challenge of 

creating these projects and thrived in the opportunity to present them and the corresponding learning which went parallel 

with creating the projects.  

 

Just like the students, a large number of adults also completing amazing things last week! A sincere thank you to the 

numerous parents who assisted with the whole school BBQ. Cooking enough sausages and vegetable burgers for 600+ 

children, 50 staff and approx. 100 parents is an enormous task in itself and something which the staff, children and I really 

appreciate!  

 

At our school we are so fortunate to have an amazing staff who continually go well beyond what is expected for the 

betterment of our school community. During Education Week we have staff members order and pick up food, organise the 

BBQ, gas bottles, sporting events, choir performances, a special morning tea for parents, open their classrooms in the 

morning and evening etc etc etc. When you consider that all of this was completed during the period of time when we are 

writing reports it really demonstrates the quality of the staff at our school.   

 

On behalf of the school community, a sincere thank you to all of the staff at our wonderful school for the amazing effort they 

also put in during Education Week.  

 

I would like to complete this section of the newsletter by including an email from one of our parents: 

 

Dear Mr Catalano,  

 

Good afternoon! 

 

It was very inspiring to see young students tackle and enjoy tough concepts via some very exciting  

(and sometimes messy!) experiments. Their excitement was palpable and infectious and took most of us parents back to 

our student days. This is a great way to show students that science is fun, and it is wonderful for parents to see students 

enjoy their schoolwork with such whole heartedness.  

 

Hopefully this would become a permanent fixture in the GWPS annual events calendar.  

 

Kudos to the GWPS team for putting together this amazing science day.  

 

Thank you 

Cheers! 

 

Shivani 

Arjun’s Mum 1MB  

 

Thank you Shivani for the lovely sentiments and message. 
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Srihari in 5PA has posted his amazing science project on Youtube. To access it click on the following link: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvuI8abmMG0 

 

I have sent the link to some Principal colleagues and all of them have commented on how clever and amazing it is. Thank 

you Mohan (Hari’s father) for sending the link to me and I hope everyone enjoys it as much as I did!   

 

Thank you everyone for making sure Education Week was an enormous success at our school and we look forward to next 

year’s!  

 
Book Fair 

I hope everyone enjoyed this year’s Book Fair and thank you 

very much for making the time to visit it. We sold approximately 

$2, 000 worth of books which has enabled us to purchase books 

totally $650 for our school library. 

 

Every year we endeavour for it to coincide with Education Week 

and this year was no different except for the inclusion of a very 

special visitor who happened to make an appearance at last 

Monday’s assembly – much to the delight of the children! 

Clifford the dog spent a few days at our school in order to have 

his photo taken with over 200 children so we can raise money 

for the Deaf Foundation. Thank you to all of the families who 

supported this wonderful initiative, Joseph, Paige (our wonderful 

Library Captains) and their band of assistants, Kay our 

wonderful librarian for overseeing it and Ms Walsh (our budding 

staff photographer) for taking the photographs. We look forward 

to the photographs arriving very, very shortly!  

 
Thank you to the Gore Family 

Once again, we are extremely fortunate to have so many families 

who support our school in so many ways. Recently the Gore 

family donated a mini HiFi system which will get used 

extensively throughout our school. Thank you very much Neil, 

Manasi, Anika, Anushka and Dhruv for your very kind donation 

– we really appreciate you thinking of our school and for 

supporting us!  

 

Congratulations Appu 

At our school we are always look forward to hearing about the 

achievements of the children outside of school and then sharing 

this with the entire school community. Appu (Year Prep) is 

learning Indian Classical (Carnatic) Music from the MS.Jayshree 

Ramachandran (SaptaSwara School of Carnatic Music in, Glen 

Waverley). He joined the beginner's class in November 2013 and 

they held their annual concert on the 18th May at the Kel 

Watson Theatre, Forest Hill College, Burwood East.  

The Consul General of India Ms.Manika Jain was the chief 

guest. Appu's group started the program and they sang 4 songs. 

They were awarded a certificate of achievement for their 

excellent performance. It was given by the school as an 

encouragement to the students. 

This is a wonderful achievement Appu – well done and 

congratulations! Attached are some photographs of the 

wonderful evening.  

 

 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=Cp7uhRJJqk2Si5ZNQaqUAgJS8pOVStEIYwtDMoBTSi8DW_aXdWolnMeHc4hdj1RKZW-IbJ-Tidg.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3dLvuI8abmMG0
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Curriculum Day  

The Curriculum Day held on Friday 16
th
 May was another resounding success for our school as we continued to work with 

renowned Literacy consultant Steve Willy on redeveloping our whole school approach to Writing. As mentioned in the last 

newsletter, Steve was instrumental in assisting us in developing our school’s Reading program which has been an enormous 

success. On the day we revised the 6+ Traits of Writing and then decided to use the acronym VOICES to represent them. 

Naturally the acronym will form the heading for our Writing program just as CAFÉ does for our Reading program. The 

acronym can best be described in the following table: 

 

6+1 Traits of Writing  
 

Voice 
 

 
My writing has a 

personal tone 

Organization 
 

 
My writing has a 

structure 

Ideas 
 

 
My writing has a 

clear message 

Conventions 

 
My writing is 

mechanically correct 

Excellent Word 

Choice 
 

 
My writing has 

specific vocabulary 

Sentence 

Fluency 
 

 
My writing has a 

rhythm and flow 
Personification Strong intro, hook or lead Graphic organizers Editing Marks Use a thesaurus Read piece out loud 

Hyperbole Pre-plan for pacing Narrow the idea Use a dictionary Precise verbs Vary sentence 

beginnings 

Thought shots Sequencing details Explode the moment Read backwards Precise adjectives Vary sentence 

structure 

Snapshots Satisfying title Show, Don’t Tell Common/Proper Nouns Strong nouns Vary sentence 

length 

Dialogue Transitions Add details Common/Proper 

Adjectives 

Alliteration Vary transitions 

Imitating real-world 

voice 

Paragraphing Unique Ideas Commas Onomatopoeia Vary conjunctions 

Write from a 

different perspective 

Indentation Pick a genre Apostrophes Simile Play with sentence 

rhythm 

Convey emotion or 

passion 

Satisfying conclusion Pick a format Contractions Metaphor  

Set mood or tone 5 paragraph essay Topic lists Punctuating Dialogue Understand pronouns  

Persuade audience  Sensory details “To” “Two” “Too” Inventing words  

   “Their” “They’re” 

“There” 

Idioms  

   Edit with Red for 

punctuation 

Palindromes  

   Edit with Blue for 

spelling 

  

   Edit with Yellow for 

capitalization 
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AWARD 
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More visitors to our school  

For those who may not be aware, our school is considered a showcase school by the Department hence we are often 

asked to host various visitors. Last week we had a Principal from one of the schools in Oakleigh visit us as his school 

is about to embark on the process of reviewing their reading program, this week (on Tuesday) we had four Principals 

and two Senior Advisors (Area Managers) from schools in Wadonga and Wangaratta in our school as they were 

interested in seeing how we differentiate our lessons and teaching and learning programs.  

 

On Wednesday 11
th
 June we have the pleasure of hosting a Principal from India. Rashmi Mishri and ten other Indian 

principals are visiting Australia as part of an India/Australia school leadership exchange program. Rashmi is the 

Principal of a very large school (approximately 3,000 students) and is very keen to see how we use technology in our 

school. 

 

Naturally we should all be very proud and honoured to be considered a school that has the ability to demonstrate high 

level of collegiate learning and it is my hope that we can also develop links with the various schools in order for the 

students to assist one another with their learning.  
 
Enrolments  

I would like to remind families with children who will be beginning school in 2015 that we are taking enrolments now 

and that they are also closing rapidly with only a very small number of positions available as places are filling fast. 

Hence I strongly encourage you to ensure you return your child’s enrolment form to Jenny or Pam as soon as possible.  

 

We also ask that members of our school community assist us by informing any of their neighbours of the enrolment 

procedures and direct them to the office to collect an enrolment form or our school website – www.glenps.vic.edu.au . 

School tours are available every Tuesday morning commencing at 9:30 and also upon request.  Please call the school 

on 9802 9938 to book a tour. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 

RECENTLY:  
 

Prep CB: Cheniru for being very brave, Jordan, Malaky, Dennika, Vyshi, Aeryn, Dulcie and Elizabeth for 

fabulous writing about science day  

 

http://www.glenps.vic.edu.au/


29th May, 2014 Term 2, Issue 8 

Glen Waverley Primary School  774 High Street Road,  Glen Waverley   3150 

Ph: 9802 9938   Fax: 9886 1590   Email: glen.waverley.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au   Website: www.glenps.vic.edu.au 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Cont’d) 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS (Cont’d) 

 
Prep LT: Shreya also for being very brave  

Prep MT: Suprit and Noah for outstanding Maths work, 

Vineeth, Keen and Peta-Grace for being a wonderful friends 

 
1MB: Buwanaji for being very brave and Sayuri for being a 

wonderful friend, Sayuri (again), Resheen and Buwanaji 

(again) for singing a song to their class and Sayuni for making 

wonderful choices 

 

2PS: Esther for making Mr Catalano a wonderful loom band, 

Karina for being a wonderful friend, Harani and Akshala for 

fabulous work that depicted how water gets from the sky to our 

taps  

2ND: Ally, Anujana and Radith for excellent English work on 

"trading words" which are also featured in the Kids’ Corner 

section of our newsletter, Radith (again) for being an excellent 

helper, Sandhi for receiving the Terrifc Kids award for Term 

One (unfortunately she was overseas and we haven’t been able to 

take a photograph of Sandhi with her trophy until now), Bilaal 

for wonderful “veracious reading” and Yenula for being a very 

responsible member of our school community 

 
3DJ: Jay for making wonderful progress with his English skills  

3KC: Umaiza for completing a fabulous front cover for her 

writers notebook and Dini for being a great friend  

 

4MK: Uvindee, Sonal, Shardul and Rahal for making a very 

clever tower using MAB blocks in Maths. The tower was 40 

“floors” tall and 25 cm in height  

4SD: Deni, Tharushi and Aksaya for being very responsible 

and mature members of our school community.  

 

56L: Kyrylo for being a very responsible member of our school 

community, Cheyenne for being an amazing school helper and 

Sam and Deetya for creating a wonderful Science projects  

5JT: Vehan for being a very responsible member of our school 

community 

5PA: Hari for a wonderful and very creative recording of his 

rocket project 

5SR: Kelvin also for being a very responsible member of our 

school community  

6SY: Kin, Joseph and Robin for being amazing school helpers  

 

 PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 
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BIRTHDAYS  
 

Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrated their  

special day during the first half of June:   

 

Prep CB: Kusal 

Prep LT: Ramika and Kevin 

Prep OA: Sahil 

Prep MT: Keen and Mansi 

1MB: Aahana 

1SR: Sanulya and Ryan  

2PS: Chathu and Vani 

3DJ: Dinuli, Lily and Kashish  

34S: Sithmi, Abi, Pranav and Matthew  

4KB: Roy, Gina and Sajeev  

56L: Krittika  

6CG: Seniya  

6LT: Samarth  

6SY: Olivia Y 

 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy fortnight,  

Frank Catalano 

Principal 
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The Kids Corner section of this fortnight’s newsletter has been written by Anujana, Ally and Radith in Year 2. This 

fortnight they are sharing the reading strategy “Trade a Word”. The concept behind this learning task is for the children to 

expand their word knowledge by substituting a word found in the book they are reading with other words from the 

dictionary, thesaurus and from other sources which has the same meaning! 

 

Ally and Anujana – Text used: “Victoria’s Zoo” Radith – Text used “Kangaroo” 

Words in the book Words we traded Words in the book Words we traded 

Vibrant Beautiful and pretty Rage Angry and furious 

Manifest Apparent and Evident  Fierce Scary, strong and brave 

Philosophical Theory Clumsy Lazy and silly 

Articulated Speak clearly  Explore Trip 

Vigour Energy Together  Us 

Opportunities  Getting a go Knocking  Push 

Enlarge  Getting bigger Hungry Starving 

Ambassadors Important people  Looking  Finding  
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DAMIEN 

KITCH 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S 

REPORT 

Promoting Academic Achievement- What Can Families do to Help? 
 
Last Thursday May 22nd, our school held a “Science Open Day/Night” providing our students with the 
wonderful opportunity to showcase their scientific talents to our school community. The entire day and 
evening was a huge success. The amount of pride, knowledge and insightful learning which the students 
displayed was nothing short of outstanding!  
This day was a clear indication that as a school community we are working together to promote academic 
achievement across the curriculum and to provide each and every student with the opportunity to achieve 
success. As parents and families you play a vital role in setting your students up for success.  
As parents we are often looking for tips and ideas of how to further promote academic, social and emotional 
growth in our children. Sometimes it can be hard to know where to go for help that is realistic and manageable 
with our often busy daily schedules.  
To provide parents with some direction, the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development have 
produced a brilliant resource titled “201 Literacy and Maths Tips to Help Your Child”.  This publication is 
tailored to each year level, from Prep- Year 6 and has many practical tips and ideas that promote rich and 
meaningful learning. To assist families the publication has been published in a number of languages.  
The publication identifies that “Families are the first and most enduring influence on a child’s development and 
play an important role in a child’s learning. Developing strong skills in reading, writing and maths is critical to 
ensure your child’s success in early learning and beyond. You can make a difference by supporting what your 
child learns at school and helping them to learn at home.” 

The 201 Literacy and Maths Tips to Help Your Child booklet provides handy hints and ways you can help your 
child develop literacy and maths skills. It provides practical activities for you do with your child at home and 
questions you can ask your child to help them learn. 

I strongly recommend that when looking for ideas you visit the resource on the link below:  
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/literacynum.aspx  
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Hands On Science Incursion 
OMT 

 
This Term OMT is learning about ‘Weather’ and as part of our 
unit we had the wonderful opportunity to have an incursion. 

The incursion was very interesting because the science 
teachers taught us lots. We learnt about how wind and rain 

are made, how salt water evaporates, how the Earth’s 
movement affects the weather and so much more. Our 

wonderful science teachers even let us be scientists and we 
got to do cool experiments. It was lots of FUN!!! 

 
Written by OMT and Mrs. Tzialis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
We are having FUN in PMP…… 

 
As part of our Health and Physical Education Program the 

Foundation Students have commenced the PMP (Perceptual 
Motor Program) this term.  Each Wednesday morning the 

children are given experiences in seeing, hearing, touching, 
processing, making perceptual judgments and reacting through 
carefully sequenced activities. These include running, hopping, 

skipping, jumping, balancing, crawling, climbing, throwing, 
catching, bowling and sliding, whilst using a variety of physical 

apparatus. Here are some photos of the children  
enjoying PMP. 

 
Michelle Tzialis and Jackie Gilbert 

PMP Coordinators 
 

 

 

 



 

Prep – 2 Fitness Challenge & Year 3-6 Fun Run 

 
What a wonderful day the Prep–2 Fitness Challenge and Year 3-6 Fun Run turned out to be. The Year 3-

6 students had their event first, as they made the short walk down to Larpent Reserve. We were again 

very lucky to have the sun shining and perfect running conditions. The 8-10 years olds started first by 

attempting to complete a 1km run (2 laps).  Next it was the 11 year old students who attempted a 1.5km 

run, and finally the 12 year old students completed a 2km run. Given that most students had completed 

an 800m run at the Athletics Day plus the additional practice they had received during their PE lessons, 

most students were able to complete the course without slowing to a walk which was very pleasing. The 

top ten finishers in each race have now moved on to represent our school at the Syndal District Cross 

Country event at Jells Park on Friday 30
th

 May – we wish them all the best.  

 

After recess, it was the turn of the Prep to Grade two students to participate in their special fitness 

challenge on the school oval. Each student was placed into their grade and house group before 

participating in six different sporting and fitness activities including a controlled and paced jog around 

the oval. There were plenty of smiles, a little bit of sweat and a whole lot of determination shown. Our 

big day then concluded with the Community Relations team running a huge BBQ where all students 

came together to enjoy lunch on the oval. Although the day’s events took the students away from their 

usual classroom routine, we certainly feel that the day and the focus on participation, persistence, 

teamwork and trying your best in a sporting environment was more than worthwhile. My sincere 

gratitude goes out to the Community Relations team for all of their organisation and hard work with 

running the BBQ. I’m now looking forward to a possible Teachers v Students Soccer match towards the 

end of term to celebrate the beginning of the Soccer World Cup.   





The advertisements in this newsletter are in good faith but no responsibility as to the quality of the 

products or services offered is accepted by the school. 

 
 

Special offer - 50% off any service  

for Mums and Dads 

Wednesday to Friday when making 

Appointments with Louise 
 

Special -  Kids cuts $10 
 

To make an appointment please call 9803 5000! 
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