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What do you do when you read…?

A newspaper

A Magazine

Novels

TV guides

Shopping lists

Letter from the bank
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We read for many reasons.

 However, children begin reading to:

 meet adult expectations

 mimic the behaviour of others

 understand information

 extend their knowledge

 find enjoyment/ be entertained 

They continue reading when 

 it’s enjoyable

 they are in control

 they are supported by teachers and parents 

 they have appropriate books (just right books)

 they have opportunities for practice and positive feedback 
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Expect what they read will make 
sense

Predict what is to come based on 
their understanding of the content, 
knowledge of language and the 
information contained in the print

Comprehend the text 

- About the text

- Beyond the text

They draw/write down their 
thinking (“tracking” their thinking)

Comprehend, are accurate and 
fluent 
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The Victorian Curriculum focuses on students 
“understanding, interpreting, critically analysing, reflecting 
upon, and enjoying written and visual, print and non-print 
texts. Our reading program includes:

Modelled Reading

 by the teacher

 Stories, serials, information texts etc.

Shared Reading

 students reading with the teacher

 big books, charts, poems, class stories etc.

Guided Reading

 students reading with the teacher’s support.

Partner Reading

 Collaborative reading/sharing the reading and listening

Independent Reading

 individual and group –based tasks, class library etc.
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 Home Reading should include:

Modelled Reading

 A parent reading to the child.

 Stories, serials, information texts etc.

Shared Reading

 Students reading with a parent.

 Recipes, instructions, bedtime stories etc.

Guided Reading

 Students reading with parents. Reading school, local municipal and 
personal libraries.

Independent Reading

 Students reading independently or to a parent. Take home books, 
personal library etc.
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What should my child read?

 Use take-home books or let your child re-read old favourites.

 Take home books should help build your child’s reading confidence

When and where?

 Make a regular time and place.

 Up to 15 minutes daily is enough (if they’d like to go longer, let them!)

 Your child holds the book AND turns the pages. 

 Your child points to the words.

 Avoid distractions such as TV, siblings, other audiences.

 Make it a positive and stress-free experience.

Who?

 Decide on one or two adults and maintain that routine.

How?

 Use the 4 P’s.
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 Reading with, reading to and reading by your child is one of the most 
important and rewarding experiences of childhood. However, your child 
may borrow take home books which are unfamiliar or contain some 
challenging text. 

 Glen Waverley Primary school uses the 4 P’s (Prepare, Pause, Prompt 
and Praise) in our school Reading program, and we highly recommend it 
as a simple and helpful structure for home reading.
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Prepare your child before reading:

 Discuss the title or ask the child to predict 
what the text might contain.

 Encourage the child to look through the 
book at the pictures before reading.

 Include some of the words used in the book 
in your discussion, particularly the phrases 
that are repeated. Do this without reading 
the text.

 Occasionally read the text, or parts of it, to 
the child.
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 Everyone needs ‘thinking time’ to work things out, 
especially in reading:

 Wait 10 seconds, when the child stops reading at a 
certain word, even if an error has been made, then 
prompt if needed.

 Don’t interrupt the flow of the reading, unless the child 
appeals or asks for help.

 It is not necessary to correct all errors made by 
readers.

 Remember that readers often correct errors much later 
in the book, not at the point of error.

 Wait until the book is finished to draw attention to one 
or two important errors.
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 Prompts encourage the child to develop a self-
improving system whilst reading. Allow children to make 
errors, just as they did when learning to talk.

 Use prompts only when needed to avoid dependence 
on them.

 Wait 10 seconds and then prompt if necessary.

 Rather than simply correcting for the child, prompts 
encourage him/her to search for information and solve 
problems.
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 Children need to understand the things they have done well.

 Give specific praise about the way they;

 Organise themselves.  

 “It’s great you have your book ready to read.”

 Look at the pictures. 

 “I like the way you looked at the picture to find out…”

 Attempt a word.  

 “I liked the way you looked at that letter to work out that tricky word.”

 Re-read. 

 “I like how you read that again to check that it made sense.

 Self-correct their reading 

 “I liked how you read that again and now it makes sense” or “the words look 
right”

 Read with expression 

 “You are reading just like a talker”
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Competent readers learn how and where to: 

 Search for cues or information

 Cross-check information.

 Confirm whether their attempts are correct.

 This involves a complex cognitive process, 
focused on written text with unfamiliar 
conventions,

Be patient.

Encourage.

Support.
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To develop Early reading behaviours:

 Read it with your finger.

 Look at the picture.

 Did it match?

 Do you think it looks like cat?

To develop self-monitoring or checking behaviours:

 Where is the tricky word?

 What did you notice?

 Does it look right?

 Does it make sense?

 Could it be horse or house?

 It could be cat, but look right through the word.
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1. Pause first...your child might not need help!
• Try not to make assumptions about what’s happening inside the reader’s 

head.

2. See your child’s classroom teacher.

3. See myself, Anat Garzber (English leader) or Samantha Matsoukas
(Prep English leader)

4. Talk with Lyn Clugg (Reading recovery teacher)

But please remember we are listening to your child read too!

My email address:   lewis.roland.r@edumail.vic.gov.au

Thanks and happy reading!
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 A place for students to collect writing “seeds”

 Allows students to experiment with “low stakes writing”

 May include: Movie tickets, photographs, magazine cut outs, 
drawings, small writing samples, 

 Some ideas are developed, some are abandoned, some are 
revisited at a later date. 

 It gives students ownership over their writing an allows 
them to explore their own interests as a writer.
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The Repertoire Approach
 Phonics – using the sounds that letters or combinations of 

letters make.

 Visual – using visual memory of what words look like.

 Morphology – using the meaning of words and word parts to 
help spell unfamiliar words.

 Etymology – understanding the origin of words so as to apply 
the correct spelling rules to that word.
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 Learning the most common sounds of each letter is the first and 
most crucial step.

 Spelling lists, practice and testing.
 Partner testing

 Use in writing

 Look, Say, Name, Cover, Write, Check

 Spelling inquiries
 An inquiry and problem solving approach to spelling encourages 

an interest in words and how they are constructed, as students 
become actively involved in making discoveries about words and 
their spelling.

 Does ‘ch’ always say /ch/?

 Chip and chase vs chef and chemist
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If you are available to help with reading to 
and with children in the classroom, please 
talk to your child’s classroom teacher.

Your help is much appreciated by teachers 
and the children.

Apply for a free Working With Children’s 
Check” at your local post office.  It’s quick 
and easy.
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