
 

Languages Policy 
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PURPOSE: 

This Languages Policy is to guide the teaching of languages other than English (previously known as LOTE). 

The understanding and appreciation of different cultures plays an essential role when connecting with our 

intercultural society. This policy is written to guide the teaching and learning of Language (Mandarin) at Glen 

Waverley Primary School. 

GUIDELINES: 

Mandarin is the current language for study in the language program. It aims to provide students with the 

opportunity to enhance the development of Mandarin linguistic and communication skills while building 

cultural knowledge and awareness in a learning environment designed to immerse students in a language 

other than English. In this way, language learning contributes to the development of interculturally aware 

citizens, an increasingly important quality at a time of rapid and deep globalisation. Acquisition of more than 

one language enriches personal growth and helps facilitate international understanding. (AusVELS curriculum) 

The aim of the Language program is to; 

 Provide students with opportunity to learn a language in addition to English, and increase the awareness 
of the way language works. 
 

 Develop targeted language skills in writing, speaking, reading and listening, and engage students in 
meaningful and authentic tasks incorporating ICT and latest learning technologies. 

 Embed inquiry learning, critical thinking and stimulate the development of reflective skills and creativity 
through the learning of languages. 

 Develop students’ understanding of the intercultural community and of the wider society, building an 
appreciation and respect for people belonging to cultures different to their own. 

 Enhance student’s self-esteem and gain personal confidence through learning a language other than 
English. 

 
The Languages Curriculum (Mandarin) has been designed to focus equally on; 

 Language or communication skills (content required for Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing in 
Mandarin)  

 Intercultural knowledge (exploring Chinese Culture, History and Geography) 
 

IMPLEMENTATION: 
 
The Mandarin program’s development and implementation is based on the whole school Global Education 
priorities (as outlined in the Curriculum Policy) and supported by the Australian Curriculum in Victorian 
(AusVELS)  
 
 The Mandarin program is an integral part of the school curriculum. 

 Mandarin study for each student will be timetabled for 60 minutes per week.  

 The Mandarin program will be planned to cater for the identified needs of each student.  

 Student progress in Mandarin will be reported against AusVELS standards in the end of year Academic 

Report.  



 

 

Timetabling: 
 

The teaching of Mandarin is timetabled to occur in all the classes from Prep to Year 6 for 60 minutes per week. 
The curriculum is integrated with whole school one year inquiry curriculum and based upon the outcomes 
contained within the Australian Curriculum in Victorian (AusVELS), with the aim to enhance the learning of 
other areas of the curriculum.  
 

 
 
Planning: 

 
The planning of Mandarin at the School collectively addresses; 

 Links to the whole school inquiry curriculum  
 Skills and Competencies as outlined in the scope and sequence of Australian Curriculum- Language 

http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Languages/Curriculum .  
 Historical, Social & Cultural context, similarities and differences 

Teaching and learning is scaffolded.  The Mandarin programme links to units of inquiry undertaken in the 
classroom where appropriate. It is sequential and allows for the development and realistic acquisition of oral, 
written and visual language skills. Students are guided as they reflect on their learning in order to deepen their 
understanding of the Chinese language and culture. In this way, Mandarin learning contributes to the 
development of intercultural global contributors. 
 
 
Lesson Structure:  
 
The whole school’s instructional model “The Gradual Release of Responsibility” is utilised to structure a 
Mandarin lesson and overall Program.  Teaching and learning tasks are incorporated that focus on 
differentiated strategies to meet the specific learning needs of students across the range of abilities. 

 
Each language lesson is to be taught based upon the Gradual Release of Responsibility and may include 

 
The Warm-Up: (5 minutes) 
Warm up and set up the learning intention: 
WALT and WILF  
 
The  whole class lesson: (5 – 10 minutes) 
Focus on the language skills and cultural 
awareness 
 
The Learning Task:(25 – 35 minutes) 
Differentiated learning tasks to meet the 
various learning abilities 
 
Share/Reflection: (5 – 15 minutes) 
Reflect on learning and share: TIB 

 
 
 

 
Assessment and Reporting: 
 
The assessment and reporting of Mandarin is to be conducted in line with the Assessment and Reporting 
Schedule. Mandarin learning tasks that reflect the topics being studied, and are appropriate to each child’s 
ability, will form a component of each student’s portfolio in the first semester. Student progress in Mandarin 
learning will be reported at the end of year academic reports. 

 
 
 

http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Languages/Curriculum


 
RELATED LEGISLATION: 
 
Australian Curriculum http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/  
AusVELS (Languages): http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Languages/Overview/Introduction 

The Australian Curriculum in Victoria (AusVELS) has been written to equip young Australians with the skills, 
knowledge and understanding that will enable them to engage effectively with and prosper in a globalised 
world. Students will gain personal and social benefits, be better equipped to make sense of the world in which 
they live and make an important contribution to building the social, intellectual and creative capital of our 
nation. 

 
 
RELATED POLICIES: 
 
Curriculum Policy 

 
 
POLICY EVALUATION: 
 
Evaluation will be conducted annually by the Languages teacher with the support of the Curriculum 
Team. 
 
DUE DATE FOR REVIEW: 
 
Due for review in 2016 

http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Languages/Overview/Introduction

