
 

Important Dates For Your Diary 

March 

23rd  Chess 

24th  District Athletics – Selected Students 

28th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

28th  After School Mandarin Yrs 1-2 

29th  School Photo Day – Whole School 

29th  Coding 

30th  Chess 

31st  LAST DAY OF TERM 1 

 STUDENTS DISMISSED AT 2:30 

 

April 

18th  FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 

21st  Hands on Science Incursion Yr 2 

25th  ANZAC DAY – NO SCHOOL 

26th  CURRICULUM DAY – NO SCHOOL 

28th  Interschool Sports Yr 6

  

May 

2nd  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

3rd  Prime Science Yr 6 

3rd  Coding 

4th  Chess 

5th  Interschool Sports Yr 6 

9th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

9th  NAPLAN Yrs 3&5 

10th  NAPLAN Yrs 3&5 

10th  Chess 

11th  NAPLAN Yrs 3&5 

12th  Interschool Sports Yr 6 

16th  SMART8 Yrs 3-6 

17th  Coding 

18th  Chess 

18th  VSSS Dance 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School 
Community, 
 
Welcome to the final newsletter for Term One – I’m 
sure you would agree, where has the term gone? 
 
As usual we have another very exciting and information 
packed newsletter in order to share the many 
marvellous things which have occurred at our 
wonderful school over the past fortnight such as:  
 
Congratulations to Miss Teoh 
On Wednesday 15th March Miss Teoh (Mrs. Chau) 
proudly welcomed Levi, weighing a very healthy 2.63kg, 
to their family and also the Glen Waverley Primary 
School family. Everyone is doing well and Miss Teoh 
looks forward to bringing Levi to school in the very near 
future.  
 

Welcome to Jeff de Villa and Andrew (Andy) Platt 
I am thrilled to acknowledge the arrival of: 
- Jeff de Villa, who is our Acting Assistant Principal at 

least until the end of Semester One (replacing Mr. 
Kitch whilst Damien is at Knox Central PS). Jeff was 
previously at Birmingham PS which is also another 
CIS school. Please refer to his introduction 
contained within the newsletter. 

- Andrew Platt has been a Maintenance Engineer for 
many years and I am thrilled to have his expertise, 
skills, passion and knowledge within our school as 
our Facilities Manager.  

 
Jeff and Andy have already made extremely positive 
contributions to our school which is just fabulous and a 
credit to both of them. 
 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Situated in the West Wing on the School Grounds 

Open Monday between 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Wednesday between 8:15 – 9:30 

Closed Public Holidays and School Holidays 

Orders may be left with the office 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Balance Living 

Catering five days a week. 

Ordering is done through an online service, details of which are 

available on our website or visit 

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/ 

school-lunch-ordering.html 
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Cultural Diversity Week – “Our Journey, Our Stories” (to Glen Waverley Primary School) 
It certainly has been a very exciting build up to this year’s Cultural Diversity week. The reactions to the teacher’s home 
learning tasks has been amazing and the children’s (and parental) home learning tasks has also been fabulous! A sincere 
thank you to the families who completed the task as it is extremely important that we share, acknowledge and celebrate the 
wonderful cultures that make up our Internationally Accredited and very multicultural school. 
 
The Glen Waverley PS Multicultural Week celebrations included: 
Monday – a special assembly filled with lots of performances 
Tuesday – Harmony Day. The children and staff were dressed in Orange or their national dress 
Wednesday – Twilight Sports. Wow, what a fantastic night of family fun, laughter and encouragement! 
Thursday – the children participated in Class Buddy tasks with a multicultural learning intention  
 
During the week, we displayed the “Our Journey, Our Stories” (to Glen Waverley Primary School) home learning tasks 
throughout the school. These will soon be collated and made into books so we can keep and share for many years to come.  

 
Twilight Sports 
Wow, what a fabulous night the 2017 Twilight Sports was! It was just amazing to see the children, parents and staff involved 
in various sporting events whilst having so much fun! A sincere thank you to everyone for your fabulous contribution and to 
our amazing PE teachers (Anna Hardy and Jason McCormick) for their incredibly organisation.  

 
Cultural Diversity Week Poster Competition 
The Multicultural Commission of Victoria hold an annual poster competition and we are very proud to report that, once 
again, some of our children have won prizes. Congratulations and well done to: 
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Hishan (Year 1) – first prize in the Year Prep and 1 category 
 
Buwanaji (Year 4) – first prize in the Year 2 – 4 category  
 
Amali (Year 2) – runner up in the Year 2 – 4 category 
 
The children and their families have been invited to a 
special ceremony at Federation Square this Saturday and 
we hope to share some of the photographs from this 
experience in our next newsletter. 
 
Congratulations Hishan, Buwanaji and Amali, what a 
fantastic effort and a lovely way of completing Cultural 
Diversity Week at our school. We are all so, so, so proud of 
you!  

 

Congratulations to the following children 
Last Friday Alex (Year 5) competed in the Divisional Swimming championships and 
finished a very commendable 6th with a time of 37.59 which is almost 2 seconds 
better than his previous time of 39.69 (his PB – personal best). Well done and 
congratulations Alex as we are all extremely proud of you! 
 
On Sunday 12th March Afsheen (Year 2) competed in the Weet-Bix Tryathlon which 
comprised of swimming 75 meters, bike riding 3km and running 500m.  Afsheen 
stated that she really enjoyed the challenges, it was quite difficult however can’t wait 
to compete in next year’s event! 
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Facilities Update 
Work on our new portable has continued with earnest over the past fortnight. The tradespeople have been very busy 
installing a landing, balustrades and concrete pathing.  Fingers crossed that these works will be completed by the end of the 
month!   

 

We’re in the News – again! 
Last week a photographer from the Herald Sun newspaper visited our school in order to take some photos of Jaz and the 
children in 6A. On Saturday an article was published with a wonderful photo of Jaz, Kertik and Diya which encourages others 
to be Puppy Raisers. A copy of the article is included for your enjoyment and once again, congratulations to Ms. Rennie and 
6A for this fabulous service learning initiative.  
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Curriculum Day 
As you would be aware, last Friday we held our second Curriculum Day for the year and covered the following concepts: 

- Learning Intentions and Success Criteria 
- Maths Pacing Calendars and 
- Spelling. 

Please refer to Mrs. Gough’s piece as she provides everyone with a comprehensive overview of the day.   

 

School Council Elections  
Once again a sincere thank you to the numerous families who completed the ballot for this year’s School Council election 
process. I am extremely pleased to announce the 2017 Glen Waverley Primary School Council consists of the following 
people: 
 
Parent representatives: 
Jyothsna Rama Rao, Savitha Krishnappa, Alan Williams, Hayley Ho, Dilum De Silva, Nuwan Ranasingha,  
Paul Van Den Bergen, Deepa Damle and Rajan Anandasivam 
 
Staff representatives: 
Sarah Donald, Jeff de Villa, Andrea Lowe and Lisa Gough. 
 
Office Bearer Positions are as follows: 
 
President:   Dr. Paul van den Bergen 
Vice President:  Dr. Jyothsna Rama Rao 
Treasurer:   Savitha Krishnappa 
Secretary:  Lisa Gough  
 
Thank you and best wishes to everyone involved with our School Council as I am certain 
 it will be another marvellous year.  

 

Curriculum Day is a day for “Teacher School” 
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Next Friday 
Please be aware of the following issues pertaining to next Friday (31st March):  
 

 Next Friday is the final day of Term One and the children will be dismissed at 2:30 pm.  

 Our After School Care Program will subsequently commence from 2:30.  

 The last day of each term is also a “free dress” day and there is no cost involved to participate  

 An end of term assembly will be held (weather permitting) outside the Early Learning Centre from 1:35 where the 
following will occur: 
- Mr. Jacobs will shave his hair as he is completing the Leukaemia Foundation’s “World’s Greatest Shave” 

fundraising event and  
- The Term One Kiwanis Club Terrific Kids and Principal Learning Award recipients will be announced.  
If the weather is not suitable for an outdoor assembly, then a modified assembly will be held in the hall consisting of 
the children who are to receive an award and Mr. Jacobs.  

 Child care (Vacation Care) is available throughout the forthcoming holidays at our school. Please see Grace or 
Meetha (our Out of School Hours Coordinators) to make the necessary arrangements or our website: 
www.glenps.vic.edu.au  and follow the links to Before and After School Care.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
Prep A 

 Fin for making fantastic progress with his understanding of letters  

 Shenuri for being a very helpful member of our school community  
Prep B 

 Mikaela for completing amazing home learning about the solar system Meheka for being a great friend  
Prep C 

 Deneth for being a great friend  
 

1A 

 Hishan for making fabulous progress with 
his counting skills  

1B 

 Krisha for writing and amazing recount about 
the History in the Box incursion which is 
featured in the Kids Corner section of the 
newsletter  

1C 

 Hardhik for being a fabulous member of our 
school community by cleaning the school 
yard  

1D 

 Kade for writing an amazing book about 
how to be friendly, make sensible choices 
and also include other children  

 Thiyansa and Lehara for being amazing 
helpers in our school library  

1E 

 Sethumi, Cyrus, Nikhil, Eva, Reyansh and 
Zachary L for writing amazing recounts about 
the History in a Box incursion  

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

AWARD 

http://www.glenps.vic.edu.au/
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY:  
 
2B 

 Isaaq for being a fantastic school helper  

 Aki and Parin for being really responsible and honest members of our school community  
2D 

 Kiya for being a fabulous school helper 

 Michelle for writing an amazing reount about her trip to Sydney 

 Madelyn for being a fantastic friend  
2E 

 Anuki for writing a fantastic recount about the RACV incursion  

 Manula and Okith for being great friends  

 Manula for making excellent progress with his Maths  
 
3C 

 Neil, Adhyan, Archit and Nithilan for completing amazing home learning  

 Marcus and Ganuli for completing a wonderful Cultural Diversity week poster involving the Aboriginal flag 
and also the flag of their own cultures  

3D 

 Anya for being a fabulous school helper  
 
4A 

 Seven for making a very advanced aeroplane using lego  

 Brandon for being a great friend  
4C 

 Anvi, Simar and Dhiya for performing an amazing magic trick with cards  
4D: 

 Chanel and Ranudhi for being really responsible members of our school community  
4E 

 Keisha for being a fabulous school helper  

 Keisha and Brian for writing fabulous memoirs which involved "Think Shots" and "Snap Shots"  
 
5A 

 Hridya for being a fabulous school helper 
5B 

 Vanessa and Ally for writing “hooking build-ups” in their narratives as featured in the Kids Corner  
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to the following students who celebrated their special day 
during the second half of March:   

 

Prep B: Ileesha  
Prep C: Vedanth 
Prep D: Mithul 
Prep E: Aahan 
1B: Jordan and Quin 
1C: Aletea 
1D: Shavini 
2B: Ivan and Ella  
2D: Yenuka 
2E: Ananya and Nivritti 
3A: Hasaru and Marilyn 
3B: Diya 
3D: Elijah, Nuoyan, Cheniru  
       and Hansalee 
4A: Harunyah 
4B: Ken Ji 
4C: Amrish and Raushan 
4D: Venu, Julia and Elaine  
4E: Chanu 
5C: Kavi 
6A: Jess 
6C: Chin and Esther  
6D: Nicki and Joyce  

 

 

Happy holidays everyone! 
For the members of our school community who are travelling, please do so safely and for the families who 
celebrate Easter, may I take this opportunity to wish you a very Happy Easter. 
 
Take care everyone and I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 18th April, if not earlier.  
 

 
Frank Catalano 
Principal  

 



CURRICULUM CORNER 
 

 

 

I think many members of our community will be fully aware of my mantra, that Glen Waverley Primary School is a 

“Community of Learners”. I love being a learner, how exciting to know that I have so much left in my life to learn, even 

things that have not been developed/discovered or imagined yet. Long gone is the belief that teachers should be set apart 

from students as vessels of finite knowledge – that sounds more like the role of a computer to me! 

 

At our Curriculum Day, we focused on three main areas that we identified when preparing our School’s Strategic Plan last 

year. 

1. On-going school improvement 

One of the many reasons we have aligned our school with the rigorous process of becoming an accredited member of 

the Council of International Schools, is that we share the same belief – that is, irrespective of how highly successful a 

school may be, it must always strive to find ways to be even better. So how does this link to our work on Curriculum 

Day? 

We know the impact explicit language, intentions and assessment has on student learning. We have embedded these 

elements at our school, however, how can we deepen this practice? On our Curriculum Day, we examined ways to 

incorporate a more sophisticated vocabulary as a tool for deepening student understanding of these concepts. We 

discussed and refined our whole school approach to the use of Learning Intentions (many students know this as WALT 

– We Are Learning To) and Success Criteria (many students know this as WILF – What I’m Looking For). This work 

directly links to our school’s Philosophy; 

1. Students are at the centre of everything we do. 

2. Building staff capacity is Paramount. 

3. Everything we do is based on research and a Whole School Approach. 

2. Using “Big Questions” to drive unit planning 

While embedding the new Mathematics Victorian Curriculum, we spent part of the day shifting away from a Term 

Planner for Maths, opting instead for a more detailed Unit Planner. To ensure that all students are engaged in 

challenging, developmentally appropriate learning, the unit planner continues to outline content that matches the 

skills of individual members of a class, but it also prioritises exploration of bigger picture questions such as “Why do we 

need numbers?”, or “how does an array deepen my understanding of multiplication?”. 

3. Personalised approaches to learning 

Big picture questions can drive an entire unit of learning in Mathematics, or, can be equally proficient as driving an 

individual lesson for an individual student in spelling. We spent time on the Curriculum Day examining the 

development of students’ capacity AND understanding of spelling. The use of Etymology# is often overlooked, and a 

“Big Question” can support a student to examine word origins more deeply, making lasting connections to how word 

fragments have originated.  (# Etymology - The study of the origin of words and the way in which their meanings have 

changed throughout history. (Oxford Dictionaries) 

 

I strongly suggest you have a look at the following YouTube clips – guaranteed to make you smile! 

Making Sense of Spelling - Gina Cooke   https://youtu.be/0mbuwZK0lr8 
English Is Crazy   https://youtu.be/ZXa8cO9mXFk 

Impulsive, In Plain English (Example of Inquiry Approach with a “Big Question”)   https://youtu.be/aLXSxb0gFEs 
 

Kindest Regards, 

Lisa Gough   -   Assistant Principal (Curriculum) 
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“Alone we can do so little; together we can do  

so much”                                              -    Helen Keller 

On Friday 10th March, we had our second Curriculum Day for 2017. I often describe to students that a 

Curriculum Day is a day for “teacher school” to which I often receive very puzzled facial expressions! 

 

https://youtu.be/0mbuwZK0lr8
https://youtu.be/ZXa8cO9mXFk
https://youtu.be/aLXSxb0gFEs


 

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
- JEFF DE VILLA                                                        
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Dear Parents, 

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself to the Glen Waverley PS community. 

My name is Jeff de Villa, and I am the new Acting Assistant Principal.  

I am proud to be part of Glen Waverley PS’s community where all students, staff and parents 

are valued, and to be part of the school’s ongoing commitment to student learning, 

interculturalism, and whole school improvement. 

 

 

I was born and raised in Toronto, Canada, and my background is Filipino. My parents were primary school teachers and 

grandfather was a primary school principal in the Philippines.

I moved to Melbourne in 2007 and I have been teaching for 13 years. I have a Bachelors of Arts degree - majored in 

Political Science - International Relations, and minor in Geography. I attained my teaching training degree at La Trobe 

University.  

One of my passions outside of school life is fly fishing. I was fortunate to be taught by my wife’s father who was a Pro fly 

fisher who represented Australia in the 1990s. I also enjoy athletics and partaking in local and interstate events such as 

Run Melbourne, City to Sea and Gold Coast Airport Marathon to set personal fitness goals and maintain general fitness.   

I am a new dad and have a beautiful 9 month old daughter named Annika.  

I taught in London, England for 3 years and was the ICT coordinator where I led best practice and imbedding information 

technologies throughout the curriculum. Upon settling in Melbourne, I taught at Manchester PS, Mooroolbark, where I 

taught Years 3 to 6 and was involved in many whole school initiatives such ICT, improving instructional practice, taking 

Teaching Professional Leave (TPL) to investigate and implement inquiry learning, and assessment and reporting. In 2013 

I was appointed Leading Teacher at Birmingham PS in charge of assessment and reporting where I trained, and built staff 

and student capacity to effectively inform, reflect and improve student learning. I later pursued and became the 

Numeracy Leader in charge of best practice and whole school approaches to student learning.  

In 2014-16, I was instrumental in leading Birmingham PS through the rigorous Council of International Schools (CIS) 

accreditation process meeting all 65 agreed standards of governance, philosophy, curriculum, staffing, community life, 

resources and student services.  

Through my experience and ongoing commitment to student learning, I am looking forward to supporting the learning 
and well-being of students and staff here at Glen Waverly PS, and building a partnership with families and the wider 
school community. I am always approachable and I have an open door policy.  Please do approach me for a quick chat, 
or if you have any questions or concerns because I want to best support you and your family. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Jeff de Villa 







Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Glen Waverley Primary School is excited to be 
participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading 
for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of 
books by 8 September 2017. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. 
Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and 
can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your child‘s name to appear 
on the Honour Roll, please sign the form sent home from your child’s teacher and return it to your school. 
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The “Kids’ Corner” section of our school newsletter provides the opportunity 
 for the children to showcase their talents or communicate something special   
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The Kids Corner section of this fortnight’s newsletter has been written by: 

 

On the 8th March, 1E, 1B and 1A went to an incursion which was in the hall. Barry and Cyndal 
talked all about the olden days. 
 
Some of the children got to dress up and say some old fashioned things. After lots of 
information, we went into groups. We wore gloves which looked like Dr. Seuss’s gloves and I felt 
it was like we had stolen his gloves! 
 
Then we moved to the next group and had the olden day pen with ink. We traced some writing. 
 
Then the last group had to play Ngaka Ngaka. 
 
Then we went back to the classroom. I really enjoyed the incursion. I also took some rocks home.  

 
Well done Krisha and keep up the fabulous writing!  

 

The Year 5 children are currently learning about writing hook-ups which refers to starting a paragraph with a “hook 
sentence” as this is one of the best ways to hook the reader. Below are examples from Ally and Vanessa. 

 

Ally:  
 
“I better get going.” Said Lily. 
“Wait, before you go I have to warn you about something! There’s a 
house at the end of the street and there are rumours that there is a 
man that will hurt anyone who steps foot in his land!”  
 
 

 
Vanessa: 
 
The sun blazed like an inferno, not a single bird flew. Not even a cloud showed 
up in the scorching sun. It was so hot, even the cats jumped into the nearby 
pool. Tessie took a sip from her very LARGE drink bottle, “New day, new life! 
She shouted as she ran off to school.  

 

Well done Ally and Vanessa, your hook-ups have certainly gained my 
attention. I can’t wait to read the rest of your stories!  

 

Krisha (Year 1) –  
who wrote a four page recount about the recent “History in a Box” Incursion 
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